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Thanks be unto God, who alwaps | 
tauleth us to triumph in Chritt. 3 


2 Cor. ii. 14. 
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War preſe ſent n 1s. 4 con 
tinuation. 75 Jome remarks armerly 
publiſhed concerning the experience 
, who, guickened | 


the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Feſus, 
25 by faith, and who ig Sake 


70 go Feuer in bis wall by the. 
| faith of the Son of God. There was. 


one volume upon thi 25 enti- 
tled, The Life of Rath; and ſome 
years after, tuo volumes on The 
Walk of Faith: In which the divine 


helps an af upports were confidered, 


great and many, not only for the 


A 2 fiep 


eſtabliſhment of believers in 5 ay, 
| r alſo for their e every 
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flep of i it, "bat they might Fejoice' in 
| the Lord always, yea, with ſuch a 
| las; A of joy, as t make them tri. | 

umph in 10 God of eie Jaluation. 
1... This is the 8 goſpel privilege, 
1 W is granted to believers, as be- 
| Zevers, and promiſed to them in the 
fret. ard DFulleſi manner that an 0 
grant can be tomveyed, J, ringing | 
from fevereigr "grace in the giver, \\ 
and received not from any qualifica-} 
tion in themſelves, but tntirely from 
bi own bounty, continued and in- 
creaſed with all the rich and ripe 
fruits of faith to the. ralſe Ul the, 
glory of the grace of God. 

t has been long obſerved, 4 
much. 1 A there are very | 
Few of theſe happy believers, who 
give ſuch a perfect cretht 10 the pro- 
miſes of Gud in Chrift, as to reft 
their hearts upon his faithfulneſs, 
| | without any doubt or wavering : 
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muſes 
ner of F . Joy Fig 455 74 
growth. of the-J; piritual 12 : Neal 
| faith, bas little Ha. rong fe faith i 
improves læue to God, loving obedi- || 


ec, patient ju fu ring, 2 F 
' warfare, andthe other fruits of the || 


Spirit: Indeed 655 this very purpoſe 
"it is commanded, that we might tru 
ani not be afraid: And there are! 
promiſes made to them who obey the 
. command, and all things promijed, 
are poſſible to them who Believe: For 1 
berg 1s flrength ſufficient in the pro- 
miſer to mate faith grow, yea, to: 
male it grow exceedingly : And he 
has done it, giving us a happy in- 
-flance in the church of the 7. hbefſalo- | 
Mans, in which perſecution raged, 
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? to give us in the * ma- 
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| but faith was v1ftorious, and pa- 
\ Lience triumphant. ID has pleaſed 
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faith,” which are in the following 
rrealiſe ſet before the reader; that 
we may Honour his ward, and truſt 
in it at all times; "ſpecially when 
| appearances make againſi their being 
| Fulfilled. Then ii is high worſhip, 

- againſt hope to believe in hope, as the 
Father of the faithful did: . And 
they are his children, and follow the 


and . of firong temptations, in the 


' confidence in the promiſes. of God. 


| bring in the peace of God to the con- 
ſeience, or to keep it in. Cod only 
in fuch trials can be a ſafe refuge, 


— — 


ay: —— Fa the growth of - 


many troubles of life, in the in- 
| firmities of age, and in the approach | 
| of death,. put their whole truſt and 


| Nothing elſe is appointed, either to 


and a Jure de de fence, and faith look- 
| mg 


| Reps s of his faith, who when fin is 
| felt in its defilement, in its guilt, in 
| the ſenſe of inward corruptions, 
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be authority of God's word, and is 
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1'% se rde. 
ing at tobai he has engaged to giue, 
ſecures the promiſed help to the glo- 


2 of. God. Under theſe ſeveral 
heads ſomething 1s here offered from 


the ſcriptures of truth to encourage 


4 more fledſaſt-reliance-on the divine 
| faithfulneſs, than one commonly meets 


with, And what is ſaid upon each 
beaf'is here ſet before the reader, on | 


alſo followed with fervent prayer, 
that the end of publiſhing this trea- 


| tiſe may be anſwered, even, that 


the ſcriptural faith may be hereby 
increaſed, that it may abound yet 


more and more, and in ſuch a great 


degree, as may bring the higheſt glo- 
| ry to God, the trueft holineſs to the 


heart, and the happieſt experience in 


the life, and in the warfare of the 


Chriſtian. May the gracious Lord, 
who 1s the author and finiſher of the 


faith, accompany it with his Spirit 
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1 to the advancement of his own 
t praiſe, and to the edefication of his { ; 
ou People. To w_ who heepeth 
| promiſe for ever, in * | 
i church, through Chrift . 

| does end. Amen. 


—_ 


Þ# 


| 
G * 


* . * r oo er Tet ny es AND =D ak — A 2 


* 
— wt <aca—> nc} — K pe 12288 ” ond . 

1 3 — Sei es My — — — . — 7 - 
1 —ͤ4U—é—ÿ— —— — 4. 
be a ws 8 * 

* * * * 
1] * f 9 % 
'1 . 5 
| 8 5 nn eee wen att att 
' * \ 92 — : > % © - 3 A ot * * * by, ff ITY Ls 2 * 3 , 5 
* * - 
' 8 *Y * , * % ; { * * 
LG ns . emen It 
| * ey . 
0 k a 
12 \», d: ; \ a — > : A\ * 
: : » 
\F at 4 8 * 8 £4 
I 7 ö 
ie 18 * 
DO KOI: SS) r ; 
wt 
T R I U M P H, pe 


JHERE there has best | 


War, a triumph ſuppoſes 
a battle to have been 
fou ght, a victory to have been ob- 


the conquerors upon this occaſion, 
The Chriſtian has his matter of 
triumph, but it is ſpiritual, It is 
always in Chriſt, the captain of 
his ſalvation. So it is written — 
| *© Thanks be to God, who always 
cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt.” 
The WF is ſpeaking of his 
l As. : preach- 
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tained, and the great rejoicings off 
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preaching the goſpel. - He carried | 
the ſweet ſavor of Jeſu's name 
from place to place; but it was | 
not always received as a. joyful | 
ſound, nor welcomed, as it deſerv- | 
ed. He met with great oppoſition, | 
The Holy Ghoſt witneſſed that in | 
every city, bonds and afflictions | 
awaited him. As theſe abounded, 
grace did much more abound. For | 
he was carried. on through perſe- | 
cutions, impriſonment, ſtoning, | 
whipping, perils of various kinds, | 
ſuffered | for Chriſt, and Chriſt | 


made him victorious: over them 


all. He not only enabled Paul to 


conquer, but alſo made him more 


than conqueror—he was the bleſſ- 
ed inſtrument of pulling down the 


ſtrong holds of ſin and Satan, and of 


ſetting up in the world, that king- 


dom of Jeſus, which is flouriſh- 
ing to this day, and which will tri- 


_umph 
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ö umph to eternity. - A poor weak 


man had all the Roman empire 


againſt him, but he did wonders. 


; Through _ Chriſt” "ſtrengthening 5 


him, he went on conquering and to 


conquer: And to Chriſt he gives 
all the glory; acknowledging that 


the goſpel, his preaching it, and the | 
| ſucceſs of it, was of God, theexcel- | 


lency of the power was of God. 
Thanks be unto God, who al- 
ways. cauſeth us to triumph in 


. | Chriſt,” He, for us men, and 
for our falvatiori! came down from 


heaven, and was incarnate, that 
as our ſurety he might live, and 


die and conquer for us. It was to 


the everlaſting honour of his grace 


and mercy, that he would engage 


in this war, and undertake to Jefi- 


ver his people from the tyranny of 
their enemies. They were in 


8 to ſin — ſold under ſin— 
—— _enflaved | 
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ES 
| enflaved to diverſe luſts and plea- 


' courſe of this world—according to 
the prince of the power of the air, 
tlie wicked ſpirit, who now work - 
eth effectually in the children of 
diſobedience. Theſe tyrants were 
leading them captive at — will, 


ed oͤver to death, and then to ever- 
liſting deſtrudtion from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the 


demnation, we all were—guilty 
and helpleſs— not only without 
any means of deliverance in our 


of liberty, wide we were tied and 


t even.while our enemies Were wait- 
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hoping ſoon to have them deliver- | 


glory of his power. In this miſer- 
able ſtate, under ſin under con- 


| own. power, but without any de- 
fire of it, being tempted to dream 


bound with the chain of our fins, 
and fancying that we were free, 


ſures—living according to the 


— 


ing { 
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| | againſt; us, by binding us with 


are in our God—in our Dy 4a He 
remembered us in this our low 
eſtate, and manifeſted the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, in coming 
| from heaven to fave his people 
from their fins, To this end Je- 
hovah- was manifeſted in the fleſh, 
as it is Written, Jer. I. 33, 34, 
The children of Iſrael, and the 
| children of Judah were oppreſſ- 
+ ed together, and all that took 
them - captives - held them faſt, 


cauſe. his ans ab e 
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of [Mews againſt them. He obeyed, 


chains of everlaſting darkneſs. O | 
what mercies—what compathons | 


| and refuſed to let them go: But 1 
their Redeemer is ſtrong, the 
Lord of boſts is his name, he 
ſhall thor oughly plead their 


mies bis own, and fought our bat- ? 


1 that 
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ing to exerciſe their utmoſt: malice | 


is 22 


{ 


4 


3 


| 


1 


; 
+$ 


LE: Aut 09.25 — 


day, according to the ſcriptures, 
he overcame death, and him that 


+ 


| 


that the broken law which ſtood 
againſt us might be magnified by 
his obedience : The penalties of it 


be endured, when the Lord laid | 


upon him the iniquities of us all. 
His croſs was his triumphal cha- 
riot, on which he vanquiſhed all | 


our foes, Col. 11. 14, 15. He 
| blotted out the hand writing of 
ordinances, that was againſt us, 
| which was contrary to us, and he | 
took it out of the way, nailing .it- | 
to his croſs : And having ſpoiled 
principalities and powers, he made 
a ſhew of them openly, triumph | 
| ing over them. in that ſame croſs. | 


By dying on it he put away ſin by | 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, and by his 
tiſing from the dead on the third | 


had the power of death, that is the |. 


one | 


Su 
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| one Chriſt,” the almighty Saviour 
_ | of his redeemed, he is ſeated upon 
his throne of grace, all his enemies 
being made his foot- ſtool, he is able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come unto God by him. Such | 
was the battle which theRedeemer | 
fought. Such was the victory 
which he obtained. The impor- 
tant news of it is the ſubſtance of 
that bleſſed goſpel, which he or- 
dered his a — to preach to every | 
| creature, and which he promiſed | 
to aſſiſt them in, and to be with 
them for that purpoſe, to the end | 
of the world. He is as good as his | 
I word tothis day. Still faith com- 

eth by hearing it. The Holy Spi- 
| rit witneſſes to it, that it is the 
truth of God, and he applies it, and } 
makes it the power of God unto 
ſalvation. He enables the hearers 
| to mix ſuch faith with it that they 
ans | i receive, 
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them. They were guilty,” and 


re 81 16 3; FI 


 þ Chriſt Jeſus hath freed them from 


ſ daily made more ſeuſible of erer | | 


* * 


receive, and enjoy the happy Kue 
of Chriſt's victory. Once they 
were dead in tr. paſſes artd fins, | 
but now Chriſt hath quickened 


— 
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bound over to condemnation; but 
the law of the Spirit of life in 


the law of fin and of death. Once 
they walked after the courſe of 
this world, but now they walk 
With God. Their old enemies | 
are fill fighting againſt them, and | 
watching for their -deftruction, but 
they * are enabled to gain daily vic- 
tory over them, over the World, 
the fleſly, and the devil, through 
the ſtrength of Jefus, and through 
the power of his tight. Their 
Wants are many, and they are 


but they hade an abundant ſupply 
of every thing that pertains to life 
and : 
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R 
and godlinefs, out of the infinite | 
fulnets of God, their Saviour. 
Thus far the three Can 
| went, which were formerly. 
| liſhed upon this, ſubject, — rac 
| The Life of Faith, and The Walk of 
Faith. The preſent treatiſe relates 
to the eee of the former 
doctrines, conſidering the ſcripture 
motives and encouragements for 
the believer's rejoicing always in 
the Lord, and triumphing in the 
| God of his ſalvation. The ground 
Hof his triumph is the work of 
Chriſt: His warrant to depend 
upon it, is the word of Chriſt: | 
Aud his actual dependence is the | 
work of the Spirit of Chriſt, Build- | 
ing upon theſe principles, he is 
|. commanded to go on from faith to 
| faith, ſtill preffing forward that | 
he may ſee more clearly the glory 
of the perſon, and the glory of the 
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work of Chriſt, what he is to truſt | 
in for his title to ſalvation, and for 
the things which accompany ſalva- 
tion, and may by every day's ex- 
perience be growing into a more 

ſettled dependence upon the word | 
ſꝛof Chriſt, and upon his faithfulneſs 
to fulfil dt: And thereby may be 
learning to expect conſtant ſup- 


plies, and according as his faith 


greater ſupplies 


of the power of the Spiritof Chriſt: 


That the God of hope may fill him 


with all joy and peace in believing, 


that he may abound in hope by the 


power of the Holy Ghoſt; And we 

have an encouraging example in 
| the Theſſalonians, who had great 
trials, and met them with great 
faith. The apoſtle commendedit | 
highly, but by practice it had fo 
improved, that having occaſion: to | 


mention it ſome time afterwards, 


— 


he 


| 1 239 1] i 2 
he ſays,— We are bound to 
thank God always for you, bre- 
thren, as it is meet, becauſe 
that we faith groweth exceed- 
ingly.” We have the fame || 
ramen: and the ſame helps, 
as they ,bad—promiles exceeding || = 
great, and exceeding precious, con- ( | 
| talning/a free grant in Chriſt of all | 
ſpiritual bleſſings—a. full warrant || 
to make uſe of them for life and 
godlineſs, with commands and en- 
couragements to truſt and not be | 
afraid of any enemies, or of | 
dangers: Becauſe he is faithful | 
|| who has promiſed to be with them 
to guide them with his counſel | 
eto keep them ſafe by his pow- 
er to bleſs them with his love 
and never to leave them nor for- 
ſake them: So that in all difficul- | 
ties and troubles, they may go on 
their way rejoicing, until faith and | 
4 patience 


a 


9 es et. A 6 1 — 
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patience have done their perfect 
Work. To this purpoſe, a Divine, 
| whoſepraile-is in ll the churches, | 
{ has given his teſtimony ; It is an 
everlaſting ſpring of comfort, and 
encouragement unto the people 
of God, both in prayer, and un- 
| to prayer; they pray to him, i 
ho is mighty, mighty to do 
what they pray for. The Lord's 

promiſes are our richeſt — 
ances, and that not only becauſe 
he hath promiſed greater and bet- 
ter; things, than are in the com- q 
| paſs of any man's power to make | 
Sood, or in the compaſs of any 


— C_ 
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man's underſtanding to compre- 
bend; but becauſe he will certain- 
| ly be as good in performance, 
as be hath been in promiſe; For 
he is in one mind concerning all 
that he. hath promiſed: He will || 
be mierciſul as he hath 5 

9 and 


* | - 


and pardon fin, as he hath pro- 
7 and ſanctiſy all our trou- 


bles, as he hat protniſed; ne 
will give us his Spirit, as he hath 
promiſed, and ſave us 9 
as he hath promiſed.” A 


| 


| folly 


Layman thus confirms the 


in what he ſays, all the temp- 


tations of Satan, and the doube- 


ings of our unbelieving hearts, 
would be ſilenced 
to nothing. What exceeding 


is it in our hearts, that 


I God; who never deceived any 
4 ene truſted in him, ſhould be 
diſtruſted by any, and not be- 
| lieved by all. He is the God of 
truth: ſo is his word the word 
of truth. And not any ſoul, 
that ever tried God by truſtin 


him upon his word, but foun 


him ſo. Oh, chen take God's 


j 


Word, 


truth Were God but believed: | 


' brought 


bk 
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"4 word, and our hearts will be 


quiet. Though the heathen do 
rage, yet they i 
thing. In this doctrine, 
free grace in God is the foun- 
tain, full ſatisfaction to divine 
juſtice the way, but perfect ſal- 
vation and kg oh to all his 
ele& body in Chriſt the end. 
And, way Wh a ſoul can lay 'F 
My Beloved is mine, and 1 am F 
his, he bath ſpoken all at once. 
I know no — light nor rule, | 
but the word and Spirit to make |: 
out any thing of God to any 
ſoul; Phe glory of the great 
day will be— God is Wins, and L 
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and expreſſe 


75 r battles 
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againſt all our enemies 


| Ts the World, Satan, 1 and. | 


OR, — 


a Ain , 


ha old. teſtament, K 
which, we tranſlate tr 
|- ſignify Breet joy, felt in 

d 2 FONG Wore 4 
, deed; 2 jubilee of. 1 Joy, even joy in a) 7 


the highett, as near as it can be to, [ 
the joy of 5555 855 In the new. 
33 th is uſed; but | 
twice: : 2 w at t Chriſt. en 1 
zaged to 57 for us, and ſecondly,. N | | 

| & what Chriſt; engaged to do an | | 
For us he undertook: to fight | 
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hell: And the Captain of our fal- | 


vation has gained a complete vic- 


tory, and had a moſt glorious tri- 
umph over them in his own per- 

— he blotted out the 
hand writing of ordinances that 
was againſt us, Which was con- 


trary to us, and he took it out of 


the way, nailing it to his craſs : 


1 having . rincipalities 
22 e a thew. of 


openly 3 over 
provi m that fa me cro A0 be he 


ſtill goes on conquerin 8 
= By ae "iti 


of his 
crofs and paſſion, > his re den 
ee be is to this very 
day exalting the honours of his 
vickory and triumph in the hearts 


and yes of his redeemed, giving 


them ſuch a ſhare in his conqueſts, 


that the ht to he ever praiſing 
* e joyful lips Now 2 


E 
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1 

be unto God, Who always cauſeth 
us to tyibenph in Chriſt. This 

was the apoſtle's happy experience. 


He found that the goſpel, and his 


preaching of it, and the great ſuc- 
ceſs which attended it, were the 
fruits of Chriſt's preſence with him, 
| and' blefling upon him: There- 
fore to him he gave all the glory. 
80 do we ſtill. We ſee” the trr- 
umphs of the eroſs ſpread far and 
wide, and we praiſe 4 for our 
day of goſpel grace. The cruci- 
fed Saviour in his majeſty rides on 
proſperouſly in the chariots of fal- 
vation, and his enemies fall under 
him. In the day of his power 
he makes them a willing people. 
They ſubmit to his ſeeptre, and 
acknowledge him to be their Lord, 
and their God. Under his banner 
they fight the good fight of faith, |: 
and * es conquer, yea, they 
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are 
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are more than conquerors through 


him who loveth them, crowned. 


conquerors in glory everlaſting. 
Thus it appears that the triumph 


of the Head includes the triumph 


of his members. The fountain 
from whence ſprings their preſent, 
and their eternal joy, is God— 
God. in Chriſt. They glory in the 


victories of the God- man; Becauſe 


of his commandment; ee of 


his free promiſe, which is a per- 
fect warrant for the fulleſt confi- 
dence: And becauſe of his good- 
neſs, truth and power, which are 
bound to fulfil all his engage- 
ments. Looking to theſe infalli- 
ble ſecurities, the believer's heart 
is eſtabliſhed, truſting in the Lord. 
Being of the true circumciſion, he 
would put no confidence in the 
fleſh, but would be daily crucifying 
it with'i its affections and luſts, and 
| br XN 
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bringing all high thoughts of ſelf 
to the Obedience of Chriſt. If he 
has been long ſtanding in the faith 2 
—an old chriftian—if he has re- 
ceived much conſolation from his 
Lord or has been very active and 
ſucceſsful in his ſervice; his truſt 
is never in himſelf. The ground 
| of his believing is always one and 
the ſame. He has no new doctrine 
to learn. No new warrant to 
encourage him to believe. The 
word of God Thus | faith the 
Lord, is always ſufficient: And 
ought to draw forth the fulleſt 
credit, that can poſſibly be given 
to the teſtimony of the God of 
truth. What was advanced before 
in the Lyfe of Faith, and in the | 

Walk of Faith, 1s taken for granted 

in the preſent treatiſe. Here is 
no new doctrine. Salvation is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and in no other: 1 
| B 2 am, 
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ſame "yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever. One Lord, one faith, one 


ſalvation. And whoever des 


this aright is in a ſafe ſtate, in 
which there i is no change with re- 
ſpect to God; no variableneſs, or 


ade of turning. Whatever 


his own apprehenſions may be, the 


word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. He may be tempted in a 
legal hour to caſt away his confi- 
dence, but the counſel of the Lord 


ſhall ſtand. He may change, but 


J, ſaith God, change not. For 


am, ſays he, as ib, the one 
ſaving NR, like Fim telf, the 


4 


the gracious gifts and calling of 


God are without repentance—they 
are ſuch that it cannot repent him 
of beſtow ing them, or of continu- 
ing them, Ihen once beſtow ed. 
As the believer has no new truth 
to 0 learn, only to improve the prm- 
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ciples of the doctrine of Chriſt: 
So he has no new title to expect. 
Under the free grant and gift of 
God, ſalvation comes to him of 
grace, in the moſt. ſovereign way 
that can be conceived. And his. 
warrant to receive it is the divine 
command; and when he has been 
enabled to receive it by the obedi 
ence of faith, the divine promiſe aſ- 
ſures him, that he ſhall. not periſh 
for his ſius, but that he-ſhall have 
everlaſting life. Believing the pro- © 
miſe is the beſt title that poſſibly can 
be to this ſalvation; for we are ſaved 
freely by grace, through faith, and 
that not of ourſelves, neither falva- 1 
tion nor faith; both are the gifts of | 
God. And under the title all the 
bleſſings which accompany ſalva- 
tion are included, all the things 17 
which are freely given to us of God 1 
—a ſufficiency of preſent grace, and 
B 3 the | 
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| the full poſſeſſion of eternal glory. 


This is the good old foundation, 
upon which the heirs of promiſe 
have always built their faith and | 
hope. They knew, that all ful- 
neſs was in Chriſt for their uſe 
and enjoyment : And they were 
perſuaded, that they ſhould ho- 
nour him moſt, by believing this | 
with the ſtrongeſt certainty. They 
could not truſt too ſoon, nor too 
much, to his faithfulneſs. And | 
therefore they come boldly to the | 
throne of grace, that they may 


receive out of his fulneſs at all | 


times, for all things, for body and 


| ſoul, for earth and heaven, what 


they wanted, and what he had 
promiſed. The more they hve 
thus by faith, they will experience 
more. occafion to rejoice in the 
Lord: And to find that his arm to 
Fre will always go as far as his 

| promiſe, | 


** 


1 


ö promiſe, even to bleſs the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; who hath blefled us with | 


all ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly 


things in Chriſt. This indeed is 1 
ſtrong faith, but it is the gift of | 
ſtrong God: it does not depend, | 


in the leaſt, on what the believer 
can do for himſelf, but on what 
the Almighty has engaged to do 
for him, and in him, and by him: 
For he requires and commauds it 
in this high degree: There is grace 
ſufficient to bring it into uſe and 
practice, as far as the commands 
go, all things promiſed being poſ- 
| fible to him that believeth: And 
they who have truſted moſt to the 
faithfulneſs of God, who againſt 


hope believed in hope, have expe- | 


rienced that God did never leave 
them nor forſake them. He mag- 
nified his word above all his name. 
B 4 There 
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There he has made his name to 
ſhine forth, and all his attributes 
are magnified in their greateſt | 
perfection. The believers on earth, 
and the ſaints in heaven, praiſe 
God for his word: becauſe 'it is 
the inſtrument. of his. Spirit, by 
which he beſtows grace, and ac- 
cording to which; he gives glory. 
The fulfilling of his word runs 
through time, and will run throu gh 
eternity. Bleſſed be God for his 
word of promiſe: Bleſſed be the 
Lord, that it will be fulfilling for 
ever and ever. This being the 
caſe, it becomes neceſſary to en- 
quire into the divine records, and 
to ſee what a full warrant God has 
given us to truſt and not be afraid : 
And this to every believer, there 
being the ſame ground to believe 
with the ſtrongelt faith, as to be- 
| lieve at all. 8 


* 8 Lek, This 
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This enquiry. 18 2 more ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe of the place which 
faith holds in our religion. It 
reaches to the whole of it: So 
that nothing is good before God, 
however fair aud ſpecious it may 
appear to men, without it. The 
conſcience, the heart, and its af- 
fections, are purified only by faith. 
All duties, for their right motive, 
and for their acceptance, depend 
upon it. Without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, No trials 
and afflictions can be patiently and 
profitably endured, unleſs faith be 


in exerciſe. Our whole warfare 


| is carried on, and can be, by our | 


being ſtrong in the Lord, and 
fightin g 10 the power of his might, 
finiſhed victor ioully only by faith. 
Indeed it enters ſo much into eve- 
ry thing wherein we have to do 


with God, that the ſtrengthenin 
B 5 o 
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of it is the ſtrengthening of every 
| other grace; which are weak or 
vigorous according as more or leſs 
faith enters into them. And there- 
fore the ſcripture encouragements 
for our growth in faith. ſhould be 
| well weighed with much prayer, 
| frequent meditation, and thankſ- 
giving, that they may have their 
proper effect upon the believer's 
heart and life. And as this can 
be done only by power from on 
high: Aſſiſtance muſt ever be 
| ſought from thence, and depend- 
ed upon. The Holy Spirits 15 the 
{ very breath of ſpiritual life, and of 
ell ſpiritual activity. Every godly 
| IE of the heart is from his 
holy inſpiration. So the ſerip- 
ture teaches ; 2 Cor. iii. 5. · Not 
that we (even apoſtles) are ſuf- 
ficient of ourſelves to think any 
thing as of ourſelves, but our 
eee I 
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ſufficiency is of God.“ So we 4 
are taught to pray: O Lord, from 
hém all good things do come, 
grant to us thy humble ſervants, 
that by thy holy inſpiration we 


may think thoſe things that be 
good, and by thy merciful guiding 


may perform the ſame, through 
our Lord ' Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
Fifth Sunday after Eaſter, and 


again, the nineteenth Sunday after 
Trinity. O God, foraſmuch as 
without thee we are not able to 
pleaſe thee; mercifully grant that 


thy Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
A great Divine has thus expreſ- 
ſed the ſame ſentiments. 


In thoſe who are truly con- 


verted all ſaving truths are tran- 


their hearts. They are taught 
| B 6 of 
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of God; ſo as they find all | 


trutbs, both concerning the 
eſtatg, and the gracious and 


happy eſtate of man, in them- 


ſelyes. They carry a body of 


| divinity... in them, and about 


them; ſo as. from a ſaving feel- 
ing they can ſpeak of conver- 


fion, of grace, of the Spirit, &c. 


and from this acquaintance are 


ready to yield and give up. them- 


ſelves to truth revealed, and to 
God ſpeaking by it. And thus 


a man may know. his eſtate be- 
fore God by his reliſh for the 
word. There is a heavenly. and 
divine reliſh in the word of God, 


as for inſtance—Take the doc- 
trine of his. providence, that all 


things ſhall work together for 


the beſt to them that "Lone God. 
What a ſweet word is this! A 


whole kingdom is not — 
this 
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this promiſe — That whatever 
« befals a Chriſtian in this world, 
there 1s an overruling Providence | 
to {way all to good, to help for- 
ward his eternal good — That 
Chriſt will be preſent with us in 
all conditions I hat he will give 
us his Holy Spirit That when | 
we confeſs our ſins, and lay them 
open, he is merciful to forgive 
them That if our ſins were red - 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white 
as Wool. What kind of incredi- 
ble 1weetneſs is in theſe to a 
heart that is. prepared for theſe 
comforts? The do@rines of | 
reconciliation, of adaption, of glo- 
ry to. come, of the offices of 
| Chriſt, and ſuch like, how ſweet 
are they? They reliſh won- 
derfully to a ſanQified foul. | 
Theſe truths that come out of 
the mouth of Chriſt, and out of 
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ſweet were theſe words to the 
poor mati—Thy fins are for given 
thee— Do you think they went 
not to his heart? The beſt diſ- 
covery of a true affection to Chriſt, 
and of a true ſtate in grace, is 
from our affection to the word of 
Chriſt. Wherever there is an 


reſpect to the word; 105 

A believer truſting to theſe hel ps, 
and making a diligent uſe of theſe 
means, in reading the charter of 
grace, will find ſuch a faith fre- 


| quently deſcribed and required, as 
relies on the truth of God without 


doubt or wavering, as depends on 
his faithfulneſs ' to his promiſes, 


heart, and waits on his fulfilling 
them, — perſuaded, that he 
bas 
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the miniſtry concerning Chriſt, 
they are moſt ſweet of all. Oh how 


intereſt in Chriſt, there is an high 


with the fulleſt confidence of the 
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has ſpoken nothing with his mouth 

but what he will nfallibly make 
| good with his arm. | 

All the gifts and graces of God 
come to us in his promiſes, and 
cannot be received or enjoyed, but 
| m_ the way of believing.” What 
| then can be a greater encourage- 
ment not to ſtagger at any promiſe 
through. unbelief, than that God 
has declared it 1s a fervice well 
pleaſing and acceptable to him. It | 
is bigh worſhip, to be ſtrong in 
faith, giving glory to God: For it 
is a gift of his love, and a grace of 
his Spirit, and his own ſpecial work 
in the hearts of his. people. In the 
day of his power he makes them 
willing, and he enables them to 
ſet to their ſeal, that God is true. 
So we read“ By faith in Chriſt, 
| Enoch walked with God, and 
| he had this teſtimony, that he 
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pleaſed God, but without this | 
faith it 1s impoſſible. to pleaſe him;” 
Therefore Enoch's ſtate, and 
his walk, and his tranſlation, were | 
all by faith. Now we know, that, | 
the judgment of God is according 
to truth, and he has declared in 
the word of truth, that v hat ſo- 
ever is not of faith 3 is ſin. So 
that it is impoſſible it ſhould pleaſe 
a moſt holy God; who has mag- 


nified his Word above all his name, 


and who delights to ſee his people 


do the ſame, magnifying it, by 


giving it the fulleſt credit of cheir 
hearts, and the moſt perfect de- 
endence of their lives. 
He has alſo required this by his 
expreſs command: This is his 
commandment, that we ſhould 
believe on the name of his Son 
Jelas Chriſt, who has ſaid, Ye 
believe in God, believe alſo in 


77 


me, 


8 


me,” with the ſame faith, and 


with the ſame worſhip: And 
when the jailor enquired. of Paul 


| and Silas, Sirs, what muſt 1 do 


to be ſaved? They anſwered 


Believe o the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 


and thou ſhalt. be ſaved. And 


this belief is commanded. in very 
trying circumſtances, when the 
outward ſupports. of faith ſeem to 
fail, and the inward comforts: are 


at a very low. ebb: Who is 
among you that feareth the 


Lord, that obeyeth the voice of 


his ſervant, that walketh in 
darkneſs, and hath, no light; 


[Let him truſt in the name of 
the Lord, and | ſtay upon his 
God, — his God ſtill. That 


relation is always the ſame: And 
ſo are the bleſſings which are in; 


cluded in it, and which he can- 
not fail to beſtow upon them 


who 
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who honour his word in ſuch tri- 
als of their faith, that againſt hope 


— ; 


they believe in hope: For blefled | 


are all they who put their truſt 
in him. | 

For the farther confirmation of 
their faith, he has ſtrengthened 
his commands, with the moſt en- 
couraging | promiſes of grace to 
help in every time of need. Aſk, 
and ye ſhall have: For he giveth | 
to all aſkers liberally; and upbraid- 
eth not, come they ever ſo often, 
or aſk ever ſo much: yea, our 
heavenly Father will give the 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him: 
And his influence goes as far as | 
any promiſe, for he is the mighty 
power of God unto ſalvation to 
every one that believeth. What- 
ever is promiſed, he is almighty 


to fulfil. So we read when our 


Lord curſed the barren fig tree, | 
| £ | the 
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the apoſtles marvelled, that it 
preſently withered away. Jeſus | 


anſwered and ſaid unto them, Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, if ye have 
faith and doubt not, ye ſhall not 
only do this which is done to the 


fig tree, but alſo if ye ſhall fay'| 


unto this mountain, Be thou re- 


moved, and be thou caſt into the 


ſea; it ſhall be done: And all | 


things whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in 
prayer believing, ye ſhall receive: 


For believing honours the truth of 
the promiſer, and aſking in prayer 


for the fulfilling of it, engages and 
| ſecures the promiſed grace. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man availeth much; ſo much, 
that the prayer of faith has opened 


and ſhut heaven. It has done 


wonders in removing mountains 
of difficulties, and conquering 


hoſts of foes, which rendered it“ 


; ſeem- 
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ſeemingly impoſſible that the 
word of God ſhould be eſtabliſh- 
ed. But faith gained the victory, 
and triumphed gloriouſly, = 

It has pleaſed God alſo to con- 
firm all theſe arguments, by re- 
vealing the motive, on which he | 
made the promiſes. It was love. 
They are all free grace promiſes, 
In his councils, in the revealing 
them, in the fulfilling them, love 
directs the whole. They are diſ- 
coveries of what is in the Father's | 
| heart to his children, and are the 
means. of conveying his fatherly | 
bleſſings, eſpecially ſuch a perſua- 
ſion of his love to them, as will 
work love to him, and they work 
by love. For we love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us: Therefore 
he ſpeaks to them comfortably, 
addreiling himſelf to them in the | 
tendereſt compaſſion, and calling 
them 


a 


them by the dearett names bis 


-heirs of God—joint heirs with 


' theſe, and many other endearmg 


N | 
choienu—his beluved—his adopted 


bis children—his friends—heirs, 


Chriſt, who is Lord of all—his 
peculiar treaſure his portion 


names, are intended to convince 


them of his love, and to win, and 


engage their hearts in love to him: 
That when it is given them to be- 
lieve the truth of his promiſes, 
they might be certain of theit ful- 
filment. God is love: He de- 
lighteth in his people. His heart 


is fo ſet upon them, that in his- 
dealings with them, love has the 


appointing, the directing, and the 
bleffing of all. His love to them 
had no beginning, and it will have 


no end. It beſtows on the happy 


objects of it, grace, and it ſecures 


to them glory. Love has crown- 


ed 
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| ed their Head. And love will 
crown all his members, For out 
of his fulneſs they are moſt freely 
invited to come, and take all ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings, as the earneſt of 
eternal. Behold, what manner 
of love the Father hath beſtowed 
upon them! who can believe it, 
and not love him again! 

It has pleaſed God alſo to give 
us ſome examples of his ſingular 
favour, to them who acted ſtrong 
faith, and to whom he therefore 
| adminiſtered. ſtrong conſolation. 

{ The Apoſtle ſays, That whatſo- 
ever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience 
and comfort of the ſcriptures 
might have hope.” And then 
he prays, Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace 
in | believing, that ye may 
| | abound 


— 
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1 1] 
abound in hope, by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt.“ And 
when the Holy Ghoſt gives it this 
bleſſed effect, he always fills the 
heart with gratitude and thankful- 
neſs. Thus it operated in the day 
when the believer was enabled to 
ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee: 

Though thou waſt an ngry with me, 

thine anger is turfied away, and 
thou haſt comforted me. Behold, 
God is my ſalvation, I will truſt 
and not be afraid: For the Lord 
| Jehovah is my ſtrength and my 
long, he alſo is become my ſalva- 


tion. Therefore with joy ſhall ye 


draw water out of the fountain of 
ſalvation.“ O what reviving cor- 
| dials did the father of the faithful 
draw out of it! who againſt ho 
believed in hope, that he ſhould 
become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was ſpok- 
hip en: 
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en: So ſhall thy ſeed be: And 
being not weak in faith, he con- 
ſidered not his own body now | 
dead, neither yet the deadneſs of 


| Sarah's womb: He ſtaggered not at | 
the promiſe of God through un- 


belief, but was ſtrong in faith, 
giving glory to God:: And being 
-fully perſuaded, that what he had 
promiſed, he was able alſo to per- 
form. For this heroic faith, he 
is celebrated in ſcripture, and pro- 

oſed to us for an example. One 


of his children was enabled to fol- 


low cloſe: the ſteps of his faith, 
through a life of contmual ad 


great fufferings, and to triumph 
in the proſpett of a violent death, 


Jam now ready to be offered up, 
and the time of my departure is 
at hand: 1 have fought a good 
fight, I have finiſhed t my. courſe, 
1 * kept the faith: Henceforth | 

there 
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I there is laid up for me a crown of 
| righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
| the righteous judge, will give me 

in that day, and not to me only, | 
but unto all them that love his | 
| appearing.” | 
| We haveanother example given 
us in the fifty-ſixth Pſalm. On 
whatever occaſion the prophet in- 
dited it, the Spirit of prophecy 
| teaches us to apply it to the Son 
| of David, who is Chriſt the Lord. 
It deſcribes his great trials, and 
| continual perſecutions, and his in- 
] vincible: faith, by which he was 
carried through them, when all | 
the world was againſt him, The 
whole Pſalm is a. prayer made up 
| of the moſt perfect truſt, and con- | 
| fidence in the faithfulneſs of God 
| to his word, and he aſſures him- | 
| ſelf that heaven and earth ſhall | 
| paſs away, before one jot or tittle 
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of it could fail. He had enemies; | 


| many, mighty, cunning, cruel, 
united together to deſtroy bim, 
| Acts iv. 27, but his heart was 
eſtabliſhed, truſting in the Lord. 


He read, he knew, he believed the 


promiſes made to him, and, with- 
out doubt ot wavering, he waited 
for the fulfilling of them. Thus 


he viewed the Father's covenant 


{ engagements, who had declared; 


Thus faith God the Lord, he that 


p created the heavens, and tretched 
| them out, he that ſpread forth the 


| earth, and that which cometh out 


_ | of it: He that giveth breath unto 


the people upon it, and ſpirit to 


2 them that walk nde I the 
Lord have called thee in righte- 


| ouſneſs, and I will hold thy hand, 


and I will keep thee, and L will | 
give thee for a covenant of the 


1 and c. On this rock he 


built 
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built his faith, and could not be | 
moved. The Lord God, fays | 
he, hath opened mine ear, and I. 
was not rebellious, neither turned | 
| away back: I gave my back to 
| the ſmiters, and my cheeks to | 
them that plucked off the hair: | » * 
I hid not my face from ſhame and 
ſpitting : For the Lord God Will 
| help me, therefore ſhall T not be | 
confounded ; therefore have I fet } 
my face like a flint, and I know | 
that I ſhall not be aſhamed: He 
is near that juſtifieth me, who 
will content with me? Let us 
ſtand together. Who is mine ad- 
verſary? Let him come near to 
me. Behold the Lord God will 
help me, who is he that ſhall con- 
| demn me? Lo, they all ſhall wax | 
old as a garment, the moth hall |: 
eat them up.” What an uudaunt- 
| | 832 ed 
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ed courage is here manifeſted? In 
this ſpirit of faith, he prays | 

«© Be gracious unto me, O God, 
becauſe fallen man would devour 
me: all the day long he is fight- 
ing againſt me, and oppreſſing f me: 
alf the day long mine enemies 
would devour me; for they are 
many who fight againſt me, O | 
thou moſt high. In the day, 
when T might have reaſon to fear, 
I will put my truſt in thee: 1 
| thall praiſe God becauſe of his 

word: In God I have put my truft, | 
Iwill not fear what''fleſh can de 
unto me: All the Gaye long they 
| torture my words: All their. 

devices are againſt me for evil: 
They aſſemble together; they 
hide Wertilſelres: They watch'my | 
ſteps, as if they were Waiting for 
my life: Shall . lege for 
50 their 
51 ; 
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their wickedneſs? In thine an- 
ger, O God, thou wilt bring | 
| theſe people under: Thou num- 
bereſt my wanderings; thou haſt 
put my tears into thy bottle : Are 
they not recorded in thy regiſter? | +» 
In the day, when I ſhall pray un- 
to thee, then ſhall mine enemies 
be driven back: This I have 
known for certain, becauſe God | 
is on my fide: I will praife God, 
becauſe of his word: I will praiſe 
Jehovah, becauſe of his word: In 
God have 1 truſted, I will not 
fear what man can do unto me. 
| Thy vows are upon me, O God. 
II u will pay my thankſgivings unto 
| thee: For thou haſt delivered my | 
| life from death. Wilt thou not | 
| alſo keep my feet from falling, 
| that I may be able to walk in the 
preſence of God, in the light of 
| life everlaſting ?* 
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. ...O what a perfect truſt and con- 
fidence is this! And how loudly 
does it call upon us to look to his | 
example, that God would give us 
grace to, follow the ſteps of his 
faith. Obſerve, O my ſoul, and 
conſider the pattern ſet before the. 
He had God on his ſide—the 
promiſes—the power the pro- 
vidences of the Almighty. He 
knew that every ſtep was mark- 
| ed, every tear noticed, and that 
God had them in the book of his 
remembrance. In this faith he 
met his trials, and came off tri- 
 umphant, Notwithſtanding his 
many -weary ſteps, and his ſtrong 
crying: and tears under that ſor- 
row, which never had its like, 
| yeb he knew that he ſhould be 
heard and he was heard: His * 
enemies fell before him: But 
they roſe and returned to the com- 


F ow ( We bat. | 
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| bat. Upon the word he caſts his | 
| anchor again. He truſts to it. 
| And he finds it firm and ſure till, 
The ſtorm is great; it continues; 
it increaſes; all thy waves and 
{torms, ſays he to his God, are 
gone over me. But, my ſoul, truſt 
thou ſtill in the Lord; for my 
hope is in him. His word is my 
ſtay. It cannot be broken. I 
praiſe him for it; again I praiſe 
him for it. Truſting in it, now 
my fears are gone. God is my 
helper, and I will not fear what 
man can do unto me. O What a 
pattern is here ſet for us! May 
the meditation upon it be uſeful. 
May the gracious Lord, who is 
the author and the finiſher of the 
faith, bleſs the means of his own 
appointing, for the ftrengthening | 
ef it. And in the uſe of them, | 

| looking up for the conſtant ſup- 
q enk C4 EE 
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plies of his Spirit, mayſhe 2 


us to go on cgfromꝭ ſtrength; to, 
ftrength,) keepin — a | 


ways in view, until he - bring+us! | 
in peace unto the end of our faith. 


Theſe are ſome of the ſoripture 
grounds, upon which the Tri- 


bt umiph of Faith is built. It ſtands 
upon the almighty power of God, 


| — engaged to fulfil) his word. 
For bis word is his deed. To 
take him at his word is the proper 


TC 


| ſed,” and it is done. To reſt 
thus upom it, as what cannot 
ſibly fail, is the foundation af. 


— * 


clared himſelf well pleaſed with. 
our truſting to his truth and faith- 


|| exerciſe of faith. He hath pro- | 


| chriſtian worſhip : And when! it | 
is eſtabliſhed in the heart, in the 
love of the truth, it conſtitutes 
the chief of that ſervice, Which is 

I] perfect freedom: For God has de- 


i it. - v4 fulneſs. 


5 
fulneſs. He has commanded us to 
| do it without doubt or wavering. | 
He has promiſed grace ſufficient | 
to enable us thus to believe, and 
| we cannot put too much truſt and 
confidence in his arm and power. 
And he has alſo given us examples 
| | of thoſe, who honoured him with 
the fulleſt reliance of their hearts, 
and had reaſon to rejoice in the 
Lord, who keepeth promiſe for 
ever. Glory be to him for ſuch || 
| | encouragements of our faith. 0 | 
that they may have their proper 
effect. May the Holy Ghoſt ap- 
ply them by his grace, and give 
| | us ſuch a faith, as may be well 
pleaſing unto God; ſuch a faith 
| as he has commanded, and for the 


? full exerciſe of which he has made 
exceeding great promiſes. '- ws | 
us, O God of all grace, to truſt 
and not be afraid : For thou art 
an QOH faithful: 


n ne” > > ty 


um 
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faithful: Thy word and thy pro- 


miſes give us full ſecurity to truſt 
in the Eordꝭ at all times; becauſe 


in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting | 
ſtreugth: And bleſſed are all they | 


who put their truſt in him. 
But by what ways and means 


1 ſhall theſe arguments and encou- 


ragements have their full effect? 
This is the main point; and it is 
ſettled beyond diſpute upon ſerip- 
ture authority. The ſame Spirit, 
who revealed the promiſes, is alto 


1 the fulfiller of them: And he is 


almighty. The bleſſing on the 
uſe of the means is entirely from 
him : It is he who teacheth man 
knowledge: And from him we 
are to ſeek it in prayer. With all 
our reading, hearing, ſtudying, 

meditating upon the ſeriptures, 


we muſt look up to him for his 


divine teaching: If any of you, 


i: behevers, 


" 
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believers, lack wiſdom, let him aſk 
it of God, Who giueth to all akk. 
| ers liberally; and -upbraideth not, 
and it thall be given him, but let 
him aſk in faith: Here is a com- 
mand and a promiſe. When we 
lack wiſdom, Which we always 
do, as much as we want breath; 
we are to afk it of the Spirit of 
wiſdom, and it ſhall be gwen us. 
| He will make us wife unto falva- 
| tion; He will keep us” in the 
uſe of means dependent on his 
leading us into all uſeful truth, | 
| and of his revealin g tous the things 

| which are freely given to us of 
God, to ſhew them tg us, as re- 
| alities, and to put ug into the en- 
x ment of them, as bleſſings. In 
this dependence on him, we live, 
| and move, and have our being. 
Our ſpirit ual life and faculties, and 
the exerciſe of them, and the im- 
0 6 provement 
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provement of them, are entirely 
from his influence. For the A 


tle, mentioning. the ſeveral giſts 


and graces of the Holy Spirit, ſays, 


All theſe worketh ew one, and 


the ſelf-fame Spirit, dividing to 


every man his on gifts, accord- 
ing to his o.]n will.“ To him 


then we are to look up for every 
good gift, and every Perfect gift. 


Whenever we open the bible, we 
ſhould afk his light and his teach- 
ing. i He is | the chief commenta=- 
tor. He only can put the ſcrip- 
tures into our inward- parts, and 


| write them upon our hearts, fo 


that we may experience them to 


be the power of God unto our 


own ſalvation. Our firſt reform- 
ers were of this ſentiment, ex- 


horting us to pray, that by the 


holy inſpiration of God's Spirit, 


þ 


- 


we mand think thoſe things that 
be 
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be good, and by his mereiful 


guiding, may perform the ſame. 
Grant to us, e we beſeech 
thee, the Spirit, to think, and do 


that we who cannot do any thing 


ing to thy will, through Jeſus 


Sunday after Prinity. 


As they prayed, ſo they gun 


For we meet with two hymns; 


inſerted by the reformers im the 


Common Prayer Book, appointed 
to be ſung at the ordaining- of 
| prieſts, and at the conſecration of 


Come, Holy Ghoſt, our ſouls inſpire, x 
And lighten with celeſtial fire, &c.. 


Out of the ſecond I quote ſome. 
verſes, not for any excellency-of 


that is good without thee, may 
by thee be enabled to live accord- | 


| biſhops. The firſt” degins with 
| theſe words— 


the. | 


always ſuch things as be rightful; 


Chriſt our Lord; Amen. Nineh 


2 — 
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Send down thy heavenly light, 


[ 62 ] 
the poetry, but for the ſoundneſs 
of the -divinity exprefied i in Wee 
lines 18 1 2¹¹ 
— 44 Hot) hof, — el 
Proceeding from abov - Sag; 


- from the Father and the gas, 
ITbe od of erer and love. 


| "Viſit our minds, and i into us g | 

Thy heav'nly grace infpire, — * | 

; That in all truth and godlineſs 2 
We way have true deſire. 0 


Tbu in thy gifts art manifold, | 
Whereby Chriſt's Church doth Hind, | 
In faithful hearts writing thy law,” 
The finger of God's hand. 1 


According to thy promiſe made, 

oa giveſt ſpeech of grace, 

| | That thro' thy help, the praiſe of God 
May ſtand in every place. 


O Holy Ghoſt, into our ſouls 


* 
_s — * r Ry" 
W - 


| e our hearts with fervent love, 
It 9 ſerye SN, day, and night. s 


15 
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Strengthen and ſtabliſh our weakneſs, + | 
So feeble and ſo frail, 3 
| . That neither devil, world, nor Act, 

Againſt us may prevail, - | 


Grant us, 0 Lord, thro? chee to ki * 
The Father mott of many 

; That of his dear beloved oP, dts 7 

" we e may attain the ſigbt. 


And that with perfect faith allo, 
We may acknowledge then 
The Spirit of them both always, At 

One God, in perſons _ Sor O91 


From theſe ab it ap- 
pears to be the doctrine of the ſerip- 
tures, and of our reformers in har- 
mony with them, That ſpiritual 
life, and knowledge, and/faith 
in Chriſt, and hope in him, that 
maketh not aſhamed, and holy 
| love, with.every godly motion of 
the heart, come from the holy in- 

ſpiration of God the Spirit. It is 
from him, that we undefſtand the 
Na | ſcriptures, 
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perſevere in the uſe of means, and 


ndence on his preſence in them, 
for the furtherance and joy of our 
| faith. He begins, he carries on, 
and he perfects our learning in his 
revealed word and will. O that 
he may make us, and keep us good 
| ſcholars, in an abiding ſenſe of the 
| neceffity of his divine teaching: 
go together in our bible ſtudies, 
and bible experience: ſo that this 


faith. 


our God, but thoſe things which 


our 


- 2 —ů — —— EY 2 _ = way, _ 


ſeriptures, | in the mind of the Spi- 
rit : It is from his grace that we 
grow in ſeripturs knowledge, and 


at the ſame time in a conſtant de- 


that the Spirit and the word may 


may be the daily prayer of our 
| O thou Spirit of wiſdom and re- | 

velation, wild haſt taught us that | 
ſecret things belong to the Lord 


are revealed belong to us, and to | 


to hear them, read them, and me- 


mote precious: In every day's. 


ven, enabled to bring forth tlie 


l For all theſe bleſſings keep us 


| 


eyes of our underſtanding to un- 
derſtand what is revealed in the 
ſeriptures for our uſe, . Diſpoſe us 


ditate on them, with profit. And 
help us to mix more faith with 
them, that they may become 


reading, grant that we may find 
them to be the ingrafted word, 

and that we are really branches. 
grafted into the tree of life, aud 
by the rain, and ſhining. of hea- 


fruits of the Spirit abundantly... 


ever dependent on thy divine y 
teaching, that our fruits may grow 
richer, and riper—we may be. more. 
humble in our hearts, and more , 
thankful. in our lives; And ſo. 
e, who can learn nothing as we 
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our; children, for ever, open the 
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ought without thee, may by thy 
grace be made wiſe unto eternal 
ſalvation, through faith which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus - TO whom with _ 
thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy 
Spirit, be equal honour and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 


* 
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CHAP, Ill. 


The believer's triumph in the Lord 
His righteouſneſs. 


HE object of his rejoicing is 
always one and the ſame, 
. yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, 
without any variableneſs, or ſha- 
dow of turning, It is Chriſt, God 
in Chriſt, concerning whom. the 
commandment runs—Rejoice in 
the Lord Jeſus always, and again, 
I fay, rejoice ; there being in him 
a fountain of joy ſpringing up in- 


to everlaſting life. What he is in 


his own wonderful perſon - hat 
is revealed of his gracious works 


and ways in his dealings with the 


finners of mankind what he did 
for them in the days of his fleſh— 

what he does in them by his Spirit 
in 


| 


* 
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in time—what he has promiſed to 
give them in eternity; in every 
poſſible view that can be taken of 
him, a believer may, and ought 
to rejoice always, and that with 
a fulneſs of joy : For thus the 


Apoſtle offers up his. praiſe— | 
„Now thanks be to God, who | 


always cauſeth us to triumph in 
Chriſt.” Wor he has in his perſon 


| every poſſible ſubject of triumph- 


ant joy. He is true and very God: 
And he 1s true and very man 
God and man in one Chriſt. The 
prophet Iſaiah foretold this mar- 


vellous union, and gloried in the 


proſpect: For us men, and for 


our ſalvation, a child is born, and 
a ſon is given: And his name ſhall 


be called Wonderful, becauſe the 
child is the mighty God, and the 


Son is the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. This is the great 


myſtery | 


— — A. A. A. 


——— — — — 


——ů— 


5 
| 


Saints in the Old Teſtament ſang 
with the ſweeteſt melody, in their 
hearts unto the Lord, as the pro- 
phet does in the one hundred and 


forty-eighth Pſalm, calling upon 
all in heaven and earth, with all 


their inhabitants, to join him in 


the praiſes of Immanuel: | Becauſe | 
his Name alone 1s excellent, and } 


his praiſe above heaven and earth. 


| 


Sothat New Teſtament ſaint felt it, 
who declared, that he accounted all 
things but loſs, for the excellency 


of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 


my Lord: For whom I have ſuf - 


fered the loſs of all things, and I 
| do account them but dung, that 1 


may win Chriſt, and be found in 


him found ſo united to him as | 
to be one with him: For he was 
united to our nature, in order to 


FO about another moſt bleſſed 


union. 


a 
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| myſtery of godlineſs, of which the 


U 
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| 


union. He takin g our nature, that 
we might take his He made the 


Son ak man, that we might be made 


the ſons of God—He having the | 


power of an endleſs life, that he 
might give ſpiritual and eternal 
life to all believers: For they in 


| | the day of his power are joined to 


the Lord by one Spirit—the fame 
Spirit in the members as in the 
Head—that through him, their 
Head, they might be able to ſay, 
Truly our fellowſhip is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the bond of his Spirit. 


It is not poſſible for man to con- 
ceive higher things, than our | 


| Lord has prayed for in theſe 


| words: Neither pray J for theſe | 
| alone, but for them alſo who ſhall 
| believe on me through their word: 


That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in 


thee, 


— — 
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| thee, that they, alſo may be one 
in us, that the world may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me: And the 
glory which thou gaveſt me, I 


have given them, that they may 


be one, even as we are one.“ B 

virtue of this union with Chriſt, 
ho is the Head over all things to 
the church, his members have 
fellowſhip with him in his holy 
life: He is the Lord Jehovah 
their rigbteouſneſs: For them he 
became ſubject to the law, and 
obedient to its precepts, born of a 
woman, and made under the law, 
that through his obedience many 


I might be made righteous. Lo, I 


come, ſays he, to D0 thy wall, 
O God, — he did it by fulfilling 
| all righteouſneſs. | As the ſurety 
for his people, what he did, when 
he magaified the law, and made 
| it; cindy honourable in all its 


demands, 


— 
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demands, was for them, and for 
their juſtification, that it might [ 
be imputed unto them for righte- | 
ouſneſs, and they might-be dealt | 
with as righteous at the judgment | 
ſeat of God. In this the father of 
| the faithful made his boaſt, and 
gloried all the day long: For we 
| read, that he believed in God, and | 
God imputed to him righteouſ- | 
{ nefs, loving him as his friend, and 
bleſſing him in all things. Now | 
it was not written for his fake | 
alone, that it was imputed to | 
him; but for us alſo, to whom it | 
| ſhall be imputed, if we believe on 
him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord 
from the dead: For the children 
of believing Abraham are freely 
made heirs, as he was, of the | - 
righteouſneſs which is by the faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Hear one of them 
with what heart-felt joy he cele- | 
[ brates 
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brates his triumphant ſtate in 
Chriſt : <©* I will hope continually, 
and J will praiſe thee more and 
| more—my mouth ſhall ſhew forth 
thy righteouſneſs, and thy falva- 
tion all the day: For I know not 
the numbers thereof : I will goin | 
the ſtrength of the Lord God, I 
| C will make mention of thy righte- 
1 ouſneſs, even of thine oN v. 
He found the bleſſings flowing 
from it numberleſs, and endleſs : | 
| So that it was all he wanted for 
his juſtification to life, and for his 
title to glory—it oNLY. In the 
| fame Pſalm, admiring and adoring 
the wonders of the gift of grace, he 
breaks out: Thy righteouſneſs, 
| O God, is very high, who haſt. 
| done g great things : O God, whois | 
| like unto thee?” He was en | 
| plete inthis righteouſneſsof Chriſt, 
| that he would mix nothing with 
n D it 
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it for his free acceſs to God, or 


for his full acceptance before God. 
He knew, that this righteouſneſs 


| of faith was appointed of God, 


was the gift of his grace, and was 
all-ſuthcient, being an everlaſting 


| righteouſneſs: And therefore it 


effectually removed the conſciouſ- 


| neſs of fin from his heart, and 
| enabled him to come boldly to the 
| throne of grace, where he ſtood 
perfectly juſtified in Jeſus. And 


] kin the ſame ſpirit we hear a New 


Teſtament ſaint reſolving to ex- 
clude all glorying, except in 
Chriſt, and in his righteouſneſs, 


in whom Gad can be juſt, and yet 


the juſtifier of him who believeth 


in Jeſus. Where is boaſting then ? 
{ It is excluded. By what law ? 


By the law of works? Nay, but 


by the law of faith: Therefore 
| we conclude, that a man is juſti- 


fied 


* 
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fied by faith without the deeds of 
the law; and that Chriſt is the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth.“ This 
was the apoſtle's higheſt ambition, | 
to be found in his precious Sa- : 
viour. O that I may rejoice in 
him through life, and may be 
found in him at the hour of death, 
and at the day of judgment— 
found in him, not having mine 
own. righteouſneſs, which is of 
| thelaw, but that which 1s through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteoul- | 
neſs which 1s of God by faith, 
Bleſſed teſtimony for Jeſns—en- | 
couraging example to -place our 
whole truſt and confidence in the 
Lord our righteouſneſs, and our | 
ſtrength : For he is the ſame to 
| us as he was to the apoſtle Paul, 
and we have as good reaſon to tri- 
| umph as he had, becauſe it is 
| D 2 written, 1 | 
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written, I will greatly rejoice in 
| the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful 
in my God: For he hath clothed 
] me with the garments of ſalvation, 
he hath covered me with the robe 
| of. righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom 
{ decketh himſelf with ornaments, 
and a bride adorneth herſelf with 
| her jewels: For as the earth 
bringeth forth its bud, and as the 
| garden cauſeth the things that are 
{ ſown in it to ſpring forth; ſo the 
Lord God will caule righteouſneſs 
and praiſe to ſpring forth before all 


the nations.“ This is the righte- 


ouſneſs of faith, and theſe are the 


fruits of it, which abound to the 
glory of God, even peace with 


him, joy in him, a holy walk 


with him, and a victorious war- 
fare by him, In the Lord ſhall 
all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, 


and ſhall glory. Herein to glory 
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is the believer's bounden duty. 
He is called to it, as his goſpel | 
privilege, and according to his 
faith he does triumph iu it, as his 
preſent happineſs, and as a good 
ground for his hope of eternal 
joy. Wonderful bleſſings are 
promiſed to this faith and hope, 
and they are truly experienced at 
| this day, Bleſs the Lord, O my 
ſoul, for his providing ſuch a gar- 
ment for glory and beauty. He 
has warranted thee to put it on, 
and having through it free acceſs | 
into his preſence, he has com- 
manded thee to join that great 
| multitude, whom no -one can 
number, who are ſtanding before | 
the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, and palms | 
in their hands, and who cry with 
a loud voice, ſaying, ** Salvation to 
our God, who ftteth upon the 
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throne, and to the Lamb for ever.“ 
Their robes are /as white as the 
light, being waſhed'clean in the 
blood of the Lamb, and through 
him they. have conquered, as the 
palms in their hands denote ; yea, 
are more than conquerors, having 


| crowns of righteouſneſs upon their 
heads, which can never fade away. 


For grace reigns through righte- 
ouſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. O what matter 


of triumph is here! A righteouſ- 


neſs abſolutely perfect, and ever- 
laſting! This greatly enhances 


all our high joys in Chriſt, that 


there is full ſecurity for their con- 


tinuance. It depends on the faith- 


fulneſs of God to his word and 
promiſe, fixed in his eternal coun- 
ſels, and eſtabliſhed upon immu- 


table things. Their righteouſneſs 


is of me, ſaith the Lord, and 


x Ker . | mine 


oy 
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mine is an everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs: Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens, and look upon the earth 
beneath: For the heavens | ſhall 

vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the 
earth ſhall wax old like a garment, 
and they that dwell therein ſhall 
die in like manner, but my ſalva- 
tion ſhall be for ever, and my 
righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſh- 
| ed.” Theſtate of a believer is al- 
ways one and the ſame on God's 
part. He may vary in his appre- 
henſions of his ſtate, but with 
God there is no variableneſs, or 
ſhadow of turning. He may be 
a believer walking in darkneſs— 
tempted to doubt, he may pay too 
much attention to ſenſe and feel- 
ing - may get into a legal ſpirit 
his evidences may be N 
when out ward things and provi- 


dences ſeem to make againſt him, 
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his faith may be ſore tried, and he 


may ſtagger at the promiſes of God 
through ſome fit of unbelief—the 


man changeth, but God changeth 


not. His mercies are ſure mer- 
cies. They cannot fail: For they 
ſpring from the ocean of grace, | 
and are ſtreams which no created 
power can cut off: But they ſhall 
infallibly return to it again, and 


| ſhall bring with them all the hap- 


py objects of his love. The Fa- 
ther choſe them, and gave them 
to his Son, who has all their names 
written in the Lamb's book of 

life: For them he lived and died: 


And when he preſents them at the 


laſt day to the Father“ Behold 
I, and the children whom thou 
haſt given me, not one of them 
ſhall be wanting: For the Holy 


Spirit is by his office the Lord and 
giver of life to them, and in the 


day 
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day of his power he enables them 
to receive Jeſus, and to live by 
faith upon him, as members united 
to, and in fellowſhip with their 
| glorified Head. This covenant of 
the bleſſed Trinity is unalterable, 
| being ordered in all things and 
ſure. All the ſubjects of its grace 
ſhall infallibly be ſaved, according 
to our Lord's promiſe, and accord: 
ing to our Lord's prayer, viz. | 
12 My ſheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal life, 
and they ſhall never periſſi, neither 
ſhall any pluck them out of my 
hand.“ Truſting to theſe immu- 
table ſecurities the heirs of promiſe 
are commanded to draw ſtrong 
conſolation, even to rejoice in Je- 
ſus with a fulneſs of joy; in dark- | 
neſs as well as walking in light— 
in winter as well as in ſummer— |. 
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in adverſity as well gs in proſperity | 
Ain death as well as in life; be- 
| cauſe he has all power in heaven 
and earth to make good to them 
every covenant engagement. And 
he will do it ; for the ranſomed of 
the Lord ſhall return, and ſhall 
come to Sion with ſongs, and ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads; they 
ſhall obtain joy and gladneis, and 
ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away 
for ever. 
DO thou moſt bleſſed God and 
Saviour, thou art the Lord our 
righteouſneſs and our ſtrength. 
I believe that the whole Iſrael 
of God ſhall be juſtified onLy 
| by thee, and in thee oNLY ſhall 
| they glory. O let thy Spirit abide 
with me to increaſe in me this 
faith, that by freſh ſupplies of his 
| grace I may be kept from going 
about to eſtabliſh my own righte- 
ouſnels, 


ouſneſs, and may conſtantly ſub- 
mit myſelf to the righteouſneſs of 
God. And by the ſame grace help 
me to bring forth the fruits of 
„ abundantly unto the 
glory and praiſe of God, magnify- 
ing thine atonement in the peace 
of my conſcience, exalting thy 
righteouſneſs in the love of 

heart, and in my walk and War- 
fare glorifying thy fulneſs: So 
that out of it I may be receiving a 
ſufficiency of grace, by which I 
am now enabled to bleſs thee for 
the hope of glory. To thee, al- 
mighty Jeſus, for the work of 
righteouſneſs, which is peace, and 


for the effect of righteouſneſs, 
which is quietneſs and aſſurance 


for ever: To thee be everlaſting 
praiſe. Amen, and Amen. 
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HAP. IV. 


The believer”s triumph in Teſus un- 


der a ſenſe of the defilement of ſin. 


'T is in virtue of this fellowſhip 
with Jeſus, that believers are | 


freely forgiven all their iniquities. 


His atonement was the work of 
our great High Prieſt, who was 
made fin for us, although he 
knew no fin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God:i in 
him. God is of purer eyes than 


to look upon the leaſt iniquity: 


And there is a defilement in ſin, 


which makes it exceeding filthy 


and abominable in his ſight. He 
ſhewed his utter abhorrence of it 
by eſtabliſhing i in the Old Teſta- 


ment 
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TY 

ment ſuch an abundance of legal 
pollutions, as might exhibit to 
ſenſe the defiling nature of fin, 
and might keep it ever before their | 
eyes, and freſh upon their minds. | 

And by making it neceflary, that 
the worſhippers ſhould be purified 
from theſe pollutions, and by ef- | 
tabliſhing the means of their puri- 
fication, and by forbidding every 
other, he would lead them to ex- 
erciſe faith in the great purifier, 
whoſe office it was to purge their 
conſciences, before they could 
offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteouſneſs. And it was a fixed 
law, That if any one legally un- 
clean neglected or refuſed the ap- 
pointed means of being cleanſed, 
he was to bear his iniquity: For 
an unpardoned ſinner can have no 
communion with a moſt holy God. 
Unto the pure all things are 
pure, 


„ 


af 4 © Ts 
pure, but unto them that are-de- 
filed and unbelieving is nothing 
pure, but even their mind and 
conſcience is defiled. The mind 
is the fountain from whence all the 
ſtreams flow. Out of the heart | 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
| adulteries, &c. theſe are the things 
which defile the man. An en- 
lightened conſcience is made ſen- 
ſible of this, and feels the neceſſi- 
ty of being purified from all fil- 
thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, in order 
to approach God, and to have 
boldneſs and acceſs with confi- 
dence to the throne of grace. His 
meditations at ſuch times are like 
| theſe. 
The more I know of myſelf, 
the more I am led to loath myſelf, 
and to repent in duſt and aſhes : 
For I am a ſinner, filthy and abo- 
minable altogether. By nature as 
| vile 


th. 
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vile as fin can render a fallen crea- | 


ture, and daily polluting myſelf in 


heart and life with freſh impuri- 
| ties. I have no means of cleanſ- 


ing myſelf: No hope, that any 
thing in the creation can do it for 


me. Deep in my very conſtitu- 
tion the ſtain remains. And I am 


forced to be crying out—Unclean, 


unclean. My caſe would be quite 
deſperate, if God himſelf had not 


provided a remedy, the report of 
which has come to mine ears in 


the goſpel. O it is bleſſed news. 


I welcome it to my heart: That 


God has opened a fountain, which 
cleanſeth from all ſin. He has re- 
commended it to me, as having 
infinite virtue and everlaſting ef- 
ficacy to cleanſe. And I have a 
command from heaven, vile and 
filthy as I am, to make uſe of it: 
For thus it is written“ In that 


| N day 
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day there ſhall be a fountain open- 
ed to the houſe of David, and to 
| the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for 
ſin and for uncleanneſs.” When 
the Holy Spirit enables the fi inner to 
believe the report, and to mix faith 
with it, then he has a warrant 
thus to pray —“ Purge me with 
hyflop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh 
me, and I ſhall be whiter than 
ſnow—Hide thy face from my 
ſins, and blot out all mine iniqui- 
ties—Create in me a clean heart, 


O God, and renew a right ſpirit 


and anſwers the prayer in theſe | 

words—** I will fprinkle clean | 

water upon you, and ye ſhall be 

clean; from all your filthineſs and 

from all your idols will I cleanſe | 

you: A new heart alſo will I give 
you, and a new ſpirit will I put 

within you, and I will take away 
= the 


— 


within me.“ And the Lord hears 


Dre 


the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, | 


aud I will give you a heart of 


fleſh: And I will put my Spirit 


within you, and J will cauſe you 


to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye | 


ſhall keep my judgments and do 
them: I will alſo fave you from 


all your uncleannefles.” The ſa- 


crifices from the beginning preach- 
ed this bleſſed doctrine: Their 
blood could ſanctify by divine ap- 


pointment to the purifying of the | 


| fleſh ; How much more ſhall the 
blood of Chriſt, who through the 


eternal Spirit offered himſelf with- | 


out ſpot to God, purify the con- 


ſcience from dead works to ſerve | 
the living God. Bleſſed, for ever | 
bleſſed be his grace, who by this | 
offering . hath opened a fountain | 


for fin and for uncleanneſs, in 
which the moſt polluted may waſh 
and be clean: For Chriſt ſo loved 
| the 


' 
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| the church as to give himſelf for 
it, that he might ſanctify and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of wa- 
ter by the word; that he might 
preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
church, not having ſpot or wrin- 
| Kle, or any ſuch thing, but that 
it might be holy and without 
blemiſh : For his blood has infi- 
nite virtue to purify the fouleſt 
ſinner, even ſo to cleanſe him, 
that he may be perfect for ever: 
And the great uſe of faith is to re- 
ceive it, and to apply it, even as 
God himſelf has recommended it, 
and it has loſt none of its virtue. 
To this very day, it purifies as 
perfectly as ever it did, and behev- | 
ers now 1n life, and in the hour of 
death, feel its divine efficacy, as 
truly as the martyred Stephen did. 
| I find a dying Chriſtian thus pro- 
claiming his faith and hope in it, 
| when 


— 
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when heart and fleſh were failing 
him. Am not I, my friends, a 
monument of God's rich, free |: 
grace, of his boundleſs love and 
mercy in Chriſt? O moſt exten- 
ſive is the efficacy of his precious 
blood: For it has reached to me, 
one of the vileſt of ſinners: O here 
is boundleſs goodneſs, unfathom- 
able love: This blood has waſhed 
clean my ſoul, the ſeat of defile- 
ment, that was as black as hell; 
purified my conſcience, that was 
darker than the grave, and made | 
it brighter than the light; in a 

Word, this blood will make me, 
who was vile, moſt vile, a child 
of hell, an heir of wrath, holy be- 
fore God, and fit to live with God, 
and the Lamb, with angels, and 
the ſpirits of good men made per- 
fect, to all eternity, and in a few 
minutes my ſoul ſhall be made 


perfect 
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perfect alſo. O bleſſed, for ever 


bleſſed be God my Saviour: Eter- | - 


nal praiſes be rendered unto thee.“ 
This is true faith, and high ho- 
nour put upon the blood of Jeſus, 
to ſeal God's teſtimony concern- 
ing it. He hath ſet forth Jeſus 
Chriſt to be a propitiation through 
| faith in his blood. Truſting to it, 
the fouleſt fins are waſhed as | 
white as ſnow, and crimſon fins 
as the pureſt wool. So the Be- 
loved fays to his church—** Be- 
hold, thou art fair, my love: Be- 
hold thou art all fair, there is no 
ſpot in thee: Thou art all glori- 
ous within.“ No angel can be 
\ whiter or purer, or ſtand more 
accepted before God than he does 
who is wathed in the blood of the 
Lamb. O blefled man who haſt 
obtained redemption by it! Thou 


art commanded to enter with 


boldneſs | 


93 ] . 
boldneſs into the Holieſt by the 
| blood of Jeſus the way is open; 
thou art called to draw near with a 
true heart, in full aſſurance of 
faith, having thy heart ſprinkled 
from an evil conſcience, and thy 
body waſhed with pure water, 
that thou mayeſt hold thy profeſ- 
ſion of faith without wavering, as 
that great multitude did, Who 
waſhed their robes, and — them 
white in the blood of the Lamb; 
they are now crying with a 
loud voice, Salvation to our God 
| who fitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever.“ They 
triumph indeed: And fo mayeſt 
thou. Thou haſt the ſame — 
as they have. The ſame foun- 
tain, which waſhed their robes, 
cleanſes thine. The ſame pro- 
miſes that it will, and thou ſhalt 
ſtand before God without ſpot 4 
in 


— we 
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fin unto eternal ſalvation, as per- 


fect as they. Jeſus is thy Saviour, 
as truly as he 1s theirs: Even to- 


day thy conſcience purged from 


guilt, and thy heart purified by 
faith, thou mayeſt enter within 
the vail, and make {ſweet melody 


in thy heart unto the Lord thy 


God. Our elder brethren round | 


his throne are employed in the 
| ſame delightful work : We do it 
| here as well as we can: They in 
| heaven, and we on earth. The 


ſame ſubje& in the church below, 
as well as above, and the ſame 
employment, We try to ſing the 
praiſes of the worthy llaughtered 
Lamb in as high a note as they do. 
And when we fail we try again, 


praying the Holy Spirit to enable 


us to _ in tune with them, 
that our ſongs may daily be more 


ſpiritual and heavenly, A poet of | 


Our 
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our own, feeling ſomething of 
this harmony, would have us to 


celebrate the triumphs of the 
Lamb of God, in theſe words: 


There is a fountain fill'd with blood, 
Drawn from Im nanuel's veins, 


And ſinners ꝓlung'd beneath that flood, 
Loſe all their guilty ſtains. 


The dying thief rejoic'd to ſee 
That fountain in his day; 
And there have I, as vile as he, | 

Waſh'd all my "ſins away. 


Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood 

Shall never loſe its power, 

Till all the ranſom'd church of God 
Be fav'd to fin no more, 


| Fer ſince by faith I ſaw the ſtream 
Thy flowing wounds ſupply, 


Redeeming love has been my theme, [ 
And ſhall be till I die. 


Then in a nobler ſweeter ſong 
PII ſing thy power to fave, 


When this poor hſping ſtamm'ring tongue 
Lies filent in the grave. . 


| 
3 
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The ſong of heaven is u | 
this ſame. ſubject. The Holy | 
| Ghoſt has taught us the very 
words of their divine hymn, and 
what is the harmony of all the | 
redeemed round the throne with 
one heart and one voice, bleſſing 
God apd the Lamb: O that he 
may tune our hearts to join the 
chorus, and fit us now to ſing in 
as high a ſtrain as we can, and 
every day to aim higher, till we 
come to the completion of the | 
heavenly viſion thus deſcribed by 
the apoſtle. 
« After this I beheld, and lo, a 
| great multitude, whom no one 
could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
ſtood before the throne, and before | 
| the' Lamb, clothed with white 
© | robes, and palms in their hands : 
| Theſe are they who came out of 
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great tribulation, and have waſhed 
their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb: There- 
fore are they before the throne of 
God, and ſerve him day and night 


in his temple ; and he that fitteth } 
upon the throne ſhall dwell among 
them. They ſhall hunger no 


more, neither thirſt any - more, 
neither ſhall the ſun light on them, 
nor any heat; for the Lamb, who 
is in the midſt of the throne, thall 
feed them, and ſhall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters, 
and ſhall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes: And they ſung with a 


our God, who fitteth upon the 


throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever”—Unto him that loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in 


| his own blood, and hath made 


loud voice, faying—* Salvation to 
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us kings and prieſts unto God we 
his Father, to him be glory and. 


dominion, for ever and ever. 
1 a 
Amen. 
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| The believer's triumph over ſin in 
; its guilt. 


T* forgiveneſs of ſins is the 
grand doctrine of ſalvation, 

on which peace with God is built. 
| Sin is preſent with the believer, 
but pardoned. Sin is felt, but 
ceaſes to condemn, This is the 6 
chief difficulty in experience. Ho-) 
| the truth of God, and his holineſs, 
and his threatenings, and the be- 
nour of his law can be maintained, 
| and yet he can be faithfuland juſt | 
| to forgive us our fins. The be- 
| hever may be often ſhaken in his 
| mind, and troubled with legal | 
| fears and workings, if he be not | 
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ſo well eſtabliſhed by the Spirit, 
and Word of God, as to ſubmit in 


his. conſcience. to God's way of 


pardoning ſin: It was always one 
and the ſame, contrived and ap- 
pointed in the everlaſting councils 


of the bleſſed Trinity, and reveal- 


ed upon the entrance of ſin, viz. 


that a perſon in Jehovah would 


become incarnate, and take away 
ſin by the facrifice of himſelf.” To 
him Moſes 'and all- the. prophets 


give witneſs, that through his 
name, whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall receive remiſſion of fins. 
'The proclamation of grace holds 
When Mo- 


it out moſt clearly. 
ſes was permitted to ſee his glory, 


the Lord paſſed by before him, 
and proclaimed, The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, 


long ſuffering, and abundant in 


goodneſs and truth: Keeping mer- 
be. 
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quity and tranſgreſſion and fin.” 
Every ſacrifice preached this ſame 
truth viſibly, ſhewing the death 


| which the ſinner deſerved, and the 
divine method of pardoning it, 


through faith in the Lamb flain =o 


| from the foundation of the world: 
For jeſus is the very paſchal 
Lamb who was ſacrificed for us: 
And the deliverance. which they | 
experienced in Egypt, through the 

ipriokling of his blood, we feel 
| the ſame in our hearts unto this 


day : Through faith they kept the 


paſſover, and the ſprinkling | of | 


blood, leaſt he-that e the 


firſt-· born ſhould touch them: 


Through the ſame faith We keep 
the ſame feaſt, and having — 


redemption through his blood, 


even the forgiveneſs of fins, we 


live ſafe out of the reach of the 
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| deſtroyer: . We rnb our danger 
as they did, and we look to the | 
Lamb of God for ſafety. It is the | 
Holy Spirit who convinces both of | 
fin and of pardon. Hig conviction | 
of fin makes an impreſſion upon | 
the conſcience of its infinite evil. 
He ſtops the ſinner's mouth, and 
makes him ſubſcribe to all that is 
| faid in ſeripture of his guilt, and 
| of his danger. Looking at him- | 
ſelf under the law, and under ſin, 
which is the tranſgreſſion of the 
law, he is made to  fabroit to the 
fentence of condemnation, * and 
has nothing of his own to plead in 
arreſt of judgment. Thus he is 
tau ght 68 think of the law, as 
Go both of its precepts and 
penalties. He ſees infinite juſtice, 
and holineſs, and truth, armed 
'] againſt him, and the deſert of his 
| fins to be everlaſting deſtruction 
1 From. 
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| from the preſence -of the Lend, 
Which he ro no power to reſiſt, 
and no means to eſcape. When 
the Holy Spirit convinces bim of 
| righteouſneſs, and manifeſts the 
grace of God, in the free forgive - 
| neſs of his ſins, yet ſtill he feels 
| the exceeding wickedneſs of them. 
| He loaths and abhors himſelf, as 


| the ſubje of them, and groans, 


being burthened with the abiding | 


ſenſe of his corruptions. At his 
very beſt it is O wretched man, 1 


who ſhall deliver me, &c. but at 
the fame time he can .rejoice in 


God his Saviour] thank God 1 


through Jeſus Chriſt—He is the 
| propitiation for my fins, and I have 
found peace with God through 


faith 1 in his blood. Thus the . 1 


iy Spirit glorifies Jeſus. He giyes 
a ſtedfaſt faith in the atonement 
of Jeſus, and ſettles ſuch a peace 
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in the conſcience, as anſwers all 


charges from fin and from unbe- 
lief. And hereby he fulfils the 


| proclamation of grace in the New | 
| Teſtament, which agrees exactly 


with the ſentiments of the Old. 


| When our Lord ſent out his apoſ- 


tles to preach the goſpel to every 
creature, his commiſhon to them 
runs in theſe words. And Jeſus. 
{aid unto them, Thus it is writ- 
ten, and thus it behoved Chriſt 
to ſuffer, and to rife from the 
dead on the third day: And that 
repentance, and remiſſion of fins | 
ſhould be preached in his name 


among all nations.” They were 


to warn ſinners of their danger, 
and to call upon them to look to 
Jeſus, and to him only, for ſal- 


vation. For he, who command- 


eth all men every where to repent, 


hath exalted Jeſus to be a Prince 


. | and 
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and a Saviour, to give. repentance 


unto his people, and forgiveneſs 


of their fins. It is a gift of his 
royal grace. One of the high 


honours of his exaltation— that he 


can freely forgive every iniquity, 


and tranſgreſſion, and ſin, be they | 
ever ſo many, or. ever ſo great. 
For Jeſus. can take away all ini- 


quity, and receive the ſinner gra- 


. ciouſly, We, ſays Peter, are wit- 
neſſes of theſe things: And ſo al- 
ſo is the Holy Ghoſt; whom God 
hath given to them that obey him 
that come at his call in the goſ- 
pel, and obey it: The Holy 
Ghoſt turning them from ſelf to | 
Chriſt, from {in to righteouſneſs, | 


from a life of ſenſe to a life 


— 


of faith, thereby witneſſes their Þ 
true converſion, which is a con- 


tiuual work of his grace in that 
repentance which is not to be re- 
E 5 pented 
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pented of, and when he enables 
them to glorify God for this mer- 
cy he gives great joy and peace in 
believing the forgivenets of their 
fins: According to the commil- | 


ſion which our Lord gave to St. 
Paul at his converſion, ** 1 ſend. 


thee to the Gentiles, to open their 
eyes, and to turn them from dark- | 


| neſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may 


receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and an 
inheritance among them that are 
fanctified by faith that, is in me.“ 


When this commiſſion is opened 


to a finner in his name, and credit- 


ed by the power of his Spirit, then 
the conſcience is purged from 


guilt, by that one offering, which 
perfecteth for ever. The believ- 
er in it has a clean heart given 


him. It is ſanctified, and made a 
temple for the worſhip of the true 


8 God. | 
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God. To this the word witneſſes | 
[And the Holy Ghoſt is alſo 


| 
| 
| 


a witneſs to him, that he may 


— Every poſſible hinderance being 
remote, he may have acceſs with 
confidetice to the throne of grace 
—to a Father of mercies, loving 
him, and bleſſing him with all 


ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. | 


When he lives up to theſe privi- 


3 67 then he feels as he ought to 


His faith relying Redfaſtly | 


tint the divine promiſes, and 
giving full credit to a faithful God, 
| he has a good conſcience purged 
from dead works to ſerve the hy- | 
ing God, and his heart conſecrat- 
ed for this ſervice, he may ſing of | 


pardon and peace in as high a note 
of praiſe, and with as much ſpiri- 


tual joy, as ever any believer ex- | 


Fl 


| now enter with boldneſs intò the | 
holieſt of all by the blood of Jeſus 
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the true worſhippers had every 


[ 108 | ] 


perienced. They had much in 
the Old Le t when they 


ſung the triumphs of the Lamb 


of God: in the twentieth Pſalm. 
The argument of which is thus 
given us in Biſhop Horne's Com- 
ment. 1—4: The church pray- 
eth for the proſperity of King 


Meſſiah, going forth to the battle 
as her champion and deliverer. 
For his acceptance by the Father, 


and for the accompliſhment of his 
will ;—5, 6, 7. She declareth her 


full aſſurance of faith, and her re- 
ſolution to truſt in him alone, and 


not in the arm of fleſh ;—8. She 
foreſeeth the fall of her enemies, and 
her own exaltation; and 9g. con- 


cludeth with a prayer to the God 


of her ſtrength.“ As long as the | 
temple ſtood, and the ſervice of | 
God was regularly carried on in it, 


day 


day a ſolemn commemoration of | 
that ſacrifice, which was to -put 
away their fins. They were 


taught to look to that precious 


| blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb with- 


out - blemiſh and without ſpot, 
who verily was foreordained before 


the foundation of the world, whom 


| God had ſet forth in every ſacri- 
fice to be the great propitfation 
and atonement ;3 through which 
alone they were to expect pardon 


| and peace. While the lamb was 


burning on the altar every morn- 
ing and evening, they celebrated 
his praiſes with the choiceſt in- 
| ſtruments of muſic, and with the 
ſweeteſt voices, making alſo me- 


lody in «their hearts at the ſame | 


time unto the Lord. Among 
other hymns given by inſpiration 
of God for this joyful occaſion, 
they uſed to ſing the twentieth 
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| of Jeſus. Some put their truſt in 


| Pſalm, in 
declared their faith and hope in 


He will fend thee help from his 


| thee out of Sion: He will 
| thee according 
he will fulfil all thy purpoſes : 


when Jehovah ſhall fulfil all thy 
requeſts. 4 
that Jehovah will help the Meſ- 
Hah, his Chriſt, and will anſwer 


E 6 1 
which they triumphed 
in the God of their falvation, and 


9 


him in full concert, after this man- 
ner— FEY | 
_* Tehovah will hear thee in the 
day of trouble, the name of the 
God of Jacob will defend thee : | 


ſanctuary, and he will ſtrengthen 
grant 
to thy heart, and 


Then we ſhall ſhout for joy in thy | 
falvation, and in the name of our } 
God we ſhall ſet up our banners, 


Now I have known 


him from his ſanctuary with the 
mighty power of the right hand 


chariots, | 
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| chariots; and others in horſes, but 
| we will cauſe the name of Jeho- 
vah our Alehim, (the Trinity in 
covenant) to be remembered: 
They are brought down and fall- 
en, but we are riſen, and made 
ſtill to ſtand ſafe: For the King 
(Jeſus) will put forth his power 
to ſave us: He will anſwer us in 
the day when we pray unto him.“ 
Theſe are the words of the 
bymn: In which they expreſs 
their faith in the future triumphs 
of the Lamb of God, and their 

hope in that one offering of his 
| which was to perfect them for | 
ever. The divine appointment, 
the divine acceptance, the divine | 
lication of his ſacrifice, is the 
moſt noble ſubject, that could be 
| fung upon earth: Indeed it is the | 
fubject of heaven, and will be the 
harmony and concert of eternity. 

May 


rr 
May the Holy Ghoſt put our 


| hearts in tune to join in it, and to 
was ſlain, ſetting up our banners 


34. conquerors over ſin and Satan, 
and all their enemies. We have 
1 the ſame Jeſus to rejoice in, and 
| as good reaſon as ever believers 
{ had, to rejoice in him with a ful- 
| neſs of joy. When the heart feels 
as happy as it can be here in God 
the Saviour, theſe are ſome of the 


O, what am I, that ſuch a ſin- 
ner as I am ſhould be thus highly 
| favoured! A child of wrath by 
nature, even as others, and = 
practice having ſinned long wah 
{ greedineſs—againſt light and. cons / 
viction—ſinning and forrowing— 
ſotroming and Unning from year 
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adore and to bleſs the Lamb that 


as thy did, Rom, viii. 31, 32, 33, 


delightful exerciſes of faith in his | 
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to year a ſlave to the luſt of the 
fleſh, to the luſt of the eyes, and 
| | to the pride of life, every moment 
| fit and ripe for hell. O what a 
monument of infinite patienee and 

long- ſuffering - ſpared from day too 
day, and at laſt called to the ſav- 8 
ing knowledge of Jeſus. O what 
| exceeding riches of grace are theſe 

E that the Father would chooſe 
me in the Beloved, and give bim 
to ſave me from {in and miſery: 
That he would ſend his Spirit to 
| quicken' me, and to enable me to 
believe, that there was merey in 
Jeſus for me, even for me, and 
plenteous redemption. What ſin- 
ner can be more indebted than I 
am, for ſuch miracles! of grace. 
2 in Glory be to God in the higheſt. 
1 My Lord Jeſus, the great God and 
i my Saviour, gave himſelf for me, 
that he might redeem me from all | ' 
iniquity, F 


* 


{ thy people —and I glory with 
| thine inheritance. Unto him, who 
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iniquity, and might cleanſe me 
from all fin: - Truſting to his 
| atonement, and to his- righteoul- | 
| neſs, I am led to admire the Fa- 
- | ther's full abſolution; Thy fins. 
| and thine iniquities I will remem- 
ber no more.” Thanks be to him 
for this unſpeakable gift. He has 
pronounced them bleſſed, and he 


has cauſed me to feel ſome of their 
blefledneſs, whoſe iniquities he 
has forgiven, and whoſe fin he has | 


covered; And therefore I look | 


forward with thankfulneſs to the | 
great day of redemption, when | 
Jefus will preſent me to himſelf, | 


holy and without blemiſh as if I | 


had never finned. In this hope of | 
ſalvation I triumph before God. 
Now I ſee the felicity of thy cho- 
ſen—I rejoice in the gladneſs of 


choſe 
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who loved me and waſhed me 
from my ſins in his own blood 
Unto him, who gave me this faith 
and keeps me in it; For this fel- 


be eternal praiſe. Amen. 


choſe me in his Son Unto him, 
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lowſhip with the eternal Three, 
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The believer's viclory over the 


donunion of ſin. 


| WE have heard from ſcripture 


{ome of the victories of faith 


| over fin in 1ts pollution and in its 


guilt: But there is ſtill a hard 


warfare to be maintained againſt 
its dominion : For it reigneth ab- 
folutely in the children of diſobe- 
dience, and it never ceaſeth to 
ſtrive for maſtery in the chil- 
dren of God; who have an evil 


nature ſtil—an old man, who 1s | 
corrupt according to the deceitful 
| luſts, and who is to be put off 


every day—denied in his defires— 


| mortified in his affections, and 


crucified 
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crucified in his appetites, Thus 


the commandment runs, Mortify 


therefore your members which are 


upon the earth.“ And the new 
man, who is called to this war- 
fare, is ordered to make uſe of 


Chriſt's fulneſs for promiſed cou- 


rage, and ſtrength, and victory: 
For without Chriſt he can do no- 


| thing. Sin is himſelf—Ile is a 


body of ſin: And he has not only 
to foht againſt himſelf, but alſo 


againſt principalities and powers, 


hoſts of foes, united under the 


| banner of the God of this world, 
| trying all their cunning, and all 


their force to bring the believer 
back into the bondage of corrup- 


tion; and what he has of his own 


is on their fide. - His worſt foe is 
his indwelling ſin, which has a 


| complete body With all its mem 


bers and luſts, always enticing to 


ſomething | 
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ſomething unlawful, and tempt- 


ing to the commiſſion of it. Eve- 
ry faculty is ready to become an 
inſtrument of unrighteouſneſs un- 
to ſin. It is an abſolute tyrant, 


who rules his ſlaves with the moſt 
eruel rigour, keeping them cap- 


tive to his will, although nothing 


but deſtruction and AP be in 


their wa 


Thus original lin is deſcribed in 
the ninth article of our church 


it is the fault and corruption of 
every man born of Adam: And 
not withſtanding it ſtill remain- 
eth in the regenerate, yet there 

is a promiſe of daily and of com- 
plete victory over the tyrant, 
Thus it is written, Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over you, be- 
cauſe ye are not under the law, 
but under grace Once ſin had 


full — but it is taken away 


by 


wal 
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A the Spirit of Chriſt; nat en- 
| | tirely deſtroyed, as to its being, 
but as to its ruling power De- | 
| throned in the judgment, there 
| ſeen as it is — baful, ex- 
| ceeding dangerous Bethronedi in 
the conſcience, the believer no 
| longer under the law, but under | 

grace, is. freed. from condemna- 
| tion—Dethroned-in,the will: Not 
my will, Lord, but thine be done 
| Dethroned in the heart, I hate 
all evil thoughts, but thy law do | 
| I love; O what love have I unto | 
| thy law Dethroned in the life, 
e en with its affections and 
luſts, by the power of the croſs of 
Jeſus. It is not quite dead, but it 
is put to a- lingering death, kept | 
upon the croſs, dying daily. And 
thus the fin, which is pardoned 
| through the blood of Chriſt, is | 
| conquered by the arm of Chriſt, | | 


| | as 1: 
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as it is written, He will ſubdue 
our iniquities, and faith in his 
promiſed help keeps them under, 
ſubdues them effectually, ſo that 
| they do not reign in the mortal 
body to obey them in the luſts 
thereof. Take an inſtance of this 
triumphant faith. Whatever the 
natural man can ſet his heart up- 
on, or ſeek his happineſs in—the 
luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eyes, or the pride of life—Moſes 
| was enabled by the Spirit of Chriſt 


to overcome: By faith, Moſes, 
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when he was come to years, re- 
| fuſed to be called the fon of Pha- 
raoh's daughter, chooſing rather 
'| to ſuffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 
of fin Fog a ſeaſon, eſteeming the | 
| reproach of Chriſt greater riches | 
than the treaſures of Egypt: For 
he had reſpe& unto. the recom- 
5 pence | 


per. . 8 
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B 
pence of the reward. What but 
almighty grace could have given 
bim ſuch a complete victory? He 
gained entire dominion over ſin, 


even when it came to tempt him 


with all the pleaſures, and riches, 
and honours of the world. He 
was made ſtrong in faith: Chriſt 
ruling in his heart brought every 
high thought into ſubjeQion to 
| himſelf: So that Moſes not only 
reſigned all his temporal advan- 
tages for Chriſt's ſake, but what 
natural men account a great para- 
dox, he choſe reproach, poverty, 
miſery, rather than give up his 
| intereſt in Chriſt. - This is the 
victory which ſtill overcometh the 
world, even our faith: For the 
| New Teſtament furniſhes us with 
ſuch another inſtance of Chriſtian 
heroiſm in the apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles. He is giving an account of 
1 * F bis 
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his own experience, and by what 


means he was now no longer un- 


der the law, but zinder grace —a 
ſinner ſaved from the ſentence of 
the broken law, and from all hope 
of being made righteous by by 
own... perſonal keeping of it: I 
through the law, ſays - am dead 
to the law, that I might live un- 
to God, &c. Once he was alive 
without the law, when he thought 
proudly of his own good life, that 
concermng the law he was blame- 
leſs, but when the commandment 


came in the power of the Spirit, 


then it ſlew him, aud killed all 
his former legal hopes. What he 
had truſted in before for life, he 


nod found to be unto death. And 


Chriſt, faith in Chriſt, was the 
oy means by which he ſaw he 
live unto God, by his grace 


24. his glory. By this faith 


he 


i 
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he then experienced the power of | 


the cruciſied and riſen Jeſus: I 
am iu Chriſt, ſays he, crucified 
with him, truly and ſpiritually 
dead to fin, to ſelf, to the world: 


by the virtue of his crofs :  Nevere! } 
| theleſs by the ſame faith in the 
ſame Jeſus, I live, the Spirit of 


life in him has quickened my ſpi- 
rit: He has given me a new birth 
into the ſpiritual world, and has 
brought me to live upon the ful- 
neſs. of Jeſus, as really now by 
faith, as I hope to live upon him 
by ſenſe in heaven; Vet not 1,“ 


I neither had it of myſelf, nor do 1 
continue it by any act of my own, 
but Chriſt liveth in me:“ And 


although I ſeem to live outwardly 


like other men, yet the life which 


I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, de- 


pending upon him every moment 


2 | for 
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for freſh ſupplies of his Spirit, to 
keep me in union and communion 
with the Father and the Son, and 
thereby he gives me to feel in my 
heart ſome of the bleſſings of that 
leve of God in Chriſt, which ſur- 


I paſſeth knowledge. It is this that 


purifies my ſoul, and ſanctifies my 


life: Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be 
his name, who thus loved me, and 
ave himſelf for me. 
Such were the heroes of chriſti⸗ 
anity. They fought the Lord's 
battles, and in the power of bis 
might they ſubdued ſin: They 
Y obtairied dominion over it through 
faith in Jeſus. And the ſame 
faith in the ſame Jeſus is till 
mighty through him to obtain as 
great victories, The truth of his 
promiſe, the faithfulneſs of the 
promiſer, the ſtrength of his arm 


to fulfilhis promiſe; ; theſe did not 


fail | 
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fail Moſes, nor Paul never did— 


never can fail any believer. Thus 
ſpeak eth the Lord unto them 

Sin hall not have dominion over 
you— having pardoned it by my 
blood. I will ſubdue it by my 
Spirit: Truſt me, you ſhall find 


ſtrong faith an overmatch for 


ſtrong fin: Becauſe it fights in the 


ſtrength of Jeſus, to Whom all 


thiog are poſſible, and who muſt 


reigh till he hath put all his ene- 
mies under his feet. And fin and 
death ſhall be no more. Say, it is 
a beſetting ſin, this only gives 
more employment for faith, and 


for the power of Jeſus. It may 


be a ſin of conſtitution, breaking 
out into wrath and paſſion, that 
the man has no government of 
himſelf: But the Spirit of Chriſt 
can make him a new creature, and 
can enable him to put off the old 
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man with his deeds, and to put on | 


the new man, which after God is 


created'in righteouſneſs and true 


holineſs. It may be a long habit 
of ſin: But is any thing too hard 

for the Lord? Has he not pro- 
miſed A new heart will L give 
vou, and 1 will“ put my Spirit | 


within you, and I will cauſe 


firm unto the end. Thus they 
were | 


to walk in my ſtatutes, and ih 
ſhall keep my commandments and 
practiſe them.“ Wherever grace 
reigns this. ſcripture is fulfilled, 


The armies of the Lord of hoſts 
fight under his banner, and no 


weapon formed againſt them can 
proſper—Kept by his mighty 
power they are daily more. than 
conquerors, marching on triumph- 


ant over all oppofition: For he 


enables them to hold faſt the con- 
fidence, and the rejoicing of hope 
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were commanded to pray—**. Or- 


der my ſteps, O Lord, according 
to thy word,, and let not any ini- 
quity have dominion over me.“ 


| They looked to his word, and to 


his arm for the right ordering of 


keep the ſteps of his ſaints, and 


| fin ſhould not have dominion over 


them, now they were no longer 
under the law, but under the 
kingdom of his grace. The vic- 
tory which he had promiſed, they 


expected, and he did put forth his 


power, according to. that good 


word wherein he Had cauſed than 


tyranny of iniquity ; yea, where 


| fn had abounded, grace did much 
more abound in daily victory over | 
its wiles, and its affaults. And 
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their ſteps, believing that he would 


to place their truſt. They found 
his grace ſufficient to ſubdue the 
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the power of Chriſt reſting upon 
them, they were kept in this ſpi- 
rit of prayer. 


2 — e 


O thou God and Per of our 


| Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, ſtrengthen me 


man, that Chriſt may dwell in my 
heart by faith, and I may have 
bis ſtrength to ſet againſt the 
power of x my fins, and mine ene- 
mies. For orders, for courage, 
for perſeverance, for victory, for 
| eternal triumph, I look unto thee 
| for all. Bleſſed be thy name, 
that thou haſt choſen me to be a 
| ſoldier, and to fight under the 
| banner of Jeſus. I will ſing unto 
the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
 eloriouſly, He made all mine 
enemies his own, and they are 


according to thy good word, that 
thou 


| mightily by thy Spirit in the inner 


now under his feet; and I beheve | 
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thou wilt put them under mine; 
Thou haſt conquered them for 
me, and haſt engaged to conquer | 
them in me, and by. me. It is 
of thy mere grace, almighty, Jeſus, 
that Iam enabled to deny myſelf, 
to take up my croſs, and to fol- 
low thee in this holy war. All F 
my ſufficiency is from the freſh } 
| ſupplies of thy Spirit. O grant | 
me them abundantly to the i in- 
creaſe of my faith, and to the 
praiſe of thy promiſed help. 
Cauſe me to depend every mo- 
ment upon it, let me experience, 
that when I am weakeſt in myſelf, | 
I may be made ſtrongeſt in the 

Lord. And when I have nothing 
left me to glory in of mine owu, 
then my ſoul may magnify the 
Lord, and my ſpirit may rejoice | 
in God my Saviour. Behold, God |: 
is my ſalvation, I will truſt and“ 
| 1 not 
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Amen and Amen. 


not be afraid, becauſe the Lord 
Jehovah is my ſtrength and my 
ſong : He alſo is become my ſal- 
vation. To his grace and power 
be all the glory for ever and ever. | 
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troubles. 
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FTER' fin is pardoned, and 
the pardoned finner is enabled 
| to > fight the good fight of faith 
| againſt it, yet there is another 
| enemy aſſaulting him to the laſt 
| moment of his life. Fallen man 
is born to trouble. Fhe man in 
Chriſt is ſo far from being exempt, 
that many are the troubles of the 
| righteous. He is in common 


poverty, and to afflitior 


with others, liable to pain and 
5 of eve- 
ry kind: He is by his very pro- 
feſſion expoſed to ſome of the moſt 
trying nature —his owning Chriſt 
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| his following Chriſt—his con- 
formity to Chriſt—give offence, 
' provoke theomalice of wicked 
men, and the rage of wicked ſpi- 
| rits. Wave does not follow wave 
more certaiuly,.. than every day 
brings its freſh troubles, and for- 


ces the believer to ſeek for aids, 


and comforts out of himſelf. This 


of mere man. Every little pain 
ſtirs vpmurmuringandimpatience, 
and this . rebellion againſt God's 

will is the parent of a thouſand 
fretful tempers: And theſe exer- 
ciſed by ſharp {ſuffering render the 


man truly Ar I his ſuf- 
fering continues long, increaſes 
much, it often drives the poor ſin- 
ner to deſpair; aud if he has no 


Saviour 
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is a ſore fight of afflictions. To 
1 bear up under them with any pa- 


; tience, and to reap profit from | 
them, is a taſk above the pow er 
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Saviour to flee-unto, he is ſome- 
times guilty of ſelf murder, and 
dies in an act of ſin, ruſhing head- 
long inte everlaſting deſtruction 
The w iſdom of man, of Cato him- 
ſelf, furniſhing no better remedy 
againſt the numerous evils of bu- 
man life. 21 

To man thus expoſed tolſuffers 

ing, and helpleſs under it, his ſuf- 
is remaining as long as ſin re- 
maius, how neceſſary muſt be the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
He has vouchſafed to give us his 
promiſes of help, ſuited to ever 
poſſible caſe of diſtreſs, When it 
is his will, that any of his people 
ſhould be tried, he engages to 
make the trial of their faith much 
more precious than that of gold, 
Which periſheth. He is With 
| them, preſent with his divine 
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| upon me, ſays he; im the day of | 


trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorify me: Many are 
the troubles of the righteous, but 
out of them all the Lord deliver- 
eth them.“ They acknowledge 


it with gratitude, God was our 
| refuge and ſtrength, we have 


| found him a very preſent help in 


trouble,“ helping us to bear up un- 
der the heavieſt preſſures, keeping 
his everlaſting arms underneath | 


us, as long as we ſuffer, and if 


the ſufferings increaſe, increaſing 


our faith and patience, until Arte 
have done their perfect work. 


Wben through the aids of his | 


| Spirit theſe promiſes have their 
full credit, through his inward 


peace, which he alone can give, 


and which the world cannot take 


away: When he makes the heart 


to rg — in God, enjoying 


the 


19 
the peculiar {upports « of the goſpel, 


and living up to its privileges, | 
then the believer finds the apoſtle's 


experience to be true“ always 


and ſometimes with a fulneſs of 
joy, according to what is written, 


„ HgBut now, thus faith the Lord, 
| that created thee, O Jacob, and 
he that formed thee, O Iſrael, 
| Fear not, for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy 


name, thou art mine: When 


thou paſſeſt through the waters, 
1 will be with thee, and through 


the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
thee; when thou walkeſt through 


the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flames kindle up- 


on thee : For I am the Lord thy 
| God, the Holy One of Iſrael thy 
Saviour: Fear not, for I am wit 

nee? to | ſupport, to deliver. 


This 
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This is * 4 to the redeemed, 
who are God's property, and 


whom he bought with a great | 
price. What could the Lord God 
engage to do for them more, than | 


is here promiſed, in order to {till 


all their guilty fears, and to quiet | 


all their natural fears? Truſting 


to the redemption that is in the 
blood of the Lamb, they are un- 
der his keeping, they go out in 
his ſtrength to meet their trials 


and their enemies. Jeſus is with 
them, on their ſide; and therefore 


believing in him they need not 
fear any ſuffering. Jchovah is 


their Alehim, their covenant God 


in Trinity, their ſworn allies, en- 
gaged by his almighty arm to ſave 


them from all evil, and to give 


them all poſſible good. I the |. 
Lord, ſays he, do keep thee—I 
will ch thee with the dew of 
3 heaven 
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heaven every moment leſt any. | 


hurt thee, I will keep thee night 
and day.“ Having ſuch great and 
exceeding precious promiſes, with 
what holy courage ſhould the be- 
liever look up to a faithful God, 


and what ſtrong conſolation ſhould | 
they afford him, when he is to go | 
through the fire or through the 


water. He may ſing with Jonah, 
„ T will facrifice, unto thee with 


the voice of thankſgiving—lalva- 
tion is of the Lord.“ Or with 
the triumphant faith of the three | 
children who. were not afraid to 
go into the furnace, heated ſeven 


times hotter than uſual, fully per- 


ſuaded, that Whether they lived 


or died Jeſus would be with them. 


Threatened with the burning fie- 
ry furnace, if they refuſed to 
worſhip Nebuchadaezzar's image, 


They ſaid, O king, we are not 
careful 
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careful to anſwer thee in this mat - 


ter; if it be ſo, our God whom 
we ſerve is able to deliver us from 


the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will delivef us out of thy hand, 
O king.” And he did, he went 


with them into the fire, and they 
walked in the midſt of the flames 


unhurt. The ſame Jeſus is daily 
repeating the ſame miracle. He 


has approved himſelf in all ages to 
be the friend of his afflicted people: 


Whatever he ſends to them, he 


ſends it with his bleſſing. So they 


teſtify—*©* We know that ALL. 
| things work together for good to | 
them that love God.” They | 


knew it by his promiſe, and they 


| felt it by experience: It is good 
for us that we have been in trou- 


ble: We have gone through ma- 
ny feas and ſtorms of affliction, 
and through the raging fire of 
. | _ perſecution, 
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perſecution, not only unhurt, but 


benefited: For Chriſt was with 


us. As the ſufferings of Chriſt 


abounded; ſo our conſolation a- 
bounded by Chriſt: He feels for 
them, as his members, and has 
bowels of the tendereſt compaſ- 
fon In all their affliction he is 
afflicted. He brings in his ſup- 


ports, and comes with his deliver- 


ance in the beſt time. He leaves 
no accuſation of fin in the con- 
ſcience, but gives and maintains a 
{weet peace with God. O what 

utter of triumph is it, when this 
peace rules in the heart, always, 
and by all means teſtifying 
„Since God is for us, who can 
be againſt us? He that ſpared not 
his own ſon, but delivered him 


up for us all, how ſhall he not 

with him alſo freely give us all 

things? Who fhall lay any thing 
| to 
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to the charge of God's elect? It 


is God that juſtifieth, who is he 


that condemneth? It is Chriſt 


_ | that died, yea, rather that is riſen 


again, who is even at the right 


hand of God, Who alſo maketh 


| interceſſion for us.“ Thanks with- 
out ceaſing be to Jeſus, the Lamb 


that was ſlain for this complete 


and eternal victory over ſin: The 


apoſtle carries on his praiſes, Rom. 


viii, that through Jeſus all out- 


ward oppoſition ſhall fall before 


us—“ Who ſhall ſeparate us from 
Chriſt's love to us? Shall tribula- 
tion, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, 
or famine. or nakedneſs, or peril, 
or ſword? As it is written, For 


thy ſake we are killed all the day 


long, we are accounted as ſheep 
| for the flaughter : Nay in all theſe 
| things we are more than conquer- 


ors through him that hath loved | 


39 


Us. 
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( 41 
us.“ His love is in them all 
appoints them, ſends them, pro- 
portions them, and they conquer 
them all in his ſtrength, not only 
conquer, but are more than con- 
querors: They are great gainers; 
they gain what is better chan all 
the world, freſh proof of his love, 
they gain experience of it: For 


they find that nothing can hurt 


them, now he has taken them un- 
der his protection. For this his 
divine ſupport we are taught to 
pray daily, aſking it as a matter of 
mere favour, and expecting it on- 
ly through the grace and- inter- 


ceſſion of our great High Pgeſt— 


We humbly beſeech thee, O 


F ather, mercifully to look upon 


our infirmities, and for the glory 
of thy name turn from us all 
thoſe evils which we moſt righte- 
oully have deſerved, and ve 

that 
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ward man be a greater ſufferer, 
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| that in all our troubles we may 
put our whole truſt and confidence 
in thy: 


rey, and evermore ſerve 
thee in holineſs, and pureneſs of 
living, to thy honour and glory, 


through our only mediator and 


advocate 9 Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. Hehe 

When this is the 3 ret ach, 
outward trials become inward mer- 
cies : For'the Holy Spirit keeps 
the heart ſettled with its whole 
truſt and confidence upon his pro- 


miſed help: So that if the trials 


increaſe, he makes them redound 
If the out- 


even ready to periſh, he renews 
the inward man day by day: He 
brings in abundant grace to ſancti- 
fy abundant ſufferings: Whereby 


1 


he ſatisfies the hearts of the ſuf- 


ng that theſe light afflictions 


| which | 
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| which are but for a moment, will 
work for them a far more excel- 
lent and eternal weight of glory. 
The hope of this keeps them pa- 
tient and —— By the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt, they know. 
this eternal triumph will be ſoon. 
Let a very, very little while, they 
will be favoured with the fight. 
of the king in his beauty: They 
ſhall ſit down with him in his 
| | throne, and ſhall reign with him 
forever and vert... 
For the farther confirtaation of 
| our faith, he has fet before us a 
cloud of witneſſes, who teſtify; | » 
with one voice, that he ſanctified | 
all their troubles, and turned them | 
into covenant bleſſings. So one 
of them ſaid— I will bleſs the 
Lord at all times, his praiſe ſhall | 
continually be in my mouth: My 
ſoul. n make her boaſt in the 
Lord, | 
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Lord, the humble ſhall hear there- 
of and be glad: O magnify the 


Lord with me, and let us exalt 


his name together: I ſought the 
Lord, and de heard, and delivered 


me from all my fears. The 


righteous cry, and the Lord hear- 
eth, and delivereth them out of all 
their troubles.” Their very trou- 
bles become matter of triumph. 
He ſhut them up in the ark, and 
they were ſaved, when he drown- 


ed the world of the ungodly, Pe- 


ter ſpeaking from experience ſays, 


The Lord knoweth how to de- 
liver the godly out of their trou- 
bles, as he did "ihtovus Lot, when 


he overthrew Sodom and Gomor- | 


rah. The more the Egyptians 


oppreſſed his people, the more 
they multiplied and grew. Be- 
hold, the buſh burned with fire, 
| —_ the buſh was not 'confumed. 


The 
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againſt the church, but the blood 
: the martyrs was fruitful, and 


increaſed it both in number and 
in grace. The ſeed of the wieked 
one have been at enmity with the 
children of the promiſe from the 
beginning, but theſe truſted in 
the Captain of their ſalvation, and 

he led them on conquering and to 


conquer: Through faith they 


ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righ- 

teouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtop- 
ped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, eſcaped the 
edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs. 
were made ſtrong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the ar- 
mies of the aliens, women receiv- 


ed their dead raiſed to life again, 


and others were tortured not ac- 
cepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better reſurrection” 
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| The fire of | perſecution - raged 
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| | —=theſe and the other worthies 
| mentioned, Hebrews chap. x1. did 
| | wonders through Chriſt, who 
ſtrengthened them : They loved 
j not their lives unto death, fully 
| | perſuaded, that when he ſhould 
] call them to it, he would be with 
them, and would enable them to 
finiſh their courſe with joy. And 
he did: For they all obtained a 
good report through faith, leaving 
us an example to follow the ſteps 
| of their faith, and encouraging us 
| | to do it with holy boldneſs, what- 
ever troubles we meet with in 
our way, We may, we ought 
to rejoice in tribulation: For we 
have the ſame Jeſus to look unto, 
the author and the finiſher of their 
faith and ours, the ſame promiſes 
| of his ſupport, the ſame almighty 
arm to make them good, and the 
| ſame matter of triumph, which 
* they 
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they experienced, whom he led 


on from ſtrength to ſtrength, until 
every one of them i in Sion appear- 


ed before God. This is the cer- 


tain heritage of the ſervants of the 
Lord, and "their righteouſneſs and 
falvation'i is of me, Haith the Lord. 


Of the ſame ſentiments were 


our reformers, which they give 
us in theſe remarkable words in 
one of their prayers: O God, who 
art the author of peace, and lover 
of concord, in knowledge of whom 
ſtandeth our eternal life, whoſe 
ſervice is perfect freedom: De- 


fend us thy humble ſervants in all 
aſſaults of our enemies, that we 


ſurely truſting in thy defence may 
not fear the power of any adver- 
ſaries, through the might of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
And to the ſame purpoſe in one 


of their homilies they thus expreſs 
G2 themſelves: 
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CRE... 4 All correction which 


God ſendeth us in this preſent 


time, ſeemeth to have no joy and 


comfort, but ſorrow and pain, 
yet it bringeth with it a taſte of 
God's mercy, and goodneſs, to- 
wards them that be ſo corrected, 
and a ſure hope of God's everlaſt- 


ing conſolation in heaven. If then 


theſe ſorrows, diſeaſes, and ſick- 


neſſes, and alſo death itſelf, be no- 
thing elſe, but our heavenly Fa- 
| ther's rod, whereby he certifieth 


us of bis love, and gracious favour, 
whereby he trieth and purifieth us, 
whereby he. giveth, unto us holi- 
neſs, and certifieth us that we be 
his children, and he our merciful 
Father: Shall we not then with 
all humility, as obedient and lov- 


| ing children, joyfully kiſs our 
| heavenly Father” s rod, and ever 


fay in our heart, with our Saviour 
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Jeſus Chriſt, Father, if this an- 


guiſh and en which I feel, and 


death which T ſee 2 pproach, may 


not paſs, but that thy will is that 


I muſt ſuffer them, thy will be 


| done.” 


O thou hops of Iſrael, the Sa- 


| viour thereof in the time of trou- 


ble, I acknowledge my reluctance 
to take up thy'crols, and my 
weakneſs in bearing it, hold thou 


me up by freſh ſupplies of thy Spi- 


rit, that I may be ſafe. Let thy 
Qrength be perfected in my weak- 
neſs. Thy promiles'of help are 


exceeding great; through thee I | 
do believe the truth of them, and 
I pray+for grace to make a right 
uſe of them. Enable me in pa- 


tience to poſſeſs my ſoul, that 
when it is thy will to try my 
faith, I may live up to my privi- 
leges, and may find it better to 
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| ſuffer with Chriſt than to reign 
| with the world. O Lord, thou 


haſt ſhewed this favour to Moſes, 


glorify thee in the fires—they 
have marched on, fighting thy 


DO 


battles againſt hoſts of foes, and 


| they did not. account their lives 


Tear to themſelves, ſo they might 


{ finiſh their courſe with joy, and 


die in faith, bleſſing and praiſing 


thy holySame. 0 thou faithful 


God, thou art the ſame to us now, 


Jas tho walt to them. Lead me 


on then in thy ſtrength, truſting 
in thy word, and leaning on thine 


arm. Thou haſt promiſed thy 


— 


and thou haſt done more than this 
Thou haſt made thy witneſſes 


flock, and I hope I am one of 

| them —** My ſheep hear my voice, | 
| and I know them, and they fol- 
| low. me, and I give unto them 
| eternal life, and they ſhall never | 
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periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand.” O thou 

good Shepherd, let me truſt in 
thy love, and feel thy ſupports, 
that whatever lies before me to 
be done or ſuffered, I may be ena- 
bled to do it, and to ſuffer it by 
the continual ſupplies of thy Spi- 
rit, And by his influence help me 
to perſevere, till I win the prize 
of my high calling, and be ad- 
mitted to join that great company, 
whom no one can number, Who 
ſtand before the throne of God 
and the Lamb, clothed with | 
white robes, and palms in their 
hands: Theſe are they who came | 
out of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the 
Lamb: Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and ſerve him 
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day and night in his temple, and 
he that fitteth upon the throne 
| ſhall dwell among them: They 
ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt 


| any more, neither ſhall the ſun ſmite 


them, nor any heat: For the 
Lamb who is in the midſt of the 
throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall 
lead them unto living fountains 
of water: And God "ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes. 
O my Jeſus, I bleſs thee for this | 
moſt glorious proſpect: It is of 

thy mere grace that I am in any | 
meaſure enabled to join that great | 
company : It 1s entirely of thy 
ſpecial favour that I have any 
good hope to come to their glory: 
For this, and for all thy mercies, 


to thee with the Father, and 
the eternal Spirit, the three in 


one Jehovah, I give honour, and 
glory, 


glory, and thanks, to-day, and 
I hope to do it without ceaſing 


Amen. 


| 


| for ever and ever. Amen and 
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CHAP. VI. 


De believers triumph over the 
infirmities of old age. 


JT" is appoirited unto all men 
once to die. The time is fixed 
by an immutable decree, The 


days. of our years are threeſcore 


years and ten, and if by reafon of 


| ſtrength they be fourſcore years, | 
yet 1s their ſtrength labour and | 


ſorrow : For it is ſoon cut off, and 
we fly away. If ſome be per- 
mitted to live longer, yet the in- 
firmities of old age muſt arrive, 
bringing with them labour and 
row, the forerunners of death. 
Circulation will become languid. 
AH ſenſes of the body will grow 

gull: 


— 


* 
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dull and heavy. The faculties of | 
the mind will be impaired, and | 


will diſcover it by not remember- 
ing proper names. In this de- 
cline of life believers are ſubject to 
the ſame infirmities with other 


men: They have no exemption 


from pain, or ſickneſs or death: 
But they have that which keeps 
up their ſpirits, and makes them 


patient and joyful. The conſola- 
tions of God are then moſt need- | 


ed, and he has promiſed them, 
and he is faithful: He never fail- 
ed them, who truſted in him. 
He has ſuited his promiſes to all 
the iufirmities of age. He knows 


our frame perfectly, and has de- 
ſcribed it with an unerring pen, 


Eccleſiaſtes chap. xit. that When 


we feel the ſigns of old age, we 
may apply to him for grace to 

profit by them. The ſymptoms 
, | G 6 there 


— 


_— * 
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| fake you: So that you may boldly 


and finds and experiences what he 
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there given are infallibly true and 
juſt, and are as ſo many monitors, 
warning the man, that the vigour 
of life is declining, and that the 
body is returning to the earth from 
whence it came. Happy is he 
who takes this warning, and re- 
members his Creator in the days of 
his youth, before the weariſome 
days come, of weakneſs and pain. 


He has fled to Jeſus for refuge | 


has engaged to do for his people, 
when heart and fleſh begin to fail 
them. Bleſſed be his grace for the 
abundant proviſion which he has 

made for their faith and patience: 
He ſays to them, I will be with 
you, I will never leave you, nor foſ- 


ſay, The Lord is our beper und We 
need not fear what the infirmities | 
of age can do unto us.“ One of 


—— 
— 


: 


| 


Ta - I 


! 


chm, the Chriſtian Hero, thus 
encouraged himſelf in the Lord his 
God—* Thou art my hope, O 


4 Lord God, thou art my truſt even 


—U — —-- 


| Thou art he that took Pe out of 1 


| a wonder unto many, but thou 


| he had cauſed: him to depe nd. 


unto him. O what great ;encou- | 


the ſteps of his faith! For his God 


from my youth: By thee have I 
been holden up from the womb: | 


my mother's bowels : My praiſe. 
{hall be continually of ING am 


art my ſtrong refuge.“ This was 
his truſt: And God did not for- 
ſake him. He remembered his 
word unto his ſervant, wherein 


There failed not ought of an — | 
thing, which the Lord had Token 


ragement have believers to follow 


is their God, the ſame yeſterday, 8 

to- day, and for ever, to young and | 

old, who put their truſt in him. 
Hi s 


5. * 
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| His promiſe to the Iſrael of God 
cannot be broken. Thus he 
pledges his word of truth to them, 
giving them a warrant to pray un- 


to him, My mouth ſhall be filled 


with thy praiſe, and with thy. ho- 


nourall the day long: For thou wilt 
not caſt me off in the time of old 
age, thou wilt not forſake me, 


When my ſtrength faileth.” To | 
this prayer the Lord inclined his 
ear, and vouchſafed this gracious 
anſwer : Hearken unto me, O 
houſe of Jacob, and all the remnant 


of the houſe of Iſrael, which are 


| borne by me from the belly, which 


are carried from the womb, and 
even to your old age I am he, and 
even to hoary hairs I will carry 


939 


deliver you.” Theſe are ſome of 


| his rich cordials for the aged : He 
| — 


tut —_——. 


_— 


| 


you, I have made and 1 will bear 
you, even I will carry, and I will 


„ 
provided them in his love, and he 
is ſenſibly touched with the feel- 
ing of their infirmities in admi- 
niſtering them: For he himſelf 
took our infirmities, and bare our 
ſickneſſes. His compaſſions bind of 
him to comfort and relieve his 
old diſciples : And when they ap- 
ply to him in time of need, he 1s 
ever preſent to grant them his | 
| promiſed help : Yeu ſo ſuited to | 
their caſe, as to make them grow | 
in grace, as they grow in years. 
They bring forth fruit in their old | 
age, the rich fruit of humility, 
| and the ripe fruit of thankfulneſs; 
fruit that endureth unto everlaſt- | 
ing life. We have an happy in- 
ſtance of this in God's goodneſs to | 
an antient believer, who hved to || 
be an hundred and ſeventy-five } 
years old, He was the friend of | 
God, who had bleſſed Abraham 
: through 4 


2 Py — — — — 
— — CN 4 — — 


CT T — 
through life, and that in all things, 


and who even to hoary hairs load- 
ed him with bleſſings. For God 
had promiſed him, * Thou ſhalt 
| go to thy fathers in peace, thou 
| ſhalt be buried in a good old age;” | 
and the facred hiſtorian relating 
the fulfilling of the promiſe, ſays, 
He gave up the ghoſt, and died 
in a good old age, an old man, 
and full of years, and was gather- 
ed to his people.” His old age 
| was good, in body and foul. 


I Whatever infirmities he had, they 


were intended for good, and actu- 
ally did him good. He was a very 


peace of his mind had a ſweet in- 
fluence on his temper and beha- 
viour. It kept him from being 
fretful and .peeviſh in his family. 
| | He was loving to his children, and | 

kind to his ſervants: God himſelf | 


| being 


cheerful pleaſant old man. The } - 


IE 


being witneſs, He was alſo hap-, | 


py in his laſt years: For he ſpent 
them in faith, and when they 
came to an end, he died in peace; 
with his laſt breath he committed 
his ſpirit into the hands of him 
who had redeemed; it, full of 


rendered, Pſalm. xvii, 15, As. 
| righteouſneſs : I ſhall be ſatisfied, 


| neſs.” He was. ſatisfied with 
what he had enjoyed of the fa- 


and alſo. had promiſed to be his 


to his people, to the general aſ- 


born, 


— 


years : It is in the original one 
| word—he was ſatisfied: So it is 


when I awake. up after thy like- 


for me I ſhall behold. thy face in 


vour and friendſhip of his God; 
who had been his ſhield to defend 


him from all ſins and enemies, 


exceeding great reward: This be 
obtained, when, he was gathered | 


ſembly and church of the firſt- 


x 
—ͤͤͤ — w 1 


— 
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born, and to 'the moſt bliſsful 


communion of the Three in Je- 


hovah. All the children of faith- | 


ful Abraham, treading in the ſteps 
of his faith, have the ſame God to 
deal with, Who keepeth promiſe 
| for ever. It is recorded of Iſaac, 


the heir of the ſame promiſe with 


| his father, that he died in the 


ſame faith, an old man. He was 


tried with many infirmities, but 


we read of no complaints, though | 


he was an hundred and eighty 


years of age. He expired in praiſe 


and thankfulneſs, ſatisfied with 
life, and happy in the proſpect 
beyond death. And his ſon Jacob, 
an hundred and forty ſeven years old 
when he was dying, declared that 
he had waited for the ſalvation of 
| God; waiting faith is ſtrong faith: 
And after he had blefſed his chil- 


dren, and had given- command- | 
ment 


— 


J 


I” 


— 


„ 


ment concerning his bones, he 
quietly, as if he had been going 
to ſleep, gathered up his feet into 
the bed, "and died in peace, an 
old man, and ſatisfied. All theſe 
lived in the world, ſtrangers and 
pilgrims, looking for a city that 
hath foundations, whoſe builder 


| and maker is God: And they 


were not diſappointed of their 


hope, they all died in faith—in an 


act of faith, and were gathered to 


| their people, to the general aſ- 
ſembly and church of the firſt- 


born. When they came to the 
end of their faith, they came to 
heaven. The moment they ex- 
pired, they entered the city, which 
God had prepared for them: And 
their bodies, ſleeping in the duſt, 
are in the covenant of life, and 
ſhall be raiſed and glorified in the 
morning of the reſurrection: For 
our 


7 [ 164 1 
our Lord proves that the dead 
| ſhall riſe from this very circum- 
ſtance: He ſays to the Jews 
| © Have ye not read in the book 
of Moſes, how in the buſh God 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, I am the 
| God of Abraham, and the God of 
{ Ifaac, and the God of Jacob: He | 
| is not the God of the dead, but 
the God of. the living.” In this 
faith the patriarchs Jied: being 
children of the reſurrection, they GS. 
| left their bodies in the hand and | 
care of a covenant God, well aſ- | 
' ſured that he would raiſe them up | 
to glory, and life everlaſting, ac- 
cording to that good word, where- 
in he had cauſed them to put their 
truſt, 
Theſe examples of the loving- | 
kindneſs of God to his aged ſer- 
vants were recorded for our learn- 
ing: That believers, if God by 
| his | 


* 


| 
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his providence ſhould bring them 


to old age, might be encouraged - 


to truſt in the God of Abraham, 


doubt of the divine; truth, or of 
the divine power. Whatever he 


was to them, he is the ſame to us 
Our God as well as theirs—Our 


covenant God engaged to glorify 


| both body and ſoul : On whom. 


we are commanded to caſt all our 


cares and concerns in extreme old 


age. If what is of nature be fail- 
ing, what is of grace cannot. If 
the life of ſenſe be dying, the life 
of faith ſhould flouriſh the more: 
It is a life that cannot die: For 
the branches thrive and bring forth 
fruit in their old age, not of them- 


ſelves, but becauſe they are en- 


| grafted into the heavenly vine, gn 
which they live for ever. Jam 


lt 


Iſaac, and Jacob, with ſuch a con- 
fidence of their hearts, as not to 


ai. 


1 

the vine, ſays Jeſus, ye are the 
I ͤ branches; he that abideth in me, 
| and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
forth much fruit: For without 
me ye can do nothing.” But 
through my Spirit ſtrengthening 
you, he will make you bud and | 
flouriſh, and fill the face of the 
world with fruit. He will ſo fill 
you with the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, which are through Chriſt 
f Jeſus, to the glory ane praiſe of 
God, that your laſt days ſhall be 
your beſt days. | 
In this view of old age, it may 
become a favourable time for ex- 
erciſing and improving faith: Be- 
cauſe the activity of the life of: 
ſenſe is abating, and thereby ma- 
ny things are removed, which 
before obſtructed the growth of 
the ſpiritual life. Now is the | 
time to learn to walk by faith, 


and 


a te... lth. 


-” 


—_— 


— 
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and not by ſenſe. A believer 
young in years, and young in ex- 
perience, is often tempted to judge 
of himſelf by his feelings, more 
than by the word of God. In a 
good frame he is a good believer. 
Then all is well with him. But 
when he is walking in darkneſs, 
he is very apt to queſtion his ſtate 
If all be right with me, why 
am I thus? My preſent frame is 
very dull and uncomfortable—I 
am not fo lively as I uſed to be in 


prayer, or in ordinances—my de- 


light in God, and the things of 
God, is far ſhort of what it Was 
formerly perhaps I have been de- 
ceiving myſelf, and crying, Peace, 
Peace, when there Was no peace 
for me. 

From this temptation age itſelf 
is a ſort of deliverance : Self-acti- 
vity is weakened, and thereby 

5 through 
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| through grace ſelf- dependence. 
The believer, if he be a good 
ſcholar, will now learn to walk 
more by faith, and leſs by fight. 
The vigour of his ſenſes is decay- 
ing. The high ſpirits of youth 


are abating. Flis preſent leſſon is 


very plain and ſimple, and while 
he attends to what is paſling in 
bim, and about him, he has a 
thouſand monitors, calling upon 
him now to learn and practife a 

perfect dependence on thoſe things 
Which are always one and the 
fame, without any variableneſs, 
or the leaſt ſhadow of turning. 
One record of God. One Saviour. 


| One Spirit. One faith, of Which 
the Saviour is the aurbör and the 
| | | finiſher. This faith is made to 


grow and flodfiſh, as there is 
| leſs dependence on other things: 


* 4 
* 
0 
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| | And as age itſelf tends to — * | 


+ 
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this dependence, it becomes in the 


hand of the Holy Spirit, a favour- 
able time to live leſs upon the } 


1 . $ 
things which are ſeen, and more 


upon the things which are not 
ſeen. Leſs of ſenſe, more of faith. 
One ſcale riſes as the other falls. 
The outward man dying, the in- 


| ward man grows more lively— | 


yea, grows up into Chriſt Jeſus, 
and that in all things. O bleſſed 


| old man—thou haſt lived to a good 


time, when this is thy experience: 


| When in the prayer of faith thou | 
canſt caſt all thy burdens on thy 

Saviour: Lord, keep me, a poor 
| helpleſs creature—Now I feel that 


of myſelf, I can do nothing, as I 
ought, or as I with to do—Glort- 
fy thy grace in me, and ſtrength- 
en me mightily by thy Spirit in 
the inner man, that I may blefs. | 
thee for thy falvation, and for the | 


[ H things 


nb 
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things which accompany ſalva- 
tion—Into thy faithful hands for 


life and death, I commit myſelf, 


and all my concerns; for thou 


haſt redeemed me, O Lord, thou 
| God of truth.” | 


But it muſt be remembered, 


that old age does not produce theſe | | 


happy effects of itſelf. It is not 


| of nature, but entirely of grace, 


that any. one is able to gain ſuch 
ſpiritual profit from bodily infir- 
mities. The mere natural man, 


fortify him with all his boaſted 


aids of reaſon, and philoſophy, 


yet he cannot help murmuring, 


when age brings weakneſs, and 


ſickneſs brings pains, He be- 


comes peeviſh and fretful. Hav- 
ing no friendſhip with God, he 
cannot look up for divine ſupports, 
when all human begin to fail him. 


Under a ſevere fit of the ſtone, or 
| | a long 


a” 


r 


nn. 


— 
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a long fit of the gout, he is often 


out of all patience. Uneaſy in 


himſelf, he is out of humour with 


every body and every thing. Hoõ.] 
different is the believer in the ſame 


circumſtances! His body feels 
pain as others do: But his mind 


is comfortable, and at eaſe. Hap- 


py in God, he has patience given 


him to bear his ſufferings, and 


grace to profit from them; yea, 
the peace of God rules in his 
heart always, and by all means. 
An old man with this peace 
which ſurpaſſeth all underſtand- 
ing, ruling in his heart, will be 
ſo far from complaining, that he 
has every thing to be thankful for, 
which can render him bleſſed of 
the Lord. He is provided with 


an infallible antidote againſt all 


that old age can try him with 


| 


It 1s true, I have an infirm body, 


_ 1 ** 


„ but 


. 
* 
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| Ee 
but thank God; I have a found | 
mind: Age has brought upon me | 
great weakneſs, but this makes | 
| more room for the power of God, 
| that it may be perfected in my 
weakneſs. I have many pains, 
but not ſo many as he has com- 
'} forts to give me; in the worſt of 
them he keeps me patient, Father 
thy will be. done—I have an af- 
flicted body, but I have an happy 
heart; although the out ward man 
be periſhing, yet I faint not, be- 
cauie the inward man is renewed 
day by day—My ſupports are 

great, the conſolations of God not 

a few—l feel the ſymptoms of old 

age warning me daily of my 

approaching diſſolution, through 

gore I take the warning—they 


oy 

« 31 . Pr s » „ 2 
— ene. 
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nd me living, and 1 hope they 


will find me dying, in the faith of 
the Son of God. The earthly ta- 
bernacle 


ht 2 a 
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bernacle 1s taking down, but he 
does it with much tenderneſs and 
love, and aſſures me, that he has 
prepared for me a houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens. . May he who keeps it for 
me, and me for it, never leave 
me nor forſake me, till I be with 
| him, where he is, and be ke 
him, and enjoy him for ever and 
ever! Yet a very, very little 
while —hold on faith and patience, | 
and I ſhall ſee Jefus in his glory, | 
which is the heaven of heavens.” | 
O thou merciful and faithful 
high prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, I bleſs 


. 
— . — — — 
— 


0 


thee for thy kind promiſes to the | 


aged. Thou haſt ſuited them in 


great mercy to all their infirmities, 


| and thou art always with them to 


help in time of need; I begin to 7 
feel the ſad effects of ſin in my 


H3 | to 


oe 


K 
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| body, weakening it, and tending” 


— 


— — 


pas 
| to bring it down to its appointed 
end. To thee I look, almighty | 
Jeſus, for thy promiſed grace. 0 
grant me conſtant ſupplies of thy 
Spirit, that I may profit by my 
infirmities, may exerciſe and im- 
prove my faith in thee, that they 
may keep me humble, and I may 
pray more in faith, and keep me 
thankful, that L may be more in 
| praiſe, Thine arm is not ſhort- 
ened, nor can thy compaſſions 
fail. Stand by me then, and hold 
me up according to thy word. 
Make me ſtrong in thy ſtrength, 
that I may daily put more honour | 
upon thy love and thy power. In 
the decline of life, let me not 
doubt of thy faithfulneſs to ſup- 
port, and when thou ſeeſt it beſt 
| to comfort me. Vouchſafe me 
the conlolations of God, when my 
j heart and my fleſh fail me, then 
[ be 
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be thou the ſtrength of my heart, 


it be thy holy will, that I ſhould 
become quite helpleſs, an infant 
again, make me to lie quiet in thy 
hand, without murmuring or re- 
pining, but believing that thou 
art all my ſalvation, and enjoying 
in thee all my deſire. Grant me 
this, Lord Jeſus; for thy mercies 
ſake, let me die in faith. Amen 


and Amen. 


Has CHAP. 


and my portion for ever. When | 
I am weakeſt in myſelf, then make | 
me ſtrongeſt in the Lord; and if 


CHAP. IX. 


The believer's triumph over death. 


1 


TAN confiſts of two parts, a 


| dily life is dependent on the light 
and air df this world, and on the 
circulation, which they maintain 
and carry on. When this con- 
nexion is broken, the body ex 

pires, it loſes all ſenſe and mo- 
tion, and is dead. So the life of 
the ſoul is dependent on the light 
and air of the ſpiritual world. Je- 
| hovah in Trinity is the creator, 
the only fountain of being, and 
there can be nothing independent 
of him: Chriſt 1s the light, and 
the Holy Spirit! is the breath or air 


body and a ſoul. The bo- 


| 
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of all ſpiritual. life, and when this 
connexion is broken, although the 
ſoul may exiſt, yet, its happineſs 
in God is broliead and at an. end. 
Sin, that great murderer . ' 
brought death upon body and foul: 


For as by one man ſin entered into 
the world, and death by ſin, fo t“ 
death paſſed upon all men, for 


that all have ſinned:“ And we read, 


T be ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die, 

fin ſeparating it from its union, and 
thereby cutting it off from its 
communion with the Father of 1 
ſpirits. In the moment that Adam 
ſinned the ſpiritual death took | 
place: For he had loſt the ſpirit 

eſpaſſes 


and ſins: And that fame moment 


of life, and was dead in 


his body became mortal, although 
he lived nine hundred years after. 
Thus we have fin, and death, and 


- miſery, entailed upon all. his des | | 


nr er by 


H 5 fcendants,, 
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ſcendants, from the firſt Adam, 


circumſtances ſhould be the ſecond 
Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
who ſtands at the head of the ſpi- 


ritual world, that he may give 
| his righteouſneſs, and his life, and 
his happineſs, to all that believe in 


him! He comes Jehovah of hoſts 


fight our battles, and to conquer 


according to the ſcriptures, when 
the Lord laid upon him the ini- 
quity of us all, and was buried and 
roſe again the third day according 


to the leriptures. We read there- 
in of his noble challenge to death 


and the grave: I will ranſom 


| gin, I will redeem them from 
death 


all our foes: Immanuel was made 
| ſin for us, and he died for our fins 


my people from the power of che 


| 


Who is of the earth, earthy. ' 0 
{ how precious to a inner in theſe 


in our nature, as our champion to 


L 379. =” 
death—0 death, I will be. thy 
urge grave, I will be — 


deſtruction, repentance ſhall be 
| hid from mine eyes.” It was the 
Captaia of our falvation, the Lord 


of hoſts is his name, who purpoſed 


this in the everlaſting councils, | 


and in due time fulfilled it by his 
almighty power. Becauſe the 
children were partakers of . fleſh 


and blood, he alſo himſelf like- | 
{| wiſe took. part of the ſame, that | 
through death he might deſtroy 


him I had the power of death, 


that is the devil, and might 0 | 


liver them, who through tear of 
death were all their life-time ſub- 
ject to bondage.“ O what infinite 
condeſcenſion is this, what love, 
ſurpaſſing all knowledge! The 
molt high God is mauifeſt in the 
fleſh, that as God in our nature, 
he might be our ſurety to act and 


H 6 ſuffer 
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ſuffer for us men, and for our ſal- 
vation. Accordingly he takes our | 


ſins upon himſelf, bears the guilt 
and puniſhment of them in his 
own- body and ſoul upon the tree, 


gives his own life a ranſom for 
ours, that by his death we might 
live. He was buried, but he roſe | 
again the third day, having looſed 
the bonds of death, becaule it was | 


| not: poſſible that he ſhould be hold- 


en of it. In this conflict with 


death and the grave, repentance 
| was hid from his eyes. He knew 
what he was to go through, more | 
than any of us can conceive of | 
pain and agony, yet he would not 
| Change his purpoſe of grace, al- 
| though he was to become obedient 
\ unto death, the moſt tormenting, 
the moſt ſhameful, even the death 
of the croſs. His enemies having 
drought him to the grave, and 


leated 


to have him in their 


| a } 

| ſealed the ſepulchre, ſeemed then 
| erde 
they thought: But here Jeſus 
made his complete and eternal 
triumph. By his reſurrection he 
ſwallowed up death in victory: 
For he did not riſe as a private 
perſon, but as the firſt-fruits of 
the dead, drawing the joyful har- 
veſt after him. The Lord is riſen 


indeed, the head of the body, the 
church, and has the power of an 


endlefs life to quicken all his 
members. In which moſt glori- 
ous proſpect, the apoſtle, quoting 


the paſſage above mentioned, breaks 


out into theſe raptures of joy, ſee- 
ing all his enemies vanquithed, and 
| nothing but bliſs and glory before 
him—“ O death, where is thy 
— O grave, hen is. thy vie- 


tory z The ſting of death is ſin,” 
and the {ſtrength of fin is the law.“ 
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The law armed death with its 
ſting, as the juſt wages of the 
tranſgreſſion of the law : But Je- 
ſus our ſurety magnified the law 
by his holy life in all its precepts, 
and by his death in all its penal- 
ties. He died for our ſins, and by 
his riſing from the dead, he de- 
monſtrated that he had taken out | 
its ſting, and had difarmed it of 
its power to hurt: Nay had done 
much more—He had changed | 
death into life. I am the reſur- 
rection and the life, ſaith the Lord; | 
he that believeth in me, though |- 
he were dead, yet ſhall he live; 
and whoſoever liveth and believ- 
eth in me, ſhall never die.“ By 
faith in him we ſhare in the tri- 
umph and glory of his reſurrec- 
tion, and have a new ſong put in- 
to our mouths, with which we 
may make the ſweeteſt melody in 

our | 
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our hearts, even when our breath 
is failing us: Thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
Theſe are ſcripture views of the 
| almighty Jeſus. Out of his infi- 


_ | nite compaſſion he undertook: to | 


ſave his people from fin and death, 
the works of the devil. And he 
has done it. It is finiſhed. He 
has put away fin by his ſacrifice, 
and he completed his conqueſt of 
death by his reſurrection. And 
has had witneſſes of theſe goſpel 
truths in all ages, whom he ſent 
to preach repentance, and remiſ- 
fion of fins, in his name. When 
it is the good pleaſure of his own 
will to accompany the meſſage 
with power from on high, then 
he bleſſes it by making it the mi- 
niſtration of righteouſneſs and of 

life: As it is written, “ Verily, 
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verily, I ſay. unto. you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth 
in him that ſent me, hath ever- 


laſting life, and ſhall not come in- 


to condemnation, but is paſſed 
from death unto life, 3 


| The Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus 


hath freed the believer from the 
law of ſin and of death, and has 


alſo created in him a new life: 


He has given him a new birth in- 
to the ſpiritual world, and ſpiri- 


tual ſenſes to fit him for ſpiritual 
enjoyments: For he is actually 


paſſed from death unto life. By 
the Holy Spirit as the agent, and 


by faith as the inſtrument, he is 
made a child of God, united to | 
- Chriſt, one with binn, intereſted 


in him, and ſo cloſely joined to 


him, as the members are to the 


bead, as to be a real partaker of | 
all that he did upon earth, and of 
all 


L—— 
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4 
all that he is now doing for his re- 
deemed in heaven. 
warrant, for he is not only Þer- 
mitted, 'but alſo commanded; to 
apply to himſelf all the privileges 
and bleſſings, which are contained 
in this large charter of grace. 


Ve are complete in Chriſt, who 
is the head of all principality and | 


power: In whom alſo ye are cir- 
cumciſed with the circumciſion 
made without hands, in putting 
off the body of the fins of the fleſh 
by the circumciſion of Chriſt, 
buried with him in baptiſin, 


wherein alſo ye are riſen with | 


him, through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raiſ- 
ed him from the dead And you 


being dead in your ſins, and the 


uncireumciſion of your fleſh, hath 
| he quickened together with him, 
having ost ven you all treſpaſſes, 


He has a good ; 


blotting | 
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blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances, that was againſt us, 
which was contrary to us; and he 
| took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his croſs, and having ſpoiled 
principalities and powers, che made | 
a ſhew of them openly,  tri- 
umphing over them in that ſame 
croſs.” In this view of the al- 
mighty conqueror of all our ene- 
| mies, and of his enabling us alſo 
by faith to come after him, con- 
quering and to conquer, what 
| thanks and praifes ſhould be given 
| unto him? There is no poſſible 
| evil, but he has removed it from 
| us—and no poſſible good, but he 
| obtained the right, and gives | 
the poſſeſſion. We are complete 
in him, our head—completely. 
| cireumciſed in heart by his cir- 
cumciſion, fo as to put off the 
[RP of fin, and riſen indeed with | 
him 
| 


* 
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Bt 
him by the faith of his own ope- 
ration : Through which we have 
the firſt reſurrection from the 
grave of fin, and ſhall have the 
reſurrection of the body from the 


grave of death. He now gives the 


firſt as a ſure earneſt of the ſecond. 
He raiſes us from the grave of ſin, 
and quickens us to newnels of life, 
and thereby gives us a lively hope, 
that we ſhall one day be with him 
and like him. In this hope the 
redeemed of the Lord. have thus 
expreſſed their joys We will re- 
{ joice in thy ſalvation, and in the 
name of our God we will ſet up | 
our banners, in defiance of all our | 
enemies—we need not fear fin, 
nor Satan, nor death, nor hell. 
Our ſ Redeemer is ſtrong, the Lord 
of hoſts is his name. He for us 
men, and for our falvation, was 
maniteſted to deſtroy the works of 
the 
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the devil. And he has deſtroyed 


them. He died for our fins, and 
role again for our juſtification, 
His victory was complete, and in 
him we conquer. We come after 
him only to gather up the ſpoils 
of his triumph. Through faith 
in him the ſting of death is taken 
out of the conſcience, and there- | 
by the fear of it out of the heart— | 
A believer ought to ſay, and when | 
he is in his right mind he fays 
with .joy and gratitude—** The 
Lord is my light, and my ſalva- 
tion, what then ſhall I fear * The | 
Lord 1s the ſtrength of my life, of 
whom then ſhall I be afraid? Vea, 
though I walk through the valley 
and thadow of death, I will fear 
no Evi—l need not fear any, be- 
cauſe thou my Lord and Saviour 
haſt promiſed to be with me, thy 
rod and thy ſtaff, they ſhall com- 

fort 
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fort me. What an infallible an- 
tidote has our Jeſus here provided 
againſt all guilty fears, and againſt 
all natural fears? Theſe promiſes 
to his dying followers cannot fail. 
He who made them is almighty 
| to ſalfil them; and almighty to 
| enable us to believe, that he will 

both ſupport and comfort. Jeſus | 
| a. in his perſon, wonder- 

ful in all his works and ways 
He has changed the very nature 
of death. He has turned it into 
life. Whoſoever believeth in him 
| ſhall never die, but is paſſed al- 
ready from death unto life. The 
Holy Spirit has put bim into pre- 

ſent poſſeſſion of a life laid up with 
Chriſt, out of the reach of death. 
| So that when his body expires, it 
| falls aſleep in the Lord, and his 
| ſpirit enters upon an eternal tri- 
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umph of life and glory, among 
the ſpirits of juſt men -made per- 
fect. 
O what a deliverance is this | 

- from the bondage of fin, and the | 

AF terrors of the grave. It is the pe- 
culiar bleſſedneſs of believers in 
Jeſus: For the natural man can- 
not but fear death, and look upon 
it as his enemy. He has no proſ- 
pects, but what are bounded by 
time. His whole happineſs is in 
the preſent world, and in the en- 
joyment of what he calls the 
bleſſings of it. He was laying 
fine plans, and hoping to live to 
execute them heaping up riches, 
living in the unreſtrained liber- 
| ty of ſenſual enjoyments—mur- 
dering his time —miſpending his 
. | talents—without any concern 
about eternal things— When, lo, 
6 > an 
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| an enemy comes, and puts an end 


to all his ſchemes. He dies. Per- 
baps he may be a ſceptic, doubt- 


ing of the certainty of a future 
ſtate: He may wiſh there was 


none, but he can have no evi- 


dence: And if he continue to 


wiſh it, even to the laſt, O what 
a ſcene will open, when he meets 
a juſt and an angry God! He 
may be a materialiſt, and pleaſe 
himſelf with fancying, that what 


we call his foul, will vaniſh at his 


death into ſoft air: But the God 
of truth ſays, That when the duſt 
ſhall return to the earth, as it was, 


the ſpirit ſhall return to God who 


gave it: And in the morning of 
the reſurrection Chriſt. will reani- 


mate the duſt, and body and foul 
ſhall be united to live for ever. 


| He may be one of the careleſs, 
quite unprepared, but. when the 
Pak - meſſenger 
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earth, and all that therein is, Who 
{ keepeth his promiſe for ever.“ 


| may ſeek aids from philoſophy, 
profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, 
they 
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meſſenger arreſts him, he muſt go 
with him, and that in a moment. 
Perhaps he may be a moraliſt, 
truſting to his own goodneſs; he 
may fortify himſelf with argu- 
ments taken from Seneca, but 
theſe will furniſh him with no 


4 
ol 
| 


armour, proof againſt the guilt of 


ſin, or the ſting of death. He 
falſely ſo called, but its votaries 


in the hour of death found that 
were fools. Every human 
help has failed, when moſt want- 


ed. But bleſſed is he, who | 
hath the God of Jacob for his help, | 
and whoſe hope is in the Lord his | 


God: Who made heaven and 


Here is the Chriſtian's never fail- 
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ing ſupport. God, even his cove- 


nant | 


n 
nant God has promiſed to be with 


a 


| him, and to be his Saviour in 


death. God Jeſus, almighty to 
keep his promiſe for ever, is his 
one hope, living and dying: And 


he is his gain both in life and 
death. If he has won Chriſt, he 


reconcile him to his going to the 

Lord, which is beſt of all. To 
look upon death as an enemy, to 
fear it, as if it could take from us 
any thing worth keeping, or as if 


it did not put us into the eternal 


poſſeſſion of every thing worth en- 


Joying, theſe are views of the re- 
furreQion of Jeſus very diſhonour- 
| able to his victories, and very in- 
| jurious to our intereſt in him. He 


undertook to conquer death for us, 


as our ſurety. He has done it. 


has lived to a bleſſed time, and 
whenever he dies, Chriſt will 
make death his friend, and will 
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He has ſwallowed up death in 
victory. He has made it our 


friend and our benefactor: For he 
has engaged to ſupport us in our 


laſt moments. He never did, he 
never can fail any Who put their 
truſt in him. Experience has 
confirmed his faithfulneſs in all 
ages. His ſoldiers, whom he 
made valiant in fight, a goodly 
company hom no one can num 
ber, have triumphed, glorioufly— 
before death—in death—and after 
death. 
Before death he: prepared them 
to meet it in faith: For the great 
deſign of his goſpel is to arm them 


| | againſt the: guilt of fin, and the 
-} terrors of death. And they are 
good ſoldiers of Chriſt Jeſus who 


put on this armour—who have 


| learnt their exerciſe, and who by 


their daily battles keep their arms 
mas] 
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ſhining and bright. Looking to 
| Jeſus, the Captain of their ſalva- 
tion, for orders, for courage, for 
ſtrength, for victory, all oppoſi- 
tion falls before them. He ena- 
bles them to fight the good fight 

of faith, and the more they con- 
quer ſin, the leſs they have to fear 
from death: For Chriſt is to them 
the whole armour of God, and 
the pieces of this armour are the 
graces of his Spirit. For with 
| | theſe the apoſtle fays, in Epheſi- 
| ans, chap. vi. that Chriſt has per- 
fectly equipped the armies of the 
Lord. They have the truth of 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the peace of God in Chriſt, faith | 
in Chriſt, the word of Chriſt, 
bope in Chriſt, and prayer to Chriſt 
| for freſh ſapplies of his Spirit, 
that he would enable them to 
make ſuch a uſe of their armour; 
| I 2 that 
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that they might get the victory 

over ſin and death; and he might 
get all the praiſe. In this holy 

war He is every thing to them, 

and they find in him, and receive 
| out of his fulneſs, whatever they 
| want for the peace of their con- 
ſcience, and for the happineſs of 
their hearts. Sin is pardoned. 
Death is conquered. They expe- 
rience the power of his reſurrec- 
tion, and being paſſed from death 
unto life, they have believing 
views of their own diſſolution. 
We read of their deliverance from 

the fear of death, and we have 
examples, of thoſe who were more 
afraid of fin than of death, yea, | © 
| who choſe to go into a burning | 
| fiery furnace, rather than offend 

| their God: Hear how they tri- 
umphed—“ Our God is able to 
deliver us, but if he does not, be 
4 it 
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it known unto thee, O king, that 
we will not ſerve thy gods, nor 


| worſhip the golden image which 
thou haſt ſet up.T Hear the wit⸗ 
| neſs of another Chriſtian hero, 
| how he was enabled to look upon 
| death—*© The Holy Ghoſt Wwit- 
neſſeth in every city, ſaying, that 
bonds and afflictions abide me: 

But none of theſe things move 
me, neither count I my life dear | 


to myſelf, ſo that I might finiſhmy | 


courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 


which 1 have received of the Lord! ; 
Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the 


grace of God.” This was a great| 


victory, but the caſe is not ſingu- | 


lar: In the ſame faith died the no- 


ble army of martyrs, of whom 
we read“ That they overcame: | 
the accuſer of the brethren by the! | 
| Fuer of the Lamb, and by the 
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loved not their lives utito the 
death.“ And to this day, the 


Dignitary in our Church, a man 
of great learning, and never ſuſ- 
RR of enthuſiaſm, being near 

is death he thus expreſſed him- 
| ſelf—** I tannot plead innocency 
of life, eſpecially of my youth: 
But I am to be judged by a merci- 
ful God, who is not willing to ſee 
what I have done amiſs: And 


to preſent to him, but fins ant 
' miſery: yet I know he looks not 
upon me now as I am of myſelf, 
but as I am in my Saviour, and 
+ hath given me, even at this time, 
N | ſome 


| Holy Spirit witneſſes to the ſame 
truth, and feals it upon the con- 
ſciences of believers in the hour of | 
death. I call one evidence, a great | 


though of myſelf T have _ 
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ſome teſtimonies by his Holy Spi- 


rit, that I am of the e of | 
his ele&; I am therefore full « of 


joy, and ſhall die in peace.” 
Thus the precious Jeſus was in 
the proſpect of death more defir- | 


| able: than life itſelf, So he was to 


them in dying, All theſe died in 
faith. hey were his witneſſes, 


| that, he kept every thing hurtful 
from them, and brought them in 


triumph to the end of their lives. 
That great company round bis 


{ throne who are crowned conquer- 


lt. 
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ors, teſtify, for him that he did not 
leave them, nor forſake them one 
moment. He kept his word with 
them. He ſmoothed their bed in 
their ſickneſs. He was tender 


| over them, aud wiped away all 


tears from their eyes. When 
fainting, he gave them ſtrong con- 
ſolation. When he called them 

14 to 
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to meet death in all its terrors, to | 
ſuffer in flames of fire, to be torn 
to pieces by wild beaſts, to be tor- 
mented in every way. that malice | 
| could invent, or the power of ty- 
{ rants could inflit—He was with 
| them—their Saviour and their 
' »} God—the tender care of his heart, 
and the mighty power of his arm, 
were never more felt than when 
1 moſt wanted. He kept his peace 
ruling in their conſciences always 
and by all means, and gave them to 
| feel, that bodily pain could not | | 
4 leſſen his love to them, nor abate 

or ſtop their love to him. I might | 
bring a cloud of witneſſes to prove 
the compaſſion of Jeſus to his re- 
deemed in their dying hours; but 
let theſe two ſuffice: Dr. Thomas 
Good win was upon his death- bed, 
when his friend Mr. Collins came 
to viſit him, and to pray with him, 
| N 
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to whom he ſaid—** He rejoiced | 


| that he was dying, and going to | 
have a full and uninterrupted com- 


munion with God.“ 


„ ain going, ſaid he, to a | 
three perſons, with whom I have | 
had communion : Fhey have tak- | 


en me, I did not take them. I 


- ſhall be changed in the twinkling 


of an eye: All my luſts and cor- 


ruptions I ſhall be "ig of, which 1 | 


could not be here.” 


After mentioning theſe great 
examples of faith, Hebrews chap. 


xi. he ſaid, « All theſe died in 


| faith: I coutd not have imagined L 


| I ſhould ever have ſuch a meafure 


of faith as I have in this hour. 
| My bow abides in ſtrength. Is | 
; Chriſt divided? No. I have the 


whole of his righteouſneſs. I am 


found in him, not in my own | 
| righteouſneſs, which is of the law, | 
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| bad 4 in the ickteodſnel which is 
of God, which is by faith of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who loved me and gave 
himſelf for me: Chriſt cannot 
love me better than he does; and 


I think 1 cannot love Chriſt better 


ef 
* 


than I do: I am ſwallowed up in 
God. 99 
The hiſtorian remarks, That 
with this aſſurance of faith and 
fulneſs of joy his ſoul left this 
world, and went to ſee and to en- 
joy the reality of that bleſſed ſtate 
of glory, of which, in a diſcourſe 
on that ſubject, he had Siekn a 
very lively deſcription. 
I may be permitted to call ano- 
ther witneſs to this bleſſed truth, 
| a believer who juſt before bis 
death addreſſed himſelf to his 
| friends in theſe words“ My 
brethren, i is not this very amazing 
to your When I contemplate } 
the 
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juſt God 
to plead that is perfect. The ho- 
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| the holineſs of God, 1 cannot but 


cry out, that I myſelf am vile, 


moſt vile: and has when I con- 


ſider the juſtice of God, could any 


one imagine, but that 1 ſhould be 
ſtruck with moſt dreadful appre- 
henſions of approaching judgment 
and deſerved wrath? Inſtead of 
that, I am under no fear of the 


latter, and much deſire the former. 
long to appear before this holy 
I have a righteouſneſs 


ly Jeſus is my ſecurity ;: and I can» 


juſtice of God is as mucli my ſe- 
curity as his mercy: Here is a ho- 
lineſs that tranſcends that of all 
the angelic hoſt. There is no 


charging my Redeemer with poſſi- 


ble folly: O, I know I am par- 
doned for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
_ only Lord and mediator : J 

16 am 


not be diſappointed: "In Chriſt the 
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am ſure of it: I am fully, freely 


pardoned: I ſhall ſoon be tho- 


roughly ſanctified and fitted for 


glory: O, I want words to ex- 
preſs my gratitude, to tell my joy: 
Adored be God, my Lord, my Sa- 
viour: This is the work of God 
alone: O unfathomable love, in- 
finite condeſcenſion, unmerited, 
unbounded grace to a vile offender ; s i 
I deſerve hell: I enjoy heaven.” 

O thou that readeſt this ho- 
potrable mention of the love of 


Jeſus to his dying followers, may 


it be given thee to find him near to 


1 thee in that time of need If thy 


faith be in him, doubt not. Take 
courage, and live up to thy privi- 
leges. Regard his promiſe. Ob- 


| ſerve his faithfulneſs to it. De- 


id upon his arm. Truſt in him, 


and be not afraid. Since he has 
overcome death, why ſhouldeſt 


| kl thou 
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thou fear that it will overcome 

thee ? Is not his victory thine? 
Whatever thou feeleſt in thyſelf; 

if nature ſhrink, and thou haſt 
many uneaſy thoughts about thy 
diſſolut ion: remember that all | 
| thy ſal vation is in, and from him, 
and he has made thee a free gift 
of ſalvation, and of all the things 
which accompany ſalvation—He 
undertook it all- He has finiſhed | 
it all He has put away ſin by the | 
ſacrifice of himſelf— He has con- 
quered death. It is now a van- 
quiſhed foe. In his hand it is the 
| royal way tothe kingdom, the on- 
ly way. Truſt him, he will not 
ſuffer it to hurt thee. Truſt him, | 
and thou wilt find there is no- 
thing in it, that ought to frighten | 
|, thee. Breath may be failing thee, | 
| but: Jeſus will not fail thee. He 
has pronounced them bleſſed, he 
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will infallibly make them bleſſed, 
who die in the Lord. Only be- 


lieve, and thou wilt experience, 
| that he has dying conſolations for 
his dying friends. They live in 
death. He makes them bleſſed: | 
in dying: yea, ſometimes to en- 
courage the faith of others, and to 
| recommend his own grace, he has 
vouchſafed to give them, at the 
time of their death, a foretaſte of 


the glory which was juſt going to 


be revealed. In this faith they 
leave the world, caſting all their 


care for time and for eternity, for 
body and ſoul, upon him who 
careth for them. Jeſus, into thy 


hand I commend my ſpirit, for 
thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord, 
thou God of truth. I believe in 
the reſurrection of the body: Thou 
haſt promiſed it, and I hope it 


(hall be done unto me according to 
th y 
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| thy word, Chriſt is the firſt fruits, 
and after ward they that are Chriſt's 
at his coming, when he will bring | 
the joyful harveſt with him; 
| therefore into his faithful hands I 1 by 
commit my body. I take my leave | 
| of it in faith. It is not poffible, ; 
that the grave ſhould hold me in 47 | 
any more than it could him. And 
I not only hope to be raiſed from | 
the grave, but I ſhall be brought | 
out of it in triumph, on that da 
of wonders, When Jeſus Chriſt, 
the great God and our Saviour, N 
ſhall change this my vile body, and 
ſhall make it like unto his own | 
| moſt | (rv body. O what'a 
| change! O what a miracle! 
| This very body, which is now |} 
| ſinful duft, ſhall be like the Son 
of God, Who is the ſtandard of all 
perfection — even this body of mine 
ſhall be conformed to his moſt 


glorious Li 
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glorious body; although it be now: | 


an houſe, ſo infected with the le- 


proſy of ſin, that it muſt be taken 
down, yet out of its ruins will the 
Lord raiſe! it a monument to his 


eternal praiſe, even an habitation 


| of God by his Spint. Come then, | 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, O wel- 


come, welcome deb Thon art 
the ſmiling meſſenger from my 


Jeſus, bringing with thee glad | 


tidings of great joy—of a ſalvation” | 
ſecured from all poſſible evil, and | 


the enjoyment of all poſhble good. 
In ſure and certain hope of this 
complete and eternal ſalvation, I 


reſign my body into thy hands, 
thou Lord of life, and giver of |. 


glory entruſt it with thee to be 
kept againſt that daß, when all 


that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring 
with him. For this proſpect, for 


believing views of it, for the earn- 


oſs 
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eſt, and for ſome little foretaſte of 
it, to the eternal Three be eternal 
praiſe. Amen. } 
Such are the hopes of a real | 
chriſtian, which he is warranted, 4 
| which he is commanded to enter- | 
tain in the hour of death, which . 
| Godin his infinite grace actually ” 
favours his people with to the 
ſtrengthening of their faith, and 
to the ſilencing of unbelievers. 
Never did he diſplay his faithful- 
neſs more ſignally than in our 
times. Many inſtances might be 
given, but I ſelect one, who thus 
| expreſſed. himſelf to his mend 
ſurrounding his death bed. 
„My ſoul is abundantly com- 
forted and refreſhed ; My body 1 is 

| dying, but my mind is ſtill vigour- 
ous arid alive: I feel the cold | band | 
| 


of death is actually upon me; and 
you may feel it too, if you touch 
| | | my 
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is a welcome meſſenger, becauſe 
ſent, by my heavenly Father. 
Here I am, O Lord, waiting thy 


| pleaſure ; ready to obey the ſum- 


mons: Thy will, 0 Lord, be 


done. Bleſſed be God, that the 
| attack is made below: My head | 
is as yet very clear and DE. 1 
ed, and till my heart feels the 
dam p, I hope 10 be engaged in 
| work ſuitable to a death bed: It 


is not to me a bed of languiſhing, 


or waſting: This poor remainder 
of a body is hardly capable of any 


greater decay, till it moulders in 


the grave; and there let it 
moulder. Who would not part 
with it as it is? It is now my 


burden, my bar to happineſs, an 


hinderance to a lively ſpiritual 


communion 


— | 


my feet and legs, they are once | 
more clay. Bleſſed be God, death 


is no king of terrors to me. He 
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communion with God. But, | 


my friends, it is united to Chriſt, 
and ſhall therefore one day become 
a glorious body. This corruption 


ſhall put on incorruption, and ſhall 


be for ever with the Lord.” 
Thanks be to God for ſuch a wit- 


5 my latter end be like 
18. 
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CHAP. X. 


The charader of the perſons, who 
have moſt reaſon 70 triumph i in 
Chriſt, 


HEY are ſuch as know moſt 


of themſelves, and have ſeen 
the deepeſt into the myſtery of 
iniquity, The Holy Spirit has 


convinced them of fin—of origi- 


nal fin, the fountain from which | 


all the ſtreams flow of actual ſin 
in thought, word, and deed. In 
this conviction he has put life and 


power: It is far more than a moral 
| perſuaſion—he makes it practical 


and abiding : For the Spirit of life 


in Chriſt Jeſus quickens the dead 


inner, and making him free from 


the 


n * 
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the law of fin, and of death, gives | 
| him the faith of God's ele& : And 
by the daily uſe and exerciſe of | 
that faith makes him more ſenſi- 


ble of his obligations to Jeſus. In 


humbles him that he may. exalt 
Chriſt—empties him of ſelf, that 


| he may fill him with the 


things of Chriſt—caſts down, and 
keeps down every high thing that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the know- 


| ledge of God, and brings into cap- 


tivity. every thought to the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt. In his hand, and 
by his bleſſing this work proſpers. 
The loftineſs of man is humbled, 


and the haughtineſs of man is | 


every act of faith he leads the be- 
lie ver out of ſelf to the Saviour— | 


8 


bowed down, and Jehovah alone 


is exalted in that day—according 
to the oracle of truth“ He ſhall 


| glorify me*— which is the office 


of 


— 


— . — 


by putting the believer into the 
poſſeſſion of them. 


In this ſchool of humility every | 
view that can be taken of ſelf is 


abaſing: And as the leſſon becomes 
more and better experienced, ſin 
more diſcovered in its exceeding 
'| wickedneſs, and more felt in its 
exceeding great danger, the be- 
|| liever is enabled to rejoice more in 

_ Chriſt Jeſus, as he has leſs confi- 
dence in the fleſh. And when he 
| attains to the higheſt of his tri. 
umph, which he can have in 
Chriſt in this world, he is then the 
loweſt in his own eyes— 


When he looks back and ſur- 


_ | veys what he was by nature and | 


practice 


When he conſiders, what he is 


3 now, 


* 
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of the Holy Spirit to teſtify of 
Chriſt, and to glorify Chriſt, by 
taking of the things of Chriſt, and 
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now, although he be renewed by 


grace 
And when he lock forward 
to what he hopes to be at the ap- 
| pearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Every thing in the ſcripture 
doctrine, and every thing in ſ{crip- 8 
ture experience leads him to con- 
clude—Behold, I am vile, I abhor 
myſelf, and repent in duſt and 
aſhes: So that whenever he is 
_ tempted to glory, he has nothing 
left him to glory in, but the Lord: 
Self always abafed, that Chriſt 
alone may be exalted. 
When he looks back to what he 
was by nature, and practice; the 
more he knows, he will be the 
| more deeply humbled, for what 
| he was when under the law, and 
under fin, and for what he ſtill 
feels of a body of fin and of death. 
He was the creature of God's 


1 power, | 
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power, made out of nothing—dif- | 


|. tinguiſhed by his being in the 
image of God, and by being capa- 
ble of communion with him in all 
the graces and bleſſings of his love. 
He was under the beſt law that 
could be given him for promoting 

| ] God's glory and his own happineſs, 
He was bound to perfect and conti- 
nual obedience to it, and was left 
to his own will and power, that 
he ſhould not offend in any one 


oint : But upon his tranſgreſſion 
be became liable to ſufter the 


| threatened pains and penalties of 


the broken law. Every right | 
view of himſelf in this ſtate ou ght 


to humble and to aba ſe the ty 3 


and it effectually does, when the 
conviction is from God. He then 


finds that his nature was earthly, 


ſenſual, and having not the Spirit, 
it was alienated from the life of | 
| | God, 


— 
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God. All his thoughts and actions 
were not only irregular, but alſo þ 
contrary to the holy law. His ve- | 
| ry imagination was evil, only evil, 


and that continually. His under» F 


ſtanding was not only ignorant of 
ſpiritual things, but was darkneſs 
itſelf. His will was a rebel. His 
affections apoſtate, ever at enmity 
with God. Miſery and deſtruc- 
tion were in his Ways: of the 
way of peace he had no know- 


| ledge, neither was there any fear 


of God before his eyes: For al- 
though death and hell were threat- 
ened, and were ready to give him 
the juſt wages of his iniquity, yet 
he was quite careleſs and ſecure. 
Like the atheiſts of old, when 


| warned of their approaching de- | 
ſtruction by the prophet—** Let 
| us eat and drink, lay they, for to- 


morrow we die.“? 
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This true knowledge of the ex- 
ceeding evil of ſin, and the right 


lieving, and are the genuine fruits 


| and effects of it. Legal convic- 


tion has guilt and bondage in it, 
and worketh ſorrow unto death. 


| ſuch a repentance as is not to be 
| repented of—a turning from ſin 


| to Chriſt—teaching us practically 


| need of that in himſelf, which he 


and daily, what we are in our- 


ö 


ſelves, and how much we want 
ſuch an almighty Saviour, to 
teach us how to truſt in him as 


our great high prieſt, and to live 


happy and holy under his govern- 
ment, which is perfect freedom. 


Every act of this faith is humbling. 
The believer is made to feel his 


18 


humiliation for it, come by be- | 


| But the conviction of the Holy 
| Spirit reveals the remedy along 
| with the diſeaſe, and produces 
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is. commanded to truſt in Chriſt 
for. And the more he is enabled 
to depend upon Chriſt, he will 
certainly have the leſs in himſelf, } 
And when his whole dependence is 
as it ought to be, fixed upon Chriſt, 
he will come to the apoſtle's ex- 
perience, even ſo to rejoice in 
| Chriſt Jeſus, as to put no coufi- 
| dence in the fleſh. Herein con- 
| fiſts the triumph of the Chriſtian. 
In every ſtep of his walk and war- 
fare he is led from ſelf to Chriſt—. 
| Kept humbled in his own eyes 
that he may exalt the Saviour 
| emptied of ſelf that he may live 
upon the fulneſs of Jeſus, and 
may thereby be taught to reſt his 
heart in him at all times, and for 
| all things. 
With reſpe@ to ſin, which is 
his daily burden, under which he 
is always ſorrowing, yet in Chriſt 
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he can always rejoice. The 
more he knows of the exceeding 


cious is Jeſus, and the more does 
he value the blood of the Lamb of 


God, which cleanſeth from all | 


ſin. In his conſcience purged 
from guilt, he can triumph with 


exceeding great joy, that there is 


now no condemnation to them 
who are in Chriſt Jeſus: - For 
where ſin abounded, grace does 
much more abound : That as ſin 
hath reigned unto death, even ſo 
might grace reign through righte- 
nn unto eternal life by Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, His grateful 


| acknowledgements are ſuch as 


theſe— 

] was even as others once— 
by nature a child of wrath, and an 
heir of miſery I was going on in 
the broad way of deſtruftion— 


careleſs 
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wickedneſs of fin, the more pre- 


| 


- 


—_ —_—_— — — 


* „ — 


CIT i 


careleſs and ſecure—and I am | 
quite aſtoniſhed to ſee the danger 
that I was in—I tremble to behold 
the precipice which I was ready | 
| to fall over, when Jeſus opened 
mine eyes, and by the light of his 
| word and Spirit, ſhewed me my . 
guilt and my danger, and put it | 

into my heart to flee from the | 
wrath to come. O what a molt | 
| merciful eſcape! I cafinot think | 
of it without adoring the com- 
} paſſionate Saviour, who remem- 
| bered me in my low eſtate : For 
his mercy endureth for ever. And | 
| hath redeemed me from the hand | 
| of all mine enemies : For his 
| mercy endureth for ever : Not | 
unto me, not unto me in the 

| leaſt, but to the ſuperabounding 

grace of my God be all the glory. 
| That the Father would make me | 
an object of his choice and love. | 


| K 3 That 


| That Jeſus Immanuel would 


humble himſelf to be manifeſt in 
the fleſh, and be obedient unto 
death, for me and for my ſalva- 
tion. That the Holy Ghoſt 
would give me a new birth into 
the ſpiritual world, and would 
quicken me into union with Jeſus, 


and to the enjoyment of the Fa- 
{ ther's love in him—adored for 


ever and ever be the holy, bleſſed 


| and glorious Trinity. That ſuch | 


a filthy ſinner ſhould be cleanſed 


from all fin—that ſuch an ungod- 


ly creature ſhould be freely juſti- 
fied by grace—that ſuch a miſera- | 
ble ſinner ſhould be blefled with 


all ſpiritual blefſings—that ſuch a | 


weak creature ſhould be ſtrength- 


ened mightily by the Spirit in 


the GET, man, and when weak- 


eſt in myſelf, then to be ſtrongeſt 


1 in the Lord—O what riches ! 


What 


[ any 4 
What unſearchable riches of grace 
| are theſe! Abide with me, O 
thou Spirit of the Father and the 
Son, and keep me conſtantly de- 
| | pendent on the freſh ſupplies of 
| thy divine influence. By thy 
daily teaching keep open to me 
the depth and myſtery of iniquity, 
the exceeding wickedneſs of ſin 
of my lin, that by thy holy inſpi- 
ration I may live more by faith, 
and nothing may be ſuffered to 
' | Hinder my growing fellowſhip | 
with the Father and the Son, un- 
til I am admitted to full and eter- . 
| nal fellowſhip. Amen. | 
Thus reflecting with ſelf- ab- ö 
horrence upon what he was by | 
nature, when he was under the - 
law, and under fin, which is the 
tranſgreſſion of the law, alive to 


ſin, dut dead to God — He is led j 


| to conſider, 
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What he is now, although he 
be renewed by grace, a believer 
and a man in Chriſt: How he 
feels himſelf, after much and 
] ſound experience of his title to ſal- 
vation, and of his enjoyment. of 
| the things which accompany ſal 


— _ 


'thing he has freſh matter for the | 
| deepeſt humiliation, He finds, 


ſtill he carries about him a ſinful 
nature, an old man as well as a 
new, a body of fin with all its 
members, he has ſpirit, but he has 
$ allo fleſh, and that which is born 
| of the fleſh is fleſh, nothing but 
corruption, as that which is born 
I of the Spirit is ſpirit, . The old 
man has fleth ſtill, with all its ap- 
| petites and luſts: The new man 
1s by the Spirit of life, that 1s in | 


ſame 
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vation Every day and in every 


that he ſtill is a man in Adam— | 


Chriſt Jeſus, alive to God. In the 3 
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ſame perſon fin dwelleth,, as we 


read, When we were in the 
eh, the motions of fin, which 
were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto 


death. And the new man liveth, 
who after God is created in righ- 


teouſneſs and true holineſs. The 
apoſtle in Romans chap. vii. not 


only confeſſes that he had nature 


and grace in him at the ſame 
time, but alſo deſcribes it at full 
length. Indwelling ſin was his 
continual grief, and his heavy 
burden: An apoſtle in Chriſt, 
and yet he felt the plague of his 
on heart: And it was his daily 
croſs, which he was: forced to 
bear—and his conſtant enemy, 
againſt which he was always at 
war no peace, no truce could be 
made. The fleſh was ever luſting 
againſt the fpirit, and the ſpirit 
5; againſt 
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againſt the fleſh, and theſe two | 


with ſuch unceaſing oppoſition | 
| night and day, that he could not 
do the things that he would, either | 
ſo continually or ſo perfectly. 
He deſcribes this battle as it was | 
I carried on in his own experience, | 
| the two combatants ſtriving in | 
him for maſtery. He was a good | 
'{ ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and as well 
inſtructed and armed as ever any 
believer was for this warfare, 
having on the whole armour of 
God, and yet wearied with this 
daily conflict, he is forced to cry | 
out, O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the bo- | - 
dy of this death? He had no de- 
' | liverance in or from himſelf, it | 
was againſt himſelf that he fought, 
and of himſelf he was led to de- 
- | ſpair. But looking to Jeſus he | 
| takes courage, aſſuring himſelf of 
3 a complete 
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a complete victory, and of an ever- | 
laſting triumph in the Captain ofhis 


ſalvation— I thank God through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So then, 
(this is the concluſtioh of the 
whole matter) ſo then with the 
mind I myſelf ſerve the law of 
God, but with the fleſh the law 
of ſin. 


This is ſtill the experience of 


every true believer, at all times, 
and upon all occaſions: He has a 
practical comment upon the ſe- 
venth chapter of the Romans in 
his own boſom : He has heartfelt 
experience of the warfare between 


the fleſh and the ſpirit : He finds 
it hard fighting ; harder, becauſe 


it is continual—it will never ceaſe 
ſo long as fleth is fleſh, that is, fo 
long as the believer lives in the 
body and in the preſent world. 
Indwelling ſin never reſts—it is 


like 
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like the troubled fea, always caſt» | 
| ing up its filthy motions, and then 
the moſt troubleſome when he 
would be the freeſt from them. 
O what humbling leſſons does he 
| learn in all his approaches to God: 
« | He knows his privileges, and he | 
| wiſhes to live up to them, but he 
cannot. When he would draw 

| near to God in the prayer of faith, | 
the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh 
| is weak. On his bended knees 
| | deſiring to confeſs his ſins, and | 
to humble himſelf under the 

| mighty hand of God, imploring | 
| pardon through the redemption. |. 
| that is in the blood of the Lamb, 
and expecting it freely, as the 
moſt ſovereign mercy that a poor 
ſinner can receive — Alas, alas! 
even then ſhame and confuſion || 
cover his face. He defires to keep | 
his thoughts from wandering, he | 
f would | 
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would have his whole heart en- 
caged in the duty, but he cannot. 
His imagination is not- to be re- 
ſtrained. When he would be 
uniting all his affections in fervent 
and effectual prayer —vain, fool- 
iſh thoughts force themſelves up- 
on him—he drives them away as 
Abraham did the birds which came 
down upon the ſacrifice, but they 
will return. He mourns, as well 
he may, for theſe diſtractions 
of his mind, and 1s deeply con- 
vinced, that a moſt holy God 
might juſtly. condemn him for his 
very beſt devotions. He is there- 
| fore led toput them into the hands 
of the Mediator, that he may per- 
fume them with much of his in- 
cenfe for their acceptance, and | 
through his interceſſion, and ||. 
through that only, he may obtain 
an anſwer of grace. 


EI 


| | Neither 
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Neither can he truſt in his 


praiſes any more tban in his 
prayers. Let him praiſe ever ſo 


much, and ever ſo well, yet he 
can make no ſuitable acknowledg- 
ments for the bleſſing of creation. 
Once he was nothing : for his be- 
ing at all—for ſuch a being, ra- 


| ther than any other—for being 


made a man, and at firſt highly 
favoured with the image and 
friendſhip of God—who can ex- 
preſs the noble aQs of the Lord, 


or ſhew forth all his praiſe for the 
miracle of creation? But who can | 


conceive, how great, how endleſs 
are the bleſſings of the new crea- 
tion? For they are all gifts of 


God's grace diſtinguiſhing and 


ſovereign—given to ſinners as ſin- 


ners—to the chief of finners— 
continued to the unworthy—in- | 
creaſed to the . unthankful—how 
© great | 
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great in their nature how inva- 
luable the ſum of them! The 
believer deeply impreſſed with 
theſe ſentiments acknowledges 
that he is leſs than the leaſt of all 
God's mercies, yea, he is ſenſible 
that he deſerves the heavieſt of the 
divine vengeance: So that his 
prayer, God be merciful to me a 


inner, lays the foundation of his 


very beſt praiſes. He who has 
moſt forgiven will love moſt. | 
He who feels what he really is | 
among the chief of ſinners, will 


be among the chief of thoſe wor- 


ſhipperss who aſcribe all their fal- | 
vation to God and the Lamb. 
The humbleſt amongſt them will 


| feel that they have moſt reaſon to 


be thankful. But ſtill their praiſes : 
are no payment. They muſt re- 
ceive freſh. grace to praiſe with, 
and more. grace. to praiſe better. | 

| The. 
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The debt increaſes by the addition 
| of freſh gifts of grace, and leayes 


| the believer nothing to glory in 


but the Lord—to be ſaved—to 
feel it—to enjoy it by faith—to 
be made, and to be kept thankful, 


giving all the glory where it is 


due; theſe are among the mercies 
v hich endure for ance; 
In this ſchool of Cid Drain 
he is taught to be humbled for his 
ſhort attainments in the ſcriptures, 
read, or preached, or meditated 
on. How ſeldom does he attend 
the word, as that congregation 
did Behold we are all here 
preſent before God to hear all 
things that are commanded thee 
of God.” This preparation of 
heart was from the Lord. He 
diſpoſed Cornelius and his family 
to receive the word aright, and 


| his bleſſing came upon them in 


1 2 hearing 
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hearing it: 
ſpeaking, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
all them that heard the word. 


1 23301 


For while Peter was 


And it would be ſo ſtill, if there 


was the ſame dependence on his 
grace, and the prayer of faith for 


his teaching along with the word. 


How little is this depended upon 
under hearing, although the pro- 


fit be entirely from him: How 
ſeldom is the mixing faith with 
it received and acknowledged, 
therefore the memory keeps little 


impreſſion of the word, and in 


heart it is not fruitful as it ought 


to be. On all theſe accounts the 
believer mourns and is humbled | 
before God. He feels it to be 


true, „I know that in me, that 


is in my fleſh, dwelleth no good 
For to will is preſent with 


thing : 


me, but how to perform that 
which is good, I find not.“ He 


is 


| 


” 
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| is ſenſible of theſe failings and 
diſtractions, even when he labours 
to be moſt free from them. He 
is going to the Lord's table to be 
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fed and feaſted, hoping that he 1s 
one with Chriſt, and Chriſt 1s one 


| with him. He would gladly par- 
| take of the fruits and bleſſings of 
| this union by communion with 


Chriſt, by receiving the bread of 


| life, and the cup of ſalvation, ac- 


cording to Chriſt's holy inſtitu» 
tion. He comes in faith to eat 


the fleſh of Chriſt, and to drink | 


his blood, in orateful remem- 


brance of him—according as he | 
hath been taught—The body and | 
blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
which was given for me, preſerve 


my body and ſoul unto eternal 


I life—I take and I eat this bread, | 
| and I take and ] drink this cup in 
] remembrance that Chriſt died for | 


a. 97 
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me, and I deſire to feed on him in 


my heart by faith with thank1- 


giving. In this ſervice he would | 


have his whole ſoul engaged, that 
nothing might interrupt his com- 
munion with his Beloved. But 
vain thoughts, which lodge with- 


in him, will break out. They! In- | 


trude, although moſt unwelcome 


| gueſts, into this banquet of love: 
| 80 that he 1s conſtrained to cry 


out, Lord Jeſus, pardon the fail- 
ings of my holy things; I come 


to the throne of thy grace, that . 
may obtain mercy, and may find 


more grace to help me in every 
time of need. 

When he is led to conſider what 
is the cauſe of all theſe failings— 


O what an abiding leſſon of hu- 
| mility bas he to learn J. He ſees 


that they all ſpring from the bit- 
ter root of unbelief, and are the 
fruits 


* 
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fruits of remaining corruption; 
which can only be kept down, | 
and conquered, as the ſtrength 
of Chriſt apprehended by faith | 


prevails over them. Self, pride, 
legality, nurſe them : "They have 


their being, their activity, their 


power, from thoſe fleſhly luſts 


which war againſt the ſoul, and | 
render the whole life of the be- 
liever one continued act of ſelf-de- } 
nial. He has ſtill a body of fin, | 
with all its members, mixing 
with every duty, ſo that he cannot 


ground his faith and hope upon the 


beſt of them. The work of Jeſus | 
upon earth, the interceſſion of Je- 
| ſus in heaven, are the ſole ground 

of his confidence towards God. 


His motive 1s g00d—he aims at 


pleaſing God in all things, he 


would do his will, and ſuffer his | 
will, as it is his bounden duty 
with þ 
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Wants, for the acceptance of his 
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with faith and patience. His end 
is good—he would gladly keep | 

the glory of God in his eye, and | 
direct all he does to it, as his elder } 
brethren do in. heaven, But he | 
cannot. When. the ſpirit is will- 

ing, the fleſh is weak. Vet he is 
' 
' 


not ſo diſcouraged. as to give over 


and ceaſe his approaches to God, | 


| becauſe of his infirmities, Having | 
obtained help of God he fights on! | 
the good fight of faith. He does 
not leave off praying becauſe he is 
not ſo ſpiritual as he deſires to be: 
But he is rather more earneſt; and 
fervent, The Spirit helping his | 
| infirmities, keeps him in a humble 
dependence upon Jeſus, waiting 
on him for a due ſenſe. of - his 
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prayers for a ſupply of them, for 1 
pardoning the failings of them, 
tor more faith in them, and for 
enabling 
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| enabling him to continue inſtant 
in prayer, according to the divine 
| command, that men ought always 
to pray and not to faint, which 
ſuppoſes them to be kept in a 
praying frame, and to uſe the 
means which Saint Jude recom- 


| mends for the obtaining of theſe 
bleſſings, © But ye beloved, build- 


| ing up yourſelves on your moſt. 


holy faith, praying in the Holy 
| Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the 
love of God, looking for the mer- 
cy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
| eternal life.” 

As he is not weary of his prayers 
| becauſe they are not ſo ſpiritual 
as he could with : So neither is he 
| weary of his praiſes, although 
they fall far ſhort of what ſuch a 
Saviour deſerves, and of what he 


would acknowledge with all poſ- | 


| ; ible Som mon Becauſe he falls 


ſhort, | 


11 
| ſhort, he aims higher. He feels 


himſelf under infinite obligations 


to the Father for his love, to the 


Son for his ſalvation, and by the 
ſupply of the Spirit's grace he is 
made ſenſible, that he 1s not only 
leſs than the leaſt of divine mer- 
cies, but if he had his juſt deſerts, 
he ſhould have judgment without 


mercy. This lays the foundation 


for his higheſt praiſes. The faith- | 


ful witneſs for Jeſus makes. the 
| believer willing to be beholden to 
him for every mercy ; yea, to 
glory in being a penſioner upon 


his fulneſs: From which he re- 


| ceives grace for grace, that in all 


things he may be giving of thanks: 
According to the Lord's favour to 
his people, informing them to take 
with them words, and turn to the 
Lord, and ſay unto him, * Take 
away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciouſly, 
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perfect knowledge of every part of 
it. For that very reaſon he ſtu- 1 


Tis} 


 gratioully, ſo will we render the 
calves of our lips, ' which is the 
ſacrifice of the Neu Teſtament 


worſhippefs, who through Jeſus 


the mediator offer the ſacrifice of | 


praiſe continvally ; ; that is, the 
fruit of their lips giving thanks to 
| his name, wiſhing, praying to do 
it with ſome of the praiſes of hea- 
ven, as one ſaid, J will hope con- 
tinually, and'I will yet praiſe t thee | 
more and more.“ 


As theſe prayers and praiſes are 


grounded upon faith in the divine 
promiſes, this makes the believer 
a diligent reader of the ſcriptures. 
He 4805 not neglect his bible, be- 
cauſe he has not yet attained the 


— 
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og it more: he-prays more over 


] | 


grows more thankful for the 
divine power, which till accom- 
3 panies 


nies it, and ſtudies and prays that 
"A may experience more of this 


power: It has been the means f 
making him wiſe unto ſalvation 
through faith which is in Chriſt 


Jeſos. He finds it alſo to be the 
food of this faith—it nouriſhes 
him, and he grows thereby. He | 


hears, reads, meditates, and keeps 
on praying to the Holy Ghoſt to 
| write the ſcriptures upon his 
heart, and to make his life a fair 
copy of them. And what he thus 
learns, preſerves him in a ſettled 


of God to his word and promiſe. 


And he is not diſappointed: He 
finds that all the ſcripture which 


| was given by the inſpiration of 


God is {till profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
the man of ce may be pe rfect, 


" thorou ghly. 


dependence upon the faithfulneſs: 
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his bible. The more he can mix 


The ſtudy therein makes him wife 


lative excellency of bible know- 
edge, of which Jeſus thus ſpeaks, 
„ Bleſſed is the man that heareth 
me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting at the poſts of my doors: 


For whoſo findeth me findeth life, 
| 


and ſhall obtain favour of the 
Thor” +} : 
{ - Thus in the uſe of means he is 
1 kept humble and dependent, ex- 


from being ſtopped that he rather 
glories and triumphs in his in- 
Hrmities. The oppoſition which 
| they give helps him forward, they 


| 


| faith with it, the more precious it 
] becomes. His bible is his library, 
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thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
| works. This bleſſing he has in 


{ 


for eternity: which is the ſuper- | 


3 


ercifing the true goſpel poverty df 
| ſpirit in ſelf-abaſement, and ſo far | 
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are always driving him out of ſelf 

| to Chriſt, teaching him the neceſ- 
| ſity of the ſupplies of the Spirit, 
| making him more dihgent, and 

keeping him more humble in the 

uſe of the means: And thus he | 
| learns to live more by faith upon || +» 
| Chriſt,. and to ſeek more cloſe 

| communion with him, and his 

| fulnefs, eſpecially at his table. 
| He. does not abſent himſelf from | 
| it,, becauſe he has not the fellows |, 
ſhip there, ſocloſe, intimate, and 
| abiding, as he could with, or bes | 
cauſe the laſt time he was there | 
he was hot fo lively as he uſed to | 
be, or becauſe he was unworthy, | 
and tull of complaints. He has | 
taſted that the Lord is gracious : | 
And this taſte has increaſed his 
| hunger and thirſt, the food which | 
| he wants, he does not carry with 
bim, but he goes to receive it. 
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When he hears his Lord's com- 
mand—Take, eat this bread 
drink this cup Do ye this in re- 
| membrance of me He obeys be- 
heving the promiſe: This is my 
body given for you: This is my 
blood ſhed for you. The more 
faith in the promiſe, there will be 
the more appetite, and the more 
nouriſhment received from the! 
ſpiritual food ; for then the Holy 
Spirit puts his influence into the | 
elements, and the communicant : 
eats the fleſh of Chriſt indeed, and 
drinks his blood indeed, having by 
faith communion with him in the 
bread and wine. At this table the 
believer is fed, nouriſhed, and 
feaſted with the bread that cometh ' 
down from heaven, even angels“ 
food: for he that eateth of this 
{ bread ſhall live for ever: Accord- 
| ing to the Lord's own promiſe, | 
5 be _ WOW} 


— — — — —— — — 14 
* i 


þ 


| life, and I will raiſe him up at the | 
| laſt day.” The believer has this 


| ſhall be realized. Faith gives a 
| ſubſtance to the things „ 
and hoped for. It has the earneſt 
and the pros of them: As cer- 


—B 


Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and 
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drinketh my blood, hath eternal 


in his eye, both in what the ban- 
quet is now, and in what it is the | 
pledge and earneſt of, when it 


tainly as we have the one, ſo cer- 


tainly ſhall we have the other. A 
faithful God gives us this ſecurity 


Whoſo is one by faith with x 


| ſus ſhall fit down at the marriage 
| ſupper of the Lamb: Whoſo eat- 

oth and. drinketh at his table here 
in faith, ſhall infallibly eat and 
drink with him at his table in his 
kingdom of glory. The ſure and 


| certain hope of this makes our pre- 


| ſet feaſt at the Lord's ſupper an 


1 happy 


— 
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| happy foretaſte of that eternal ban- 


| quet,, when he will vouchſafe to 
admit us to the honours of his ta- 


ble, and of his kingdom. O bleff- 
ed, moſt bleſſed tine! The 
proſp ect is animating, it brightens | 


the darkeſt day of affliction, re- 


freſhes the ſpirits under the hea- 


under the deepeſt feeling of in- 
dwelling fin. Where Chriſt is, a 
all is bleſſed. Union with him is | 
heaven begun, and this the be- 6 
| ever is called to enjoy; even to 
enjoy communion with him in all 
he is and has. Chriſt is one with | 
bim. Chriſt will not leave him 
nor forſake him: nothing is able 
to ſeparate the members from the 
Head. He who has begun the 


| good. work has given the fulleſt 


ecurity that he will not leave it 
Wed. He will. carry it on 


unto 
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vieſt trials, and is a rich cordial }. 
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| 1 57 applies the words ſpoken 
were ſpoken alſo to us, that we 


This book of the law ſhall not 
depart out of thy mouth, but 
thou ſhalt meditate tnerein day 


ſerve to do according to all that is 
written therein. For then thou 
ſhalt make thy way profperous, 


courage : Be not afraid, neither 
be thou diſmayed : For the Lord 
thy God is with thee, whitherſo- 
ever thou goeſt.“ And he went 
out ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. He fought 


IT 


| the Lord's battles, and proſpered, | 
1.4. until 


4 — 


| unto the end : For he is faithful 
who hath promiſed. And the 


o Joſhua, and fays that they 


might truſt and not be afraid : 


and then thou ſhalt have good ſuc- | 
, ceſs. Have not I commanded | 
\ thee? Be ſtrong and of a good 
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and night, that thou mayeſt ob- 


8 


| 


| until the. whole land was ſubdued. 


before him. There failed not 


2 ought of any good thing, which | 
} the Lord had ſpoken to the houſe | 
of Iſrael. All came to pals. | 
Even fo ſhall it be to the whole 
! Ifracl of God. Every good ſol- 
| | die of Chriſt Jeſus hall be kept | 
| fafe by. his almighty power, and | 
| under his banner ſhall fight the 
good fight of faith, until he ob- 
keins the promiſed inheritance, 
j which is incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, 
| reſerved in heaven for them. He 
has taken poſſeſſion of it in their 


name, as their ſurety, and not 


keeps the inheritance for them, 
and them for it: yea, the day is 


| ſent all his redeemed unto the Fa- 
ther. Of thoſe whom thou haſt 
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old I, and the children whom 
| thou haſt given me.“ 

Or all theſe accounts it is evi- 
| Gs, that a believer every day, 


ö 


for the deepeſt humiliation. He 


corruptions, daily infirmities, and 
ſhort comings. All that he has 


ver in himſelf. His ſalvation with 


ſafely always, notwithſtanding he 
[ has nothing of his own to glory 
in. Moſt of his miſtakes and mi- 
ſeries come from his ſeeking to be 
| independent of Chriſt—hoping to 
find — in himſelf, or in the 
1 world, which is only in Chriſt. 


| Id n me have I loſt none; Be- 


and in every thing, finds matter | 


has ſtill a body of fin, remaining | 


of his own abaſes him in his own | 
eyes: ſo that his triumph is ne- 


all its graces and bleſſings depends 
entirely upon what he is in Chriſt. 
On this foundation he may reſt | 


Self 
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Self love is unwilling to be be- 

| holden to Chriſt for every good 
thing: It is always trying to put 
1 ſome confidence in the fleth : But 
the behever is commanded, and 
is taught to deny ſelf—to put it 
upon the croſs—and to crueify it 


daily with its affections and luſts. 


As Chriſt is exalted, ſelf goes down. 
As Chriſt is beloved, ſelf is not 


only denied, but is alſo abhorred. 
The prophet Ezekiel in the thir- 


_ | ty-fixth chapter deſcribes the very 
_ | height of the experience of a great | 


F | believer, who 1s bleſt with the 


rit: The reſult of which is, 
Then ſhalt ye remember your 


| | own! evil ways, and your doings 


that were not good, and ye ſhall 
boathe yourſelves in your own 
ſight for your iniquities, and for 


! 


abundant graces of · the Holy Spi- 


Jr abemidations: Not for your | 
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fakes do I this, faith the Laird 
God, be it known unto you; be 


aſhamed and confounded for your 


Such is the genuine working of 
true grace—it lays the ſinner low 
at the Saviour's feet, abaſed and 
humbled to the duſt—Behold, I 
am vile—I abhor myſelf, and ] 


ſenſe of God's diſtinguiſhing and 


ſovereign mercy brings all high 


thoughts of ſelf into ſubjection to 
Chrift Jeſus, and teaches the 
believer to walk humbly with his 


let him glory in the Lord. 
Thus it is evident, that when 


L 6 N the 


own ways, O houſe of Iſrael.” 


repent in. duſt and ab) The 


God, aſeribing all his ſal vation to 
the praiſe of the glory of the ex- 

ceeding riches of God's grace in 
his kindneſs towards us through 
Chriſt Jeſus: That according as 
| it is written, He that glorieth, 
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ill it be! What wonders and | 


F 


1 22 1 


the believer looks back upon what 
he was by nature, or conſiders 
what he is now by grace, he has 
nothing of his own to boaſt of, 


yet even in this continual warfare 


between the fleſh and the ſpirit, 
in Chriſt: Jeſus he may rejoice 
even to a triump 
joy. But the grand triumph is 


yet to come. The beſt glorying 
in the Lord here is only a prelude 
to it. Now we have the eſpouſ- 


als with our heavenly he 
but then the marriage will be con- 
| ſurmared, Now we are kept 
waiting in hope for the crown of 
{ righteouſneſs, but that will be 


our coronation day. What a day 
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miracles ! Phe promiſes, exceed- | 
ing great and exceeding precious, | 
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; will then have their full and ever- 


| laſting accompliſhmeat by faith- þ 


ful 


[ | 
ful God, when he ſhall come to 
be glorified in his ſainte, and to 
be admired in all them Who have 
believed. When they ſhall & | 
him face to face—ſhall be with 
him where he is—ſhall be like 
him, and made capable of enjoy- 
ing the honours, and riches, and 
pleaſures of his kingdom, in their 
fulneſs of blelſedaels for evermore. 


92 
for ay 
— 


» 
| 9 
; \ 
| | 
+ : 
v 
4 | 
Ka {CIS ITT 
«0 | 
| CHAP. | 
: | Pre. 
+ : . "3 Ty 
1 


nee 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 1s 


| mates his proſpect, that come 
what may, he goes on his wa | 
] rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
| God. Eye hath not ſeen, nor 


he comes to the end of his faith 
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The eternal criunph.., 
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Tons is the great leſſon which 
the believer is learning, till 


what is promiſed him, and what 
he hopes to be at the appearing of 


the centre, to which all his expe- 
rience tends: And while he keeps 
it in view, it ſo enlivens and ani- 


ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them 


that | 
—— 
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that love him. But God hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit.“ 
And by his holy inſpiration he 
opens the eyes of the underſtand- 
ing, both to underſtand what is 


things that are freely given to us 
of God: For great as they are, 
endleſs as they are, the natural 


know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned: But he that is 


him to exerciſe upon ſpiritual 
things —he is made certain of their 
reality his faith gives a ſubſtance 
to the things hoped for, and evi- 
| dence to the things not ſeen—an 
hope that never maketh aſhamed _ 
Van evidence very clear and ſa- 
tisfy ing ſometimes he can tri- 
umph in hope of the glory of God; 
. when 


a 
* 
* 


revealed, and alſo to know the 


man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, neither can he 


ſpiritual has ſpiritual ſenſes given 


_—- 


196ꝶ9 „„ 


[ 256 J | 
' when the Holy Spirit ſheds abroad 
| in his heart the Father's love, and 
| | beſtows great joy and peace in bet | | 
 lieving. But he Who is thus | 
| taught of God knows only in part. | | 
i | An apoſtle knew no more. The 
1 | | beſt of our preſent enjoyment is 
only a foretaſte of the heavenly 
| | banquet. But even this little is 
I of ſuch a nature, and has ſuch 
I efficacy, that when it is truly be- 
| | lieved, it influences the whole 
| man, While he looks not at the 
A things which are ſeen, but at the 
| | things which are not ſeen : For | 
the things which are ſeen are tem · | 
poral, but the things which are | - 
not ſeen are eternal. They are | 
not ſeen by the eye of the body, 
but are viſible by the eye of faith; | 
ſo we read, Come, taſte and fee, | 
| how gracious the Lord is.“ By | 
this eye of faith Moſes ſaw him | 
that | 
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Ru is inviſible: And this ſig ht ſo 
affected him, and had ſuch an in- 
fluence upon | 
that he lived above the world with 
all its temptations. This is the 
victory that overcame the world, 
even his faith. The ſame. fight 
| ſtill works the ſame. effect pro- 
ducing a real value for ſpiritual 
and eternal things, and forming 


the heart to love and to practiſe 


N the apoſtle's rule My converſa - 
tion is in heaven, from whence 
| alſo I look for the Saviour the 
| Lond Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the 


| world is crucified unto me, and I 


unto the world. 
In the: ſcripture view of our 


great points, which. will take in 
triumph, namely, The complete 


conqueſt! of all our enemies and, 


the 


victory in Chriſt, there are two 


his heart and life, 


all that is revealed of our eternal 


rer . 
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the full and eternal enjoyment of 


all  poffible good. Theſe two 


truths come how under our con- 
| fideration; and if we can medi- 
| tate upon them under the influ- 


ence of the Holy Spirit, and mix 


faith with his revelation, we ſhall 
| have a good warrant to begin thoſe 
praiſes, which will never end, 


and to ſing in harmony with all 


the redeemed our everlaſting Ju- 


bilee. 


When we come to the- end of | 
our faith, even the eternal falva- | 
tion of our ſouls, our victory is 


deſcribed to be a perfect deliver- 


ance from all evil from fin, from 
ſuffering. Sin has brought all 
pain into the world—miſeries u i | 


on the body—miſeries upon t 

ſoul—ſpiritual wickedneſs—nu- 
merous hoſts of foes mighty 
brincipalities and powers —it has 


armed 


r and? 
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| ſuffered once for fin, but he put 
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armed thouſands, yea millions of 


them for our deſtruction made 
us our own enemies by enflaving 


us to divers luſts and paſſions, 


making us the prey to earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſh tempers—aud as 


if . was not ſuffering enough 


in the world, filling us with many 


imaginary fears, which ozcafion | 


real ſuffering. At laſt come the 
wages of ſin death with its ter- 
rors—hell with its torments. O 


what a deliverer! what a deliver- | 
ance! Not one enemy left. They 
are all brought under, and ſubdu- 


ed, to riſe no more. The Cap- 


1 of our ſalvation has vanquiſh- I 


ed them for us. His victory is 


the earneft of ours. His was com- 
plete, ſo is ours. No fin, no ſuf- 


fering can come near the habita- 
tion of his holineſs. Indeed he 
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it away by that ſacrifice of him- 


ſelt. By kaith we have the bene- 


fit af his ſuffering, a conſcience | 
| purged from guilt, no condemna- 


tion left, no charge from any ene- 
my. God himſelf juſtifies, God | 
bimſelk ſees us, accepts us, glori- 
fies us, in and with his Son: For 
in that day he will preſent us to 
his Father without ſpot of ſin unto 
eternal ſalvation. | 

Of this. bleſſed and complete 
victory over-all fin, and all ſuffer- 


| ing, the prophet Iſaiah had a de- 
lightful proſpect, ſpeaking of it in 


theſe words, And —_ ran ſomed | 


of the Lord ſhall return, and | | 


ſhall come to Sion with ſongs, and 
everlaſting Joy upon their heads; 
they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſe, 
and, {arrow and, lighing hall flee | 
away.“ O give thanks unto the | 
wee Jehovab, for he. is good, 


for 
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for his mercy endureth for ever: 
Let the redeemed of the Lord fay | 
| ſo, whom he hath redeemed from 
the hand of the enemy: They 
have as much to thank their Re- 
deemer for, as any creature poſſi- 
bly can have: His ranſomed were 
under ſin, helpleſs, miſerable, dy- 
ing ſinners: From this flavery he 
bought them with an ineſtimable 
price, and they are become his 


property, his peculiar people, who 


have through him liberty to re- 
turn to God, and to ſerve him 


without fear on earth, and to bleſs 
him for giving them freedom to 
| come to Zion, to the city of the 


living God with ſongs of grati- 
tude and praiſe: They have ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads 
crowned conquerors: They have 
the joys of heaven, and the glad- 
neſs of eternity in their hearts, | 
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| which exclude all pain, and all 
ſorrow—no fear can enter there 
not one ſigh, The Lord himſelf 
| is their l and they ſhall 
| reign with him for ever et ever, 
| The beloved John was favoured | 
with a view of the ſame eternal 
conqueſt which the ranſomed of 
the Lord ſhall have over all their 
enemies, and he ſpeaks of it thus, 
« And'l heard a great voice out of 
heaven, ſaying, Behold the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, aud they 
ſhall be his people, and God him- | 
ſelf ſhall be with them, and be 
their God: And God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, and | 
| there ſhall be no more curſe, and 
| there ſhall be no more death, nei- þ 
| ther ſorrow nor crying, neither | 
ſhall there be any more pain: For 
the former things are paſſed away: 


f 263 1. 


33 


reigneth, the Lord God omnipo- 


paſſions of Jeſus are like himſelf, 


| mourners in their pilgrimage, 
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| And he that fat upon the throne | | 
| faid, Behold 1 . 5 all things |} 
| new.” This is Jeſus, the King of 

| kings, and Lord of lords, who | 


| tent for this very purpoſe, that 
| this ſcripture may be fulfilled. to 
the uttermoſt, and to eternity. 
He was the word made fleſh, who 
tabernacled amongſt us, being 
| that moſt boly temple whieh God 
pitched and not man: Out. of 
whoſe fulneſs believers receive all 


grace, and all glory : The com- 


infinite and endleſs. He "ay 
| bis redeemed too well to let either 
ſin or ſorrow come near them. | 


They might have. been holy | 
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when they went through the 
valley of Baca, but now he has 
wiped away their tears, all tears 


from 


7 


| from their eyes. The curſe that 
| cauſed them he has removed. 
1 That death, the wages of which | 
| they deſerved, he Tow changed 
into life, The pillars in his houſe, , 
which are to go out no more, are 
thereby delivered from ſorrow, 
and crying, and from every pain: | 
All the former things are paſſed 
| away—fin is no more—pain is no 
more. Into the kingdom of Jeſus 
nothing of the old man is ſuffered 
to enter: For he creates all things 
new. The Lord from heaven 
| makes all his people like himſelf, 


oo 


| conformed to his own image in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 
A more perfect victory cannot be 
imagined, than to have enemies ſo 
vanquiſhed, all enemies, that they 
+ ſhall never have entrance into the 
kingdom of God and his Chriſt. | 
When believers ſhall come to the 
| end 
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| Ga of their faith, they ſhall not 


| God the Saviour for this great 
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| ety be thus laved from all poſſi- 
ble evil, but who can conceive 
what their actual enj 


then be? To be faved from all 
ſin, from all the effects of ſin is a 


great mercy, yet it is only a part 
of our ſalvation. But looking at 


the world lying in wickedneſs, 
beholding the — of pains and 


yments will 


miſeries in it, from which no one 


is exempt— no ſtate of life free 


from them the palace as full of 
them as the cettage—kingdoms 
convulſed—infidelity ſpreading its 
poiſonous influence, and attempt- 
ing to deſtroy all good order and 
government old age bringing its 
infirmities, and death haſtening 
it is certainly a great e | 
that none of thoſe evils can ap- 


preach us any more. Bleſſed 
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| mercy. It is through his grace, 
| that his kingdom of glory will be 
kept in perfect peace, no evil, no 
fear of — ſhall for one moment 
interrupt the happineſs of his ſub- 
| jets. But what is this compared 
| to the actual enjoyment of all poſ- 


ible good: Who is able to declare 


| fully what this will be at the ap- 
| pearing of Jeſus the great God? 


We muſt wait for the full mani- 


feſtation of the ſons of God: But 


yet there 1s a great deal revealed, 


| which belongs to us and to our 


children: And if we can read it 


in faith, with prayer, and with a 
J continual dependence upon the 


teaching and application of the 


Holy Spirit, he will give us to 
form our hearts and lives upon the 
certainty of what he has revealed: 
For our converſation will then be 
in an and we ſhall have both 
the 
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the knowledge, and alſo the ex- 
perience of heavenly things, grow- 
ing according to our faith. The 
1 word revelation ſignifies taking | 

off the veil or covering from any 
thing, that it may be ſeen clearly: 
[In the ſcripture ſenſe it is remov- 
ing the veil from heavenly things, | 
which 1s the work of the Holy 
Spirit, creating ſpiritual ſenſes to 
exerciſe upon thoſe heavenly. 
| things: Of which the natural 
man can have no juſt ideas; for 
he cannot underſtand nor receive 
the things that are freely given to 
us of God : But he that 1s ; taught 
of God has evidence given him of 
the reality and of the bleſſedneſs 
of thoſe things, which are reveal- | 
| ed, and by faith enjoyed. When: 
(| ſuch an one reads what God ſaid | 
to Abraham, After theſe things 
the word of the Lord came to 


| M 2 Abram | 
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| Abram in. a viſion, ſaying, Fear 
not, Abram, I am thy ſhield, and 


thy exceeding great reward.” He 
reads it for himſelf: He makes 
the promiſe his own, and truſts in 


it as {tedfaſtly as if God had ſpok- 


en it to him by a voice from hea- 


ven; For ſo is he warranted to 
apply it by the apoſtle; now it 


was not written for his ſake alone, 


; but for us alſo : No ſcripture be- 


ing of any private interpretation. 
The gift of grace to Abraham was 
nothing ſhort of an infinite good 
for it was God himſelf: I will be 
thy God. What is meant by 
this relation has been largely treat- 
ed of in the former volumes. It 
is only needful to add, that it de- 
notes the relation in which the 


Holy Trinity ſtand to believers, 


and the covenant engagements to 


them. God is theirs—He is their 
Father, 
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Father, the Son is their Saviour, 
the Spirit of life has enabled them 
to receive the Son, and they are 
one with him, he dwelling in 
their hearts by faith, and through 
him they are one with his Father: 
As the Lord ſaid in his prayer 

„Neither pray I for theſe alone, 
the apoſtles, but for them alſo 
who ſhall believe on me through 
their word, that they all may be 
one, as thou, Father, art in me, and | 
Lin thee, that they alſo may be 

one in us.” This prayer was for 
all the choſen of the Father, given 
to the Son, redeemed by him, and 
| in due time quickened by the Spi- 
rit, and brought into the ſame 
covenant relation, and partakers 
of the ſame covenant bleſſings, as 
Abraham was. What was pro- | 
miſled to him, was promiſed to all 
that walk in the ſteps of his faith, 
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the whole family and houſehold 
of faith—It is as if God had ſaid, 
Fear not, believer, I myſelf, Je- 
hovah in Trinity, will be your | 
preſent ſalvation to ſhield you 
from all fins and enemies, and I 
myſelf will be your exceeding 
great reward. Who can tell what 
the believer ſhall then be, when 
this promiſe -ſhall be fulfilled ? | 
When he ſhall be brought as near | 
to the God-head, as a creature 


can poſhbly be, joined to the Lord 


Jeſus by the Holy Spirit, an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spi- 
rit, and through Jeſus unto the 
Father, and in this holy and bleſſ- 
ed communion, finding an eter- 
hal heaven of happinets, an ex- 
cecding great reward. When it 


is jechived 1 in this its fulneſs it is a 


reward, but of grace, a gift of 
ſovereign mercy—great, "ome- | 


” thing 
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thing worthy of the great God— 
| like himſelf—exceeding great, 
eternally great. O, Holy Ghoſt, 
keep the hope of it lively: O 
make it every day more lively, 
till, through thy bleſſing, I come 
to know it as it is. 

The Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of this | 
| happineſs, ſuits his deſcription to | 
] our preſent method of underſtand- 
ing {piritual things, as they are 
imaged to us by material. The 
| pleaſures of our ſenſes are made 
{ uſe of to give us ideas of that hap- 

1 pineſs which is to be found in 
1 God. For it is all in him; He is 
heaven. The enjoyment of him 
in glory is the heaven of heavens. 
As for me, 1 will behold thy 
face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall of 
ſatisfied when 1 awake with thy 
likeneſs : For thou wilt ſhew me | 
the path of life, in thy preſence is 
M 4 the 
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; the fulneſs of joy, and at thy 


| right. hand there are pleaſures for 


| evermore.” All this, great and 


1 endleſs as it is, belongs to them 


| who have God for their God: For 


when they are admitted into his 


| preſence- they ſhall be made like 
| him—O marvellous change—ca- 
| pable of enjoying him, 0 a8 to be 
quite fſatisfred—finding in him a 


fulneſs of joy—pleaſures divinely 


great, abundant, a river of plea- 
ſures—yea a fountain of pleaſures 
ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 


Every ſenſe ſhall be gratified to 
the uttermoſt, and that for ever- | 
more. Bleſſed be God for this | 
unſpeakable gift: And has he not | 
| herein vouchſafed us matter of tri- | 
umph? May not the believer, | 
| ought he not, to rejoice with ex- 


ceeding great joy, who has this 


proſpect before him 7 Who that is 
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| my ſoul: Take a narrow review 


| of it. Examine over and over 


again the Pſalmiſt's deſcription of 


| it, and ſee what can be Aided to 
| make it abſolutely perfect. If no- 
thing can, if it be as full as God 


can make it, may my heart grow 


in holy defires after the glory that 


is to be revealed, and triumph in 
the God of my ſalvation. 
Our Lord gives us the ſame 


ing to his apoſtles, “J appoint 


unto you a kingdom, as my Fa- 


ther hath appointed unto me (in 
the ſureſt, fulleſt manner that it 
can be conveyed) — that ye may 
cat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and fit upon thrones, | 
judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael.“ 
The king of this holy land is Im- 
M 5 manuel | 
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out of heaven can have more rea- 
ſon than he has? Survey it, 01 


deſcription in theſe words, ſpeak- 


b 
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of all worlds, and the government 


W 


| ceiving out of his fulneſs every 


{ pletely and eternally bleſſed: For 


and adoring him in their everlaſt- 
ing ſongs of triumph. Unto 
bim that loved us, and wathed us 
from our ſins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and prieſts 
unto: God and: his Father: To 
him be glory and dominion for 
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ever and ever. Amen.” The 


apoſtle 
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manuel God Jeſus: He is the | 
King of kings, the Lord creator 


of them all is upon his ſhoulders, 
| and the names of his redeemed 
are written upon his heart. For 
them he has made abundant pro- 
viſion, that they may feaſt with 
him at his table, and may be re- 


grace that can make them com- | 


I they ſhall fat down with him upon | | 
his throne, and ſhall ſhare with. | 
him in all his royalties, bleſhng 
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apoſtle. John calls upon us Now to 
begin the heavenly ſong: And he 
would have us to do it with the 
ſweeteſt melody in our hearts, 
4 

has taken our nature into union 
with himſelf, in order that by his 
Spirit we might be joined to him 
our glorified head, 47 might by 
faith partake of bis holy and hea- 


venly nature. No words can de- 


praiſing our ſovereign Lord, who 


ſcribe more fully the dignity. to 


which by virtue of this union we 
ſhall be exalted: Nay it is not to 
be conceived at preſent how great 
it will be. Behold what man- 
ner of love the Father hath beſtow- 
ed upon us, that we ſhould be 
called the fons of God : therefore 


the world knoweth us not, be- 


cauſe it knew him not: Beloved, 
Now are we the ſons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear What We 
M 6 ſhall | 
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| ſhall be, but we know, that when 
he thall appear we ſhall be like | 
bim; for we ſhall fee him as he 
is: And every man that hath this 
hope in him, purifieth himſelf | 
| even as he is pure.“ O what a 
| dignity is this: What upon earth 
is to be compared for one moment 


Adam, who have borne the image 
of the earthly, advanced to bear 
the image of the heavenly. This | 
is a glory which ſurpaſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. It did not yet appear 
as it is to the beloved John: He 
knew as much of it, as perhaps 
ever man did, but it was far 
greater than his knowledge. He 
knew it but in part: He was in- 
deed ſealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promiſe, who is the earneſt of | 
aur inheritance until the redemp 

tion of the purchaſed. poſſeſſion. 
But | 
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But the earneſt is not the inherit- 
ance itſelf, It is only a pledge and 
a ſecurity, that at the appearing of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the great God and 
our Saviour, we-ſhall be put into 
full poſſeſſion. At prefent we 
have it in the promiſe of the God 


of truth: And faith in his promiſe 
begets a hope, that will never make 


us aſhamed: Becauſe it will keep 
us patiently waiting for the mani- 
feſtation of the ſons of God, when 
we ſhall come to the eternal en- 
joyment of all the riches, and plea- 
ſures, and honours of our ſonſhi 


with Chriſt our glorified Head. 


The apoſtle would lead us alſo 


to conſider the fountain from 


whence all this bleſſednefs ſprings, 
from the Father what manner 


of love the Father hath beſtowed | 
upon us. The love expreſſed by | 
| this name, Father, has no Parat. | 


lel. 
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| 


| lel. It had no beginning, and it 


never ſtopping till it return with 


| apoſtle would have us to behold, 
| and to admire the miracles of the 
| Father's love, which he purpoſed 
+ and wrought out, and. beſtowed 
f 


: 


| ſen—called—effectually, brought 


ennobled—ſons of God—w hat an 


Made the children of God—heirs 


Chriſt, 


—4 


will have no ending. It is from 
everlaſting to everlaſting—bring- 
ing with it out of its infinite ocean 
all the ſtreams of grace, which 
make glad the city of God, and 


all the happy objects of his love to 
the ſame great ocean again. The 


upon 1s, who are ſinners even as 
others, and yet to the everlaſting | 
4 2 * . 
þ praiſe and glory of his grace—cho- 
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into the family and houſehold of | 
| faith by the Spirit of adoption, and | 


| exaltation—what a bleſſedneſs! 


of God, and joint heirs with | 
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| Chriſt—with him who is Lord of 
| all—admitted to ſhare with him 
in his kingdom, his crown, his 
| glories: According to his own . 
prayer, Father, I will that they 
alſo whom thou haſt given me be 
with me, where I am, that they 
| may behold my glory,” may be | 
| with me, may be like me. 0 
| what an animating view is here | 
for the higheſt rejoicing of faith 

and hope! Chriſt by taking our 
nature into union with hunſelf has 
advanced it ihto the greateſt digni- 
ty of which it is capable: For it 
is heaven to be with him, where 
he is in his glory; like him, con- 
formed to that ſtandard of all per- 
fection in body and ſoul, perfectly 
and eternally: What a hope 
ſhould this beget and cheriſh? 
even a hope full of glory and im- 
mortality! Eſpecially as all this | 
honour 
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honour is according to the Fa- 
ther's covenant purpoſes: For 
whom he did foreknow, them he 
alſo did predeſtinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, 
| that he might be the firſt-born 
among many 7 brethren: Moreover 
whom he did predeſtinate, them 
he alſo called, and whom he call- 
ed, them he alſo juſtified, and 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo 
glorified. What ſhall we fay to 
theſe things? Can there be great- 
er grace ſhewn from the God of 
all grace ? Can there be higher 
honour conferred, than to be. fo 
exalted from the depth of fin and | 
miſery, as to be raiſed to the ho- 
nours of ſonſhip, even to a con- 
formity to the Son of God. O 
what ſentiments had that bleſſed 
man of it, when he ſaid, . As for 
me, I wall behold thy face in 
righteouſneſs, | 
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righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied | 
*hla I awake after thy hkeneſs; | 
for thou wilt ſhew me the path 
of life; in thy preſence is the ful- | 
neſs of joy, and at thy right hand 
there are pleaſures for evermore.” | 
Conformity to Jeſus brings with 
it this fulneſs of joy; and the 
| hope of it is an active and a lively 
grace: For every one that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himſelf | 
even as Chriſt is pure. This is 
the mark at which the believer 
aims, he wiſhes to be like Chriſt, 
and to be more like him: He 
would feel more of the power of 
the croſs of Chriſt to crucify in 
bin the body of fin, and more of 
the power of the riſen Jeſus, that 
there may be a real growth into 
him, and that in all things: Thus 
he purifies his heart and life by | 
that faith in Jeſus, of which the 
apoſtle | 


have not yet attained what Jam 


ſtriving for; but this one thing I 
do, forvetting thoſe things which 


are behind; ad reaching forth 


unto thoſe things which are be- 


fore, I preſs toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of 


God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Theſe are ſome of the Grid N 
authorities, from which this con- 
cluſion may be fairly drawn, that 
a behever, whatever view he may 
take of himſelf, either from what 
he was, when dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, or from what he now 1s, 
quickened by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and living by faith, yet crying out 


under a ſenſe of bis corruptions, 


O wretched man that I am, who 


ſhall deliver me; yet he may 


thank God through Jeſus Chriſt } 
his Lord: For he is warranted, 
he 


apoſtle thus ſpeaks, **Brethren, I 


7 
i 


| 


1 


| 


| 


2 


— 0 


* 
* 
— — 2 a 
ö — — 


1283 J 


he is commanded to rejoice in the | 
Lord always, and to triumph in 


the God of his ſalvation. And be 


| has enough given him in hand to 
_ exerciſe that ſtrong faith, which 


will adminiſter ſtrong conſolation, 


| even great, very oreat Joy. and 


peace in believing: For the word 


of God cannot be broken, his pro- 


miſes cannot fail, his covenant 
engagements are immutable, giv- 
en as infallible ſecurity to the be- 


liever, that his faith may not 
ſtagger at any difficulty, but look - 
ing to a faithful God he may go 
on his way rejoicing in hope of the 


glory of God. 


Theſe are ſome of bled 


effects of looking to Jeſus, and 
living by faith upon him and his 
fulnels. In this way there is con- 


tinual matter of triumph. Let 
the believer look back on what he 


was 
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was by nature, or on what he is 
now in his renewed ſtate by grace, 
or looking forward to the glory 
| that is to be revealed at the ap- 
pearing of his Saviour, when he 
ſhall be with him in the kingdom 
which cannot be moved, and ſhall 
be like him, all his diem con- 


formed to their moſt glorious 


Head, and partaking of his divine 
riches, and honours, and pleaſures, 
what upon earth can exceed ſuch 
a proſpect! What can adminiſter 
greater happineſs, than to have 
the evidence of it kept clear 
and open! What can make life 


more comfortable, and the end of 


our faith more deſirable, than 
ſuch great and bleſſed hy 
promiſed and given mot freely in 

| time, yea, in the fulleſt manner 
| that almighty love can beſtow 
| them 1n eternity. 


For 


| 


For ſuch mercies bleſs the Lord, 


me, bleſs his holy Name. 

O thou beginning and ending, 
the firſt and the laſt, the author 
and the finiſher of the faith, Je- 
hovah Jeſus, I have been Jookin 
up to thee for thy divine teaching, 
and I am ftill looking up to thee 
for thy divine bleſſing on this my 
offering. It is a poor mite, which 
I would caſt into thy treaſury, as 
| my dying teſtimony for the truth 
| and for the power of thy goſpel. 
| Be pleaſed to accept it out of 


| knoweſt the heart of thy ſervant ; 


| they are mine: Of thy mercy 
| pardon them. And make uſe of 
this little treatiſe, as it ſhall ſeem 
beſt 


| DER 


0 my ſoul; and all that is within 


i 


| thine infinite condeſcenſion. Thou | 


Whatever is right in it 1s thine | 
own, the work of thine own 
| grace. Failings there are, and | 
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beſt to thy godly wiſdom, for the 


increaſe of faith in thy churchzand 
for the advancement of thine own 
fame and glory ; that more honour 
may be put upon thy word, more 
dependence exerciſed. upon thy 
faithfulneſs, and there may be a 
growing conformity to it in the 
hearts and lives of thy people. 
Be pleaſed, merciful Saviour, to 
accompany the reading of it with 
thy Spirit for theſe purpoſes, and 
I ſhall be amply rewarded, May 
hy grace, the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with us all. Amen, 


